
Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance / Roll Call  / Proclamations

File # CMT Consent Agenda ACT
20-0201 COUN Minutes of previous regular meeting. (2/11/20) Place on file

20-0207 CISM Initial Resolution Vacating and discontinuing a portion of right of way at Curling Way 
near Townline Road 

Approved 3-0

20-0105 CISM Resolution Approving 2020 Alley Pavement Project and Authorization to Let Bids Approved 3-0

20-0106 CISM Resolution Approving 2020 Street Reconstruction Projects and Authorization to Let 
Bids 

Approved 3-0

19-1104 CISM & 
PLAN

Final Resolution Vacating and discontinuing right-of-way at the intersection of West 
Thomas Street and South 15th Avenue

Approved 5-0 
Approved 6-0

File # CMT Resolutions and Ordinances ACT

20-0203 Mayor's Appointments
16-0317 CISM Resolution Approving the WisDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant 

application to create a section of the Business Campus Trail system between 72nd 
Avenue and Innovation Way

Approved 3-0

20-0208 CISM Ordinance Designating one 15-minute parking stall on the west side of the 600 block 
of 3rd Street 

Approved 3-0

20-0209 ED Resolution Approving sale of 1328 Torney Avenue Approved 4-0

Suspend the Rules (2/3 vote required)

20-0206 COUN Resolution Supporting our Hmong/Lao Community and Opposing Federal 
Deportation of Hmong/Lao residents to Laos

Pending

20-0210 FIN Resolution Authorizing acquisition of 117 and 119 E. Chellis Street and related 
budget modification

Approved 5-0 
Pending

08-0406 FIN Resolution Approving alleged claim on excessive assessment – Walgreen, Co., 504 
S 17th Avenue and related budget modification

Pending

12-1116 FIN Resolution Approving the Assessment Services Contract between the City of 
Wausau and the City of Schofield to provide assessment services to the City of 
Schofield for the assessment of real and personal property for contract years 2021-
2025

Pending

Public Comment & Suggestions

Adjournment

Signed by Robert B. Mielke, Mayor

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Wausau will not discriminate against qualified 
individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in 
participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the City's ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6620 or email 
clerk@ci.wausau.wi.us  at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an accommodation.

Public Comment:

Meeting of the:
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and transmitted to the Daily Herald newsroom on 2/21/20 @ 2:00 PM.. Questions 
regarding this agenda may be directed to the City Clerk.

City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403) - Council Chambers

Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda and other public comment.

*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

Patrick Peckham, Michael Martens, David Nutting, Tom Neal, Gary Gisselman, Becky McElhaney, 
Lisa Rasmussen, Linda Lawrence, Dawn Herbst, Mary Thao, Dennis Smith

Location:

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WAUSAU 

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin will hold a 
regular or special meeting on the date, time and location shown below.  

Members:
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE WAUSAU COMMON COUNCIL 
held on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Mayor Robert Mielke presiding. 
 
 
Roll Call                 2/11/2020 6:30:59 PM 
Roll Call indicated 10 present. 
 
 District Alderperson Present 
     1 Peckham, Patrick  YES 
     2 Martens, Michael  YES 
     3 Nutting, David E.  YES 
     4 Neal, Tom  YES 
     5 Gisselman, Gary  YES 
     6 McElhaney, Becky YES  
     7 Rasmussen, Lisa  YES  
     8 Lawrence, Linda   NV 
     9 Herbst, Dawn      YES  
     10 Thao, Mary  YES 
     11 Smith, Dennis   YES  
 
Public Comment for Pre-registered citizens for matters appearing on the agenda and other public comment  
None 
 
Presentation:  South Riverfront Master Plan and Towers Master Plan (Neighborhood Planners) 
The presentation can be viewed on YouTube for Wausau City Council Meetings:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9T_xFcNArc  
 
Consent Agenda              2/11/2020 7:25:50 PM  
Motion by Peckham, second by Neal to adopt all the items on the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
20-0101 Minutes of the previous meeting (1/28/2020). 
 
17-0714 Joint Resolution of the Airport Committee and the Finance Committee Authorizing the execution of Airport Ground Lease - 
Learn Build Fly, Inc. 
 
20-0204 Joint Resolution of the Airport Committee and the Finance Committee Authorizing the execution of Airport Ground Lease - 
Dave Harm 
 
03-1007 Joint Resolution of the Airport Committee and the Finance Committee Authorizing the execution of Airport Ground Lease - 
Kocourek 
 
19-0515 Resolution of the Capital Improvements & Street Maintenance Committee Approving Agreement for the Management and 
Maintenance of a Stormwater Facility (North Central Health Care - 1100 Lake View Drive) 
 
20-0108 Resolution of the Public Health & Safety Committee Approving or Denying Various License as Indicated 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
20-0114               2/11/2020 7:26:57 PM  
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Gisselman to adopt the Resolution of the Capital Improvements & Street Maintenance Committee 
Approving developers agreement with T Bird Enterprises, LLP and Back Forty Properties, LLC for storm water management facilities 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
Suspend the Rules             2/11/2020 7:27:29 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Herbst to Suspend the Rules for pending items. 
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
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20-0205               2/11/2020 7:32:54 PM  
Motion by Nutting, second by Neal to adopt the Resolution of the Finance Committee Providing for the Sale of Approximately 
$5,120,000 Water System and Sewer System Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2020A 
 
Thao requested the historical background regarding the $5 million that was disbursed originally in 2018.  John Cameron, Senior 
Municipal Advisor with Ehlers & Associates, explained these were Bond Anticipation Notes for Water & Sewer Revenue Bonds that 
were issued in 2018, and this is the extension of those Bond Anticipation Notes until permanent financing can be secured through the 
Clean Water Fund Loan Program on the sewer side and the Safe Drinking Water Fund Loan Program on the water side.  It is not an 
issuance of new money, it is just refinancing the anticipation notes that were issued in 2018 and extending those for two years.  He 
noted there will be a call feature on the Bond Anticipation Notes with the ability to refinance them within six months.   
 
Thao questioned what happens to the remaining $1.4 million.  Groat stated we have some bills from Donahue and Becher Hoppe of 
approximately $1.1 million which will be paid out of the $1.4 million, as well as future engineering bills.  She pointed out the 
$5,120,000 would be the maximum amount borrowed and at the final it will probably be less than that because they estimated the debt 
issuance costs.   
 
Rasmussen stated it is likely that the state administered loans that were applied for to refinance this item are expected to be ready to 
close by late summer, so we will not likely need the full two years.   
 

Yes Votes: 10 No Votes: 0 Not Voting: 1 Result: PASS 
 
Public Comment or Suggestions 

1) Judith Miller, 903 Kickbusch St, stated she noticed in the minutes of the last Council meeting that the proclamation read by 
the Mayor was not quoted in full.  She stated per Robert’s Rules of Order it has to be quoted in full and suggested they 
amend the minutes.  The Mayor indicated he would look into it.    

2) Pat Peckham stated 6 to 8 weeks ago the Council passed a resolution asking our state elected officials to get going on some 
state homelessness legislation.  He stated the State Senate passed a $1 million State Shelter Subsidy Program and the 
Governor has signed it.  He hoped other programs would also be considered in the future. 

3) Maryanne Groat reminded all next Tuesday, February 18, 2020 is Spring Primary Election Day and urged people to get out 
and vote.  She commended and thanked the staff in the Clerk Customer Service Office for outstanding hard work on the 
elections in the absence of a City Clerk, as well as making improvements to efficiency.  Groat stated the need for poll 
workers is serious and encouraged citizens to step forward and give it a try and believed they would find it a rewarding 
experience. 

 
Adjournment              2/11/2020 7:37:29 PM 
Motion by Herbst, second by Nutting to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm.   
 
 
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
Mary A. Goede, Deputy Clerk 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

INITIAL RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Setting a public hearing regarding vacating and discontinuing a portion of right of way at Curling 
Way near Townline Road 

 
Committee Action:  Approved 3-0 
Fiscal Impact:   None 
 
File Number: 

 
20-0207 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

           RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stats. 66.1003(4)(a), it is declared that since the public interest 
requires it, returning the property to the tax roll, as it was previously designated to be used as a right of 
way but ended up not being needed, the following described public way, all of which is in the City of 
Wausau be vacated and discontinued: 
 

Being part of the Northwest 1/4 of the fractional Northeast 1/4 and part of the Northeast 1/4 of 
the fractional Northeast 1/4, Section 1, Township 28 North, Range 7 East, City of Wausau, 
Marathon County, Wisconsin, more particularly described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the North 1/4 corner of said Section 1; thence North 89°27'38" East, coincident 
with the North line of said Northwest 1/4 of the fractional Northeast 1/4, 1305.92 feet to the 
Northeast corner of said Northwest 1/4 of the factional Northeast 1/4; thence South 00°19'41" 
East, coincident with the East line of said Northwest 1/4 of the fractional Northeast 1/4, 33.38 
feet to the South right-of-way line of Townline Road, also known as County Road "N", and the 
point of beginning; thence continuing South 00°19'41" East, coincident with said East line of 
the Northwest 1/4 of the fractional Northeast 1/4, the West right-of-way line of the Chicago, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad and the former East right-of-way line of Junction 
Street, 58.76 feet to the Southerly right-of-way line of said Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Pacific Railroad; thence South 50°26'06" East, coincident with said Southerly right-of-way of 
the Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad and the former Northerly right-of-way 
line of Junction Street, 10.87 feet to the beginning of a curve concave to the Southwest; thence 



211.89 feet, coincident with said Southernly right-of-way of the Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and Pacific Railroad, said former Northerly right-of-way line of Junction Street and the arc of 
said curve, said curve having a radius length of 10,339.90 feet, a central angle of 1°10'27", and 
a chord that bears South 47°54'31" East for 211.89 feet to the North right-of-way line of 
Curling Way; thence North 52°23'29" West, coincident with said North right-of-way line of 
Curling Way, 38.22 feet to the beginning of a curve concave to the Southwest; thence 183.20 
feet, coincident with said North right-of-way line of Curling Way and the arc of said curve, said 
curve having a radius length of 191.50 feet, a central angle of 54°48'48", and a chord that bears 
North 75°34'27" West for 176.30 feet to the Southerly line of Lot 1 of Certified Survey Map 
number 16492, recorded in Volume 76, on Page 141, as Document number 1639561, filed in 
the Marathon County Register of Deeds office; thence North 43°01'51" East, 34.91 feet to the 
Southeast corner of said Lot 1 and to the former Southerly right-of-way line Junction Street and 
the Easterly line of Lot 1; thence North 48°43'49" West, coincident with said former Southerly 
right-of-way line Junction Street and said Easterly line of said Lot 1, 173.26 feet to the 
Northeast corner of said Lot 1 and said South right-of-way line of Townline Road also known 
as County Road "N"; thence North 89°43'54" East, coincident with the Easterly extension of 
said South right-of-way line Townline Road also known as County Road "N", 141.47 feet to 
said East line of the Northwest 1/4 of the fractional Northeast 1/4 and the point of beginning. 
 
That said Former Junction Street contains 13,603 square feet, 0.312 acres, more or less. 
 
That said Former Junction Street is subject to easements, restrictions, and right-of-way of 
record. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee at its February 13, 
2020 meeting recommended that a hearing be held. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Wausau, 
that a hearing on the passage of the foregoing resolution shall be held before the Capital Improvements 
and Street Maintenance Committee of the City of Wausau in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 407 
Grant Street, Wausau, Marathon County, Wisconsin, on the 9th day of April, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., on said 
day, and the proper City officials are hereby authorized and directed to give notice of said hearing by 
personal service and publication of said hearing as provided by law. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
      
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, Rasmussen, Thao (Lawrence and McElhaney – Excused) 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Lenz, Sippel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
 
Discussion and possible action on a Preliminary Resolution to vacate and discontinue a portion of right-of-
way at Curling Way near Townline Road          
 
Niksich explained that during the construction of Townline Road, Curling Way was realigned and this right-of-
way is no longer needed.  If vacated, the right-of-way would go back to the adjoining property owners.  
Gisselman asked if that would be the City.  Lindman stated some of the land was initially owned by the railroad.  
The railroad gave the property to the City and it was then dedicated to right-of-way.  Kraft is looking at building a 
parking lot in this area.   
 
Rasmussen moved to approve a preliminary resolution to vacate and discontinue a portion of right-of-way at 
Curling Way near Townline Road.  Thao seconded and the motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 



 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 10 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – February 13, 2020

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on a Preliminary Resolution to vacate and discontinue a portion of 
right-of-way at Curling Way near Townline Road. 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

The reconstruction of Townline Road realigned the intersection of Curling Way.   The right-of-
way where the former Curling Way intersected Townline Road is not being used.   See the 
attached map for location.    

 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
Minimal.  The vacated property could be developed if the right-of-way is vacated.       
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends approving a preliminary resolution to set a public hearing to vacate the excess 
right-of-way at Curling Way and Townline Road.                        
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Approving 2020 Alley Pavement Project and Authorization to Let Bids  

 
Committee Action:  Approved 3-0 
Fiscal Impact:   Estimated construction cost $18,000; estimated special assessments $8,900 

 
 
File Number: 

 
20-0105 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: $18,000 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount:$18,000 Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   
 

           RESOLUTION 
 
 

WHEREAS, the following alleys have been proposed for improvements under the 2020 Alley 
Pavement Project: 

 
Alley bounded by 113 Ross Avenue, 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, 

2114 Grand Avenue, and 114 Kent Street 
 

Alley bounded by 114 Broadway Avenue, 1930 Grand Avenue, 1932 Grand Avenue,  
1938 Grand Avenue, and 1942 Grand Avenue 

 
WHEREAS, this project is assessable in whole or in part to the abutting property owners for special 

benefits conferred upon properties by the improvement of the abovementioned alleys; a preliminary 
resolution to levy special assessments to the abutting owners was adopted by the Common Council on 
January 14, 2020; and the Engineer's report has been filed with the City Clerk, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works conducted public hearings for the project special 
assessments on February 4, 2020, and 
 



WHEREAS, the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee discussed the proposed 
projects at its meeting on February 13, 2020 and recommends work be accomplished on the alleys in 2020, 
now therefore  

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council authorizes securing of bids and improvements to the 

alley bounded by 113 Ross Avenue, 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, 2114 Grand Avenue, and 114 Kent Street; 
and the alley bounded by 114 Broadway Avenue, 1930 Grand Avenue, 1932 Grand Avenue, 1938 Grand 
Avenue, and 1942 Grand Avenue under the 2020 Alley Pavement Project. 
 
Approved: 

 
       
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
 

 



 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Date of Meeting: February 4, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
    
Members Present: Lindman, Jacobson, Groat 
 
Also Present:  Wesolowski, Niksich 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2020 Alley Paving Projects    

Alley bounded by 113 Ross Avenue, 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, 2114 Grand Avenue, and 114 
Kent Street 
Alley bounded by 114 Broadway Avenue, 1930 Grand Avenue, 1932 Grand Avenue, 1938 Grand  

   Avenue and 1942 Grand Avenue           
 
Lindman explained the purpose of the meeting is to take comments from property owners regarding 
special assessments. The comments received are forwarded to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee (CISM) which will meet February 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. CISM will approve, 
disapprove or modify the plans or assessments for the project and forward a recommendation to the 
Common Council. It is anticipated the Common Council will take action at the February 25, 2020 
meeting.  There were no objections to dispense with the reading of the official hearing notice.   
 
Lindman indicated the 2020 assessment rate is estimated at $14 per foot.  Lindman stated staff from the 
Engineering Department will be available after the public hearing if there are specific questions about 
individual properties or the work to be done under the project. 
 
Wesolowski explained that alley paving projects are much simpler and typically there is not a lot of 
utility work.  However, extending storm sewer is proposed for the alley south of Ross Avenue.   
 
At this time, Lindman opened the public hearing and asked for persons in attendance who wished to 
speak regarding special assessments to come to the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
Alley bounded by 113 Ross Avenue, 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, 2114 Grand Avenue, and 114 Kent 
Street and Alley bounded by 114 Broadway Avenue, 1930 Grand Avenue, 1932 Grand Avenue, 1938 
Grand Avenue, and 1942 Grand Avenue 
 
Nick Burger, owner of 113 Ross Avenue and 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, is the original petitioner.  This 
is where Young Drug Store is, which drains to the back.  The alley floods his back lot when it rains.  
The existing alley is gravel and gets potholes, which is an issue for his tenants.  He would like this 
project to move forward and asked if storm sewer would be installed.  Wesolowski indicated that storm 
sewer puts the project over budget.  He is working with DPW to extend storm sewer in Ross before the 
alley is paved.  Burger stressed the importance of installing storm sewer before the alley is paved.  
Wesolowski stated it would not pay to pave the alley without having storm sewer installed.  Staff is 
planning on moving ahead with extending storm sewer if the project is approved. 
 
There were no further comments and the public hearing was closed. 
 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, Rasmussen, Thao (Lawrence and McElhaney – Excused) 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Lenz, Sippel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
 
 
2020 Alley Paving Project:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation    
 
Wesolowski said the public hearing was held by the Board of Public Works.  No one appeared in opposition.  
Both projects were petitioned for.  One of the alleys will need storm sewer which Engineering will work with 
DPW to complete. 
 
Thao moved to approve the 2020 Alley Paving Projects.  Rasmussen seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 3-0. 
 



 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 5 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – February 13, 2020

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM

 
2020 Alley Paving Project:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

The following alleys are proposed for paving in 2020: 

 

 Alley bounded by 113 Ross Avenue, 2100-2112 Grand Avenue, 2114 Grand Avenue, 
and 114 Kent Street 

 Alley bounded by 114 Broadway Avenue, 1930 Grand Avenue, 1932 Grand Avenue, 
1938 Grand Avenue, and 1942 Grand Avenue 

The Board of Public Works held a public hearing on February 4, 2020 regarding special 
assessments for the alleys.  The minutes of the public hearing are attached. 

 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
The total estimated cost for paving of the alleys is $18,000.  Special assessments are estimated at 
$8,900. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends approving the 2020 Alley Paving Project and corresponding special 
assessments. 
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Approving 2020 Street Reconstruction Projects and Authorization to Let Bids  

 
Committee Action:  Approved 3-0 
Fiscal Impact:   Estimated construction cost $2,755,000; estimated special assessments $254,000 

 
 
File Number: 

 
20-0106 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: $2,755,000 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount: $2,755,000 Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the following streets have been proposed for construction under the 2020 Street 
Construction Project: 

 
Cedar Street from 7th Avenue to 14th Avenue 

Kickbusch Street from Bellis Street to 13th Street 
 
WHEREAS, this project is assessable in whole or in part to the abutting property owners for special 

benefits conferred upon properties by the improvement of the abovementioned streets; a preliminary 
resolution to levy special assessments to the abutting owners was adopted by the Common Council on 
January 14, 2020; and the Engineer's report has been filed with the City Clerk, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works conducted public hearings for the project special 
assessments on February 4, 2020, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee discussed the proposed 

projects at its meeting on February 13, 2020 and recommends work be accomplished under the 2020 Street 
Construction Projects, and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2020 special assessment rate was set by Council on September 24, 2019, and 



 
WHEREAS, street grades will be established or reestablished and fixed as shown on the plans for 

the project (copy on file in the Engineering Department), and minor revisions will be made in the plans as 
may be necessary during construction, now therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council authorizes securing of bids and construction of the 
2020 Street Construction Projects. 
 
Approved: 

 
       
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
            
 

 



BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Date of Meeting: February 4, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
    
Members Present: Lindman, Jacobson, Groat 
 
Also Present:  Wesolowski, Niksich 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2020 Street Reconstruction Projects    
   Cedar Street from 7th Avenue to 14th Avenue 
   Kickbusch Street from Bellis Street to 13th Street        
 
Lindman explained the purpose of the meeting is to take comments from property owners regarding 
special assessments. The comments received are forwarded to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee (CISM) which will meet February 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. CISM will approve, 
disapprove or modify the plans or assessments for the project and forward a recommendation to the 
Common Council. It is anticipated the Common Council will take action at the February 25, 2020 
meeting.  There were no objections to dispense with the reading of the official hearing notice.   
 
Lindman indicated the 2020 assessment rate is set at $42 per foot.  The sewer lateral is $500 if replaced.  
Drive approach replacement is estimated at $6.00 per square foot.  Replacement of defective sidewalk is 
estimated at $6.00 per lineal foot and installation of new sidewalk is estimated at $12.00 per lineal foot. 
 
Lindman stated staff from the Engineering Department will be available after the public hearing if there 
are specific questions about individual properties or the work to be done under the project. 
 
Wesolowski explained the purpose of the public hearing is to take comments regarding special 
assessments.  Staff is at 70% design.  Property owners should have received a letter regarding their 
driveway width and asking for additional information.  If approved by Council, the projects will be bid 
out in March with summer construction.  The exact date for construction is not known yet.  When that is 
determined, residents will receive another letter with contractor and project inspector information.  This 
letter will also include information regarding garbage collection, mailboxes, traffic control and parking.   
 
At this time, Lindman opened the public hearing and asked for persons in attendance who wished to 
speak regarding special assessments to come to the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
Cedar Street from 7th Avenue to 14th Avenue and Kickbusch Street from Bellis Street to 13th Street 
 
Brandon Johnson lives on 12th Avenue off of Cedar Street.  He asked what the main factor was to 
determine construction was needed.  He stated there are no faults in the road where he lives and asked 
why the entire strip is proposed rather than just sections.  Wesolowski stated staff looks at the condition 
of the road.  Cedar Street is rated in poor condition.  The condition of the underground utilities is also 
taken into consideration.  The first thing looked at is the pavement rating.  Streets are rated every other 
year with 10 being new condition and 1 basically gravel.  Cedar Street is rated a 3.  Anything below a 5 
is considered for reconstruction. 
 
Jim Seidel, 202 South 13th Street, questioned who determines if the sidewalk is defective and needs 
replacement.  Wesolowski indicated the Engineering Department makes the determination based upon 
the condition of the existing sidewalk.  Seidel asked if there was ever a time when sidewalk was not 



considered defective.  He noted Washington Street where the entire sidewalk on both sides was replaced 
during reconstruction.  He has a hard time believing some of that sidewalk was not defective.  
Wesolowski explained some sidewalk is taken out due to lateral replacement.  If there is so much 
sidewalk removed it does not pay to keep a square here and there.  In most cases we try to save as much 
sidewalk as we can to minimize the cost.   
 
Seidel noted the letter Wesolowski referred to earlier regarding items such as parking during the project.  
Wesolowski indicated if the project moves forward, property owners will receive a construction letter 
that outlines garbage collection, parking, etc.  Lindman explained that staff will work with the 
contractor.  People will put out their garbage containers as normal and the contractor will move them to 
a central location for pickup.  The contractor will work with residents regarding parking on the street 
and having access to driveways.   
 
Seidel asked if handicap individuals would have any special consideration.  There are at least four 
people in wheelchairs who have to get out during the day for doctor appointments.  He understands there 
will be access at night but questioned how this would be handled during the day.  Wesolowski stated if 
the addresses with special needs are known, we can put those in the contract.  During construction an 
inspector will be on site.  If residents have a certain need, the inspector will work with the contractor to 
meet those needs.   
 
Seidel indicated there are a number of people who are Southeast Asian.  Some speak perfect English but 
there are a number of older residents that may not understand.  He suggested contacting the Hmong 
Association to interpret this to homeowners who are unaware of what this means.   
 
Richard Mosher, 1234 Kickbusch Street, stated there is no sidewalk on the north side of the street.  He 
questioned if it was logical to install sidewalk on the north side.  Wesolowski stated sidewalk is not 
proposed east of 11th Street.  Sidewalk is proposed to be installed between 10th Street and 11th Street on 
the north side. 
 
There were no further comments and the public hearing was closed. 
 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, Rasmussen, Thao (Lawrence and McElhaney – Excused) 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Lenz, Sippel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
 
2020 Street Construction Projects:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation   
 
Wesolowski stated that the public hearing was held by the Board of Public Works.  A few comments were 
received but no one appeared in opposition of the projects.   
 
Rasmussen moved to approve the 2020 Street Construction Projects.  Thao seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 3-0.   
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – February 13, 2020

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM

 
2020 Street Construction Projects:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 
Cedar Street from 7th Avenue to 14th Avenue and Kickbusch Street from Bellis Street to 13th 
Street are proposed for reconstruction in 2020.  The Board of Public Works held a public hearing 
on February 4, 2020 regarding the special assessments for Cedar Street and for Kickbusch Street.  
The minutes of the public hearing are attached. 
 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
The estimated cost for improvements to Cedar Street is $1,371,000 and Kickbusch Street is 
$1,384,000.  These estimated amounts include costs for sanitary sewer and water.  Special 
assessments for Cedar Street are estimated at $117,000 and Kickbusch Street is estimated at 
$137,000. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends approving the reconstruction of Cedar Street from 7th Avenue to 14th Avenue 
and Kickbusch Street from Bellis Street to 13th Street and the corresponding special assessments. 
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
 

 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

FINAL RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE AND PLAN COMMISSION 

 
Vacating and discontinuing right-of-way at the intersection of  West Thomas Street and South 15th 
Avenue 

  
Committee Action:  CISM: Approved 5-0 

Plan:  Approved 6-0 
Fiscal Impact:   None 
 
File Number: 

 
19-1104 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

           RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 66.1003(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Common Council 
has heretofore initiated proceedings on November 12, 2019 at a regular meeting of the Common Council 
to vacate and discontinue the following-described portion of street in the City of Wausau: 
 
  That portion the S. 15th Avenue right-of-way lying adjacent to Lot 2, Block 1,  

Crocker’s Addition to the Town of Stettin, Section 34, Township 29 North,  
Range 7 East, City of Wausau, Marathon County, Wisconsin, described as  
follows: 

 
Lying Northerly of the Northerly right-of-way of W. Thomas Street lying  
adjacent to said Lot 2, extended Westerly (said right-of-way as dedicated by  
Relocation Order and R/W Plat approved February 9th, 2016 by City of  
Wausau Common Council as File #02-1005, and filed February 18th, 2016  
in the Office of County Clerk for Marathon County), lying Easterly of a line  
parallel to and 50 feet Easterly of the Westerly right-of-way of S. 15th Avenue  
as dedicated by said Relocation Order, and lying South of the North line of  
said Lot 2, extended Westerly. 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the passage of such resolution had been set by the Common 

Council, which hearing was set for 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, Wausau, Wisconsin, 
on the 9th day of January, 2020, written notice of such meeting was duly served on the owners of all of 



the frontage of the lots and lands abutting upon the portion of street sought to be discontinued as 
provided by law, and notice was published in the newspaper as provided by law; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was duly held pursuant to said notice at the time and place 

therefor affixed and all persons so served and interested were then and there given an opportunity to be 
heard; and 
 

WHEREAS, a proper notice of the pendency of said petition for vacation and discontinuance 
and map covering the proposed vacation was duly filed in the office of Register of Deeds for Marathon 
County, as required by the Wisconsin Statutes; and 
 

WHEREAS, your Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee and your Plan 
Commission, after considering the matter, have recommended that the aforedescribed portion of street 
be vacated and discontinued; and 

 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation has requested that they be granted easement 

and ingress and egress rights over, across and under the portion of street for the purpose of installing, 
maintaining, inspecting, repairing, and/or replacing any of their utilities.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Wausau that it is hereby declared 

that since the public interest requires it, the herein described portion of street is hereby vacated and 
discontinued; provided, however, this resolution shall take effect and have validity only after the 
granting by the City to requesting utilities any and all permanent easement and ingress and egress rights 
deemed necessary by them. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the City of Wausau shall retain easement and ingress and 

egress rights over, across and under the portion of street being vacated for the purpose of installing, 
maintaining, inspecting, repairing and/or replacing any of their utilities, and systems such as storm 
sewer and electrical. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper City officials are hereby authorized and 

directed to execute an easement to Wisconsin Public Service Corporation, if they wish, approved by the 
City Attorney, granting all necessary easement and ingress and egress rights, all within and/or over the 
portion of street to be vacated, and that this entity shall have until March 27, 2020, to get the easement 
recorded. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk, upon the recording of the above-
referenced easement, but no earlier than March 27, 2020, shall record a certified copy of this resolution 
accompanied with a map showing the location of said vacated portion of street in the office of the 
Register of Deeds for Marathon County, and that the City Clerk shall notify the Engineering Department 
as to when this resolution has been recorded. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
        
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
 
 
 
 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: January 9, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, McElhaney, Rasmussen, Lawrence, Thao 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Sippel, Pergolski, 

Mohelnitzky, Abbiehl, Barr, Peckham, Chimel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Public Hearing:  Discussion and possible action on vacating and discontinuing right-of-way at the 
intersection of West Thomas Street and South 15th Avenue        
 
Nicole Yunk and Will Schultz, 1406 West Thomas Street, explained that their closing documents indicate they are 
to maintain this area.  For the last 6 months it has been used as a construction area for the apartments across the 
street.  If it is vacated, they are hoping the right-of-way would be available to purchase or obtain from the City. 
 
No further comments were offered and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Wesolowski explained if vacated the area does not go out for purchase; the land goes to the adjoining property 
owners.  Sewer and water extends through this area so the City would keep easement rights.  When vacated, the 
County determines who gets the land.  It appears a portion would go to 1033, a portion to 1406, and a small 
remnant goes to the property on the other side of the road.  They would have to work out a deal with the property 
owners across the road to purchase that portion. 
 
Rasmussen feels it would make sense to approach the owner of the duplexes and ask if they are willing to waive 
off their portion immediately.  She knows we have the ability to do that and referenced the Schierl project near the 
Labor Temple.  At one point of that project, one side was to waive off their right to its half so the development 
could have the whole piece.  She feels it would be silly to offer them a little piece across the street that they would 
have to mow.  She believes a conversation should take place with the property owners on the front end.  
Wesolowski will try to work this out before the vacation goes to Council. 
 
Rasmussen moved to approve the vacation of right-of-way at the intersection of West Thomas Street and South 
15th Avenue with the directive that an arrangement between parties be worked out at the same time.  Lawrence 
seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
It was clarified that if an arrangement cannot be worked out on the front end, the vacation process would continue 
and the property owners will have to do it themselves.   
 



PLAN COMMISSION 

  

 

Time and Date:  The Plan Commission met on Tuesday, February 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Common Council Chambers of Wausau City Hall.   

 

Members Present: Mayor Robert Mielke, Eric Lindman, Gary Gisselman, Patrick Peckham, Ron 

Zahrt, Andrew Brueggeman 

 

Others Present:  Brad Lenz, Brad Sippel, Melissa Engen 

  

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 

the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

 

Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 p.m. noting that a quorum was present.   

 

Discussion and possible action on vacating and discontinuing right-of-way at the intersection of 

West Thomas Street and South 15th Avenue.         

 

Lindman said that this area was reconstructed with the first phase of Thomas Street.  The neighboring 

property has requested the excess right-of-way.   

 

Brueggeman motioned to vacate and discontinue right-of-way at the intersection of West Thomas Street 

and South 15th Avenue.  Zahrt seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 6-0.  This item will go to 

Common Council on February 25, 2020. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – January 9, 2020

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Public Hearing:  Discussion and possible action on vacating and discontinuing right-of-way at the 
intersection of West Thomas Street and South 15th Avenue 

 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Phase I of Thomas Street realigned the north leg of S. 15th Avenue at Thomas Street.  The 
realignment left an excess of right-of-way on the northeast corner of the intersection.  The purpose 
of this public hearing is to hear public comment on the issue.    A map is attached.       

 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT
 
Minimal, potentially less area for City/DPW crews to maintain, also creates a larger corner parcel. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends approval pending public comment on the issue.               
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403

CONFIRMATION OF MAYOR'S APPOINTMENTS
to Boards, Commissions and Committees:  Mayor's Welcoming & Inclusivity Committee

Mayor's Welcoming & Inclusivity Committee

Robert B. Mielke, Mayor

Individual is in their own 1st full term

Designates the term number appointed to

Individual is filling the unexpired term of a former member



  

 407 Grant Street – Wausau, WI 54403 

Office of the Mayor 
Robert B. Mielke 

TEL: (715) 261-6800 
          FAX: (715) 261-6808 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  February 12, 2020 
TO:  Mary Goede, Deputy Clerk 
FROM:  Mayor Robert Mielke 
RE:  Appointment to Mayor’s Welcoming and Inclusivity Committee  
 
Please add the following appointment to the agenda for the Council Meeting on Tuesday, February 25, 
2020.   If you have any questions, please call my office.  Thank you. 
 
MAYOR’S WELCOMING & INCLUSIVITY COMMITTEE  
(All members shall serve a 3-year term) 
 
Ms. Aaron Decker (Term expires 4/30/23) 
2210 Fawn Avenue 
Schofield, WI  54476 
715-965-5622 
Aaron.decker@libertymutual.com  
 
Encl:  Decker Intent Letter & Bio 
 
Cc: Tom Neal 
 

mailto:Aaron.decker@libertymutual.com


Letter of Intent 
Mayor Mielke, 

After learning of Wausau’s diversity and inclusion committee, WIDER, at a recent public event at 
Whitewater Music Hall, I knew that it was time for me to volunteer and participate in this amazing 
opportunity to make a difference. Donating my time, energy and ideas for such a critical cause is 
important to me; I have long been searching for a way to give back to the Wausau community.  

I am eager to jump in to help bridge gaps and create a greater sense of diversity and inclusion in 
Wausau!  

Sincerely,  

Aaron Decker 
2210 Fawn Avenue 
Schofield, WI  54476 
 
715-965-5622 
Aaron.Decker@libertymutual.com  
 

BIO – Aaron Decker 
I was born in Wausau and raised in Athens. After high school graduation in 2002, I attended the 
University of Stevens Point – Wausau (UWMC). This was the start of my daily commute to Wausau. I was 
in Wausau at least five days a week, if not every day!  

Following the completion of my Associates degree, I continued my schooling at the UWMC. While I was 
completing my bachelors, I began working for Liberty Mutual Insurance in 2004. Over the next eight 
years, I graduated from UW Stevens Point (attending all classes in Wausau) as well as completing my 
Master degree through a satellite office in Wausau from Cardinal Stritch.  

In 2013, my daughter and I moved to Wausau. Between work, my schooling, shopping and daycare, 
everything was here! We rented for a short six months in Strawberry Fields before I purchased a duplex 
across from Wausau West; which I still own today. A few years ago, I built a house in the greater 
Wausau area.  

For fun, my daughter and I enjoy traveling. We like to attend local events and see all the wonderful 
things Wausau has to offer. My favorite event is Artfest! Rain or shine, I will be there. The same goes for 
Chalkfest. The prevalence of art in Wausau is a huge attraction, and one of the things that I am very 
grateful for! Also, I am an avid reading and jump on any opportunity to learn!  

mailto:Aaron.Decker@libertymutual.com


 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Approving the WisDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant application to create a 
section of the Business Campus Trail system between 72nd Avenue and Innovation Way. 

 
Committee Action:  Approved 3-0 

Fiscal Impact:   If grant is not awarded: none 
If grant is awarded: future commitment of 20% of approved construction costs 
($149,651 local share estimate), design costs ($29,930 local share estimate), and state 
review fees ($119,721 estimate) between 2021 and 2024. Total project cost estimated 
at $1,017,626. 

 
File Number: 

 
16-0317 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: $299,302 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount: $718,324  
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

           RESOLUTION 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation has made Transportation Alternatives Program 
(TAP) grant funding available for the 2020-2024 grant cycle; and  
 
WHEREAS, the TAP grants are awarded to communities to improve alternative transportation 
infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Wausau business campus is growing and the City has planned for improvements to the 
business campus to ensure that jobs are retained and expanded; and  
 
WHEREAS, there are no bicycle and pedestrian accommodations east to west in the business campus; 
and    
 
WHEREAS, the proposed segment of trail would be an alternative to Highland Drive in connecting the 
eastern and western sections of the business campus; and 
 



WHEREAS, the development of bicycle and pedestrian trails would enhance the environment for 
employees, businesses and visitors to the Wausau Business Campus, and improve the transportation 
options and connectivity for employees of the business campus; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed project is part of the adopted Business Campus Trail Conceptual Master Plan; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the segment of trail on 72nd Avenue from International Drive to Packer Drive has been 
awarded TAP funding and is scheduled for construction in 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the city’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee reviewed the proposed project and 
is supportive of the plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received letters of support of the business campus trail system from businesses 
in the business campus; and     
 
WHEREAS, the Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) of the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation would cover up to 80% of approved project costs; now therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Wausau hereby supports the proposed 
project of the Business Campus Trail, from 72nd Avenue to Innovation Way; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council supports the application of this project to the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation’s 2020-2024 Transportation Alternative Program, including 
local cost share requirements of the program. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
      
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor    
 

 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, Rasmussen, Thao (Lawrence and McElhaney – Excused) 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Lenz, Sippel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
 
Discussion and possible action on a resolution supporting the 2020-2024 Transportation Alternatives 
Program applications for the east-west segment of the Business Campus Trail     
 
Sippel indicated that the City applied for 2020-2024 Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) grant for the east-
west Business Campus Trail segment, the main spine running east-west of the proposed Business Campus Trail 
system from 72nd Avenue to the existing trail leading to CTH O.  TAP grants reimburse up to 80% of approved 
project costs.  We applied for this and the 72nd Avenue portion of that trail in the previous cycle.  The 72nd 
Avenue portion was awarded TAP funds and is expected to be constructed in 2023.  This application is to 
continue on that and to build the east-west spine.  A resolution supporting the application is needed as part of the 
application.  The City commitment is broken down in the resolution, if the grant is awarded.  Based on WisDOT 
funding availability, we would expect design to start in fiscal year 2023 if awarded. 
 
Rasmussen supports submission of applications for grants as any time we can get a grant that covers 80% of our 
costs is obviously a good thing.  A while ago we recognized providing safe bike and walking accommodations in 
the Business Campus is key with the amount of truck traffic.  Construction of these trails both for worker wellness 
programs and for residents in adjacent subdivisions is a big help.  The TID plans for the Business Campus 
contemplate this trail.   
 
Rasmussen moved to approve a resolution supporting the 2020-2024 Transportation Alternatives Program 
application for the east-west segment of the Business Campus Trail.  Thao seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 3-0. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – February 13, 2020

 
 
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Resolution supporting the 2020-2024 TAP applications for the east-west segment of the Business 
Campus Trail 
 
 
 BACKGROUND
 
The applications to the Wisconsin DOT for 2020-2024 Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) federal 
grants were due in January. If awarded, TAP grants reimburse for up to 80% of approved construction 
and/or design costs. 
 
The City submitted an application to construct a segment of the business campus trail on City-owned land 
between 72nd Avenue and the trail along Innovation Way in the western expansion of the business 
campus. The proposed trail segment is designed to provide an off-road transportation link spanning from 
the eastern edge to the western edge of the Wausau Business Campus (72nd Avenue to County Highway 
O), serving as an alternative to Highland Drive for active transportation. 
 
There are currently very limited bicycle and pedestrian facilities throughout the business campus. Highland 
Drive and International Drive do not have sidewalks or bicycle facilities. The segment of trail along 72nd 
Avenue was awarded a TAP grant during the 2018-2022 funding cycle and is planned for construction in 
2022. The proposed segment would connect to this trail. 
 
There are many employees that commute by bicycle to work in the business campus and/or walk 
throughout the campus during the day. The City has received a letter of support signed by a group of the 
businesses located in the business campus. This letter also expressed concerns about the safety of their 
employees that walk and bicycle in the area due to the lack of infrastructure and presence of truck traffic. 
Ultimately, the proposed trails should connect with future residential development to the east of the 
business campus.  
 
The segment is identified in the adopted Business Campus Trail Conceptual Master Plan and the Wausau 
MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. A trail system through the business campus is also identified in the Tax 
Increment District #5 plan.  
 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT
 
If grant is not awarded: none 
 
If grant is awarded: future commitment of 20% of approved construction costs ($149,651 local share 
estimate), design costs ($29,930 local share estimate), and state review fees ($119,721 estimate) between 
2021 and 2024. Total project cost estimated at $1,017,626. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Recommend the attached resolution to the Common Council.
 

Staff contact: Brad Sippel 715-261-6686 
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CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

ORDINANCE OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & STREET  

MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Designating one 15-minute parking stall in the 600 block of N. 3rd Street 

 
Committee Action: 

 
Approved 3-0 Ordinance Number:      

 
Fiscal Impact: 

 
Minimal to install sign 

 
File Number: 

 
20-0208 Date Introduced:   February 25, 2020 

 
 WHEREAS, a request was received by a downtown business requesting a 15-minute parking stall 
be created in the 600 block of N. 3rd Street to allow for loading and unloading of equipment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, your Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee has reviewed the 
request and examined the need for a 15-minute parking stall in the 600 block of N. 3rd Street. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Wausau do ordain as follows: 
  

Add      (           ) 
 
Section 1. Section 10.20.080(b) of the Wausau Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows: 
 
 North 3rd Street 
 

. . . 
 

• Three 15-minute passenger loading and unloading stalls on the east side of the street, 
at the 700 block, beginning 78 feet north of Grant Street and extending north 69 feet 
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

•  First stall north of McClellan Street, 15 minutes parking, on the west side of the street, 
 at the 600 block 
 
. . . 

 
Section 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 
Section 3. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of publication. 

 
Adopted:      Approved: 
Approved:  
Published:         
Attest:       Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 

 
Attest:       

 
  
Leslie Kremer, Clerk 



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 13, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Gisselman, Rasmussen, Thao (Lawrence and McElhaney – Excused) 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Mielke, Lindman, Wesolowski, Buckner, Alfonso, Niksich, Lenz, Sippel 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Discussion and possible action on establishing a 15 minute parking space in the 600 block of 3rd Street  
 
Gisselman read a letter received from Emily Voss and Mark and Paula Voss.  The staff reports does not object to 
this request. 
 
Rasmussen noted that we just went through a parking study and sweeping changes to make parking consistent.  
One of the main complaints from downtown business owners was that parking was inconsistent with 15 minutes 
in one area, 30 minutes in another, and two hours elsewhere.  To create consistency, we changed to 2 hours.  She 
believes people are misunderstanding parking.  When one parks in a stall on 3rd Street they do not have to go to a 
kiosk and pay.  They can park up to 2 hours for free.  This does not mean someone trying to unload can’t be in 
those spots.  We had the inconsistent parking rules because every time someone came in with a request, Parking 
and Traffic would approve and CISM was on that track as well.  We may need to reestablish a public education 
effort.  Establishing a stall as a loading zone for suppliers would make sense but to change for customers does not 
make sense.   
 
Thao likes standardization and also empathizes with businesses who are looking for convenience and the ability to 
provide a parking space for those who are quickly coming and going.  The letter states support of “15 minute 
parking stall(s)”.  She questioned if they were looking for more than one space. 
 
Blake Opal-Wahoske, Executive Director of the Wausau River District, 401 North 2nd Street, explained the 
request is for one spot.  This came to light after standardizing 2 hour on-street parking.  The issue businesses are 
running into is people staying for 1 to 2 hours and not having a spot with a high turnover.  This is one of the only 
blocks on 3rd Street that does not currently have a 15 minute stall.  Gisselman does not believe there is a 15 spot in 
the 400 block either.  Wesolowski noted there are 2 in the 300 block, one on each end.   
 
Thao asked if Opal-Wahoske has talked with other businesses in the 600 block.  Opal-Wahoske has and stated 
Kevin Korpela of Downtown Grocery is in favor of having one spot.  The River District is working on videos to 
help educate the community on parking.  Rasmussen said the problem is that spaces do not cycle out fast enough 
and then we have store complaints.  She thought all of the angle stalls went to 2 hour parking, other than 
handicap.  Since we left some 15 minute stalls in place there is now a precedence.  If the existing spaces are 
located at the ends of the block, it makes sense to stay consistent rather than adding a spot in the middle of the 
block.  She feels the south end makes more sense as it is closer to Downtown Grocery and Voss. 
 
Rasmussen moved to establish one 15 minute parking stall at the south end of the 600 block.  Thao seconded. 
 
Buckner feels it makes sense to have the space on one end of the block if businesses will be using it for loading 
and unloading.  Then any off loading and loading would have some type of protection on one side of the car 
rather than having parking stalls on each side.  He noted that the businesses using the 15 minute spot have to be 
aware of the no reparking rule. 
 
Paula Voss stated her daughter owns Voss Studios and she owns Voss Holdings, the apartments above.   Their 
situation is unique and parking has been a bit of a problem and will get worse as summer approaches.  She feels if 
the 15 minute parking stall is by Back When, it does not help them.  When they take their equipment offsite, they 
load up one to two cars taking ten trips.  To haul down the block would be difficult.  They have been parking 
between cars and loading for the last 7 years.   



 
Rasmussen said if a spot is designated, they may come to use it and find other customers in it so it may not help 
anyway.  Voss said at least there would be a 15 minute spot and they can drive around until it’s open.  It would 
help but they also worry about reparking.  Rasmussen stated the answer to needing a spot multiple times a day is 
the parking lot to the south of Downtown Grocery or the lot next to Sweets on 3rd.  There is no way to 
accommodate street parking with these unique needs.  If we start tailoring parking to the needs of one property 
owner we will have the same request from others.  Voss would hope everyone remains open enough to what the 
needs of the community are.  Voss has been hearing from a lot of people who are no longer coming to downtown. 
 
Thao asked Voss what her options or solutions would be.  Voss currently parks and turns her flashers on hoping 
she will not get a ticket.  They rent spots from the law firm, which is where they park 95% of the time, they just 
load their vehicles on the street.  In a perfect world, she would have a parking pass to use when loading.  
Rasmussen noted that the parking utility only cycles through about once every two hours.   
 
Thao said this system is relatively new and at this point we do not have enough analysis.  This will be the first full 
year in place.  She feels the best compromise is to have one stall.  Buckner made a good point with the safety 
concern of having the space at the end of the block versus having cars on each side.  After we finish the first full 
year, Thao thinks we will hear more from other businesses on the true impact.  She understands this will not meet 
all of Voss’s expectations, but asked to let this be a potential compromise and re-elevate it a year from now with.  
Voss said this will be good for others, especially Downtown Grocery.  She will most likely continue to roll the 
dice as it will not be efficient to go to the end of the block for loading. 
 
Alfonso asked if the alley behind the buildings is a public alley.  Voss said the area is too tight and they want 
Evolutions to have that space.  Lenz stated per the GIS map, this is not a public alley. 
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to establish one 15 minute parking stall at the south end of the 600 
block carried unanimously 3-0. 
 



 
 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 3 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – February 13, 2020

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on establishing a 15 minute parking space in the 600 block of 3rd 
Street 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Blake Opal-Wahoske, Executive Director of the Wausau River District, contacted Engineering 
and requested a 15 minute parking stall on the 600 block of N. 3rd Street, preferably in the middle 
of the block.  A map is included for reference.    There are 15 stalls on the west side of the 600 
block of 3rd Street.  It should be noted there are municipal lots on both ends of the block on the 
east side of 3rd Street. 

 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
None. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff has no objection to the request.                  
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 



February 6th, 2020 
 
Dear Capital Improvement Street Maintenance Committee, 
 
We would like to express our support of the 15 minute parking stall(s) on the 600 
block on Third Street.  The change in parking has directly affected us and our 
clients.  We are getting a lot of feedback from community members that are now 
avoiding Downtown Wausau due to the new parking regulations.  We hope that 
the committee continues to listen to the feedback and make adjustments as 
necessary to maintain our vibrant downtown. 
 
Due to the nature of our business, we frequently have to load and unload bulky 
carloads of equipment.  We have definitely felt the impact of the new parking 
regulations and this will only increase as we move into six months of our busy 
season.  We also have clients drop by the Studio to pick up packages and are 
struggling to find parking or to understand the parking regulations. 
 
We feel, as the owners of VOSStudios and Voss Holdings, this is a step in the right 
direction and also encourage the committee to make further modifications as 
needed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily Voss 
Owner of VOSStudios 
 
Mark and Paula Voss 
Owners of Voss Holdings 
 
 



Legend

THIS MAP IS NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATIONNAD_1983_2011_WISCRS_Marathon_Feet

Feet25.00

DISCLAIMER: The information and depictions herein are for informational purposes and Marathon County-City of Wausau specifically
disclaims accuracy in this reproduction and specifically admonishes and advises that if specific and precise accuracy is required, the same

should be determined by procurement of certified maps, surveys, plats, Flood Insurance Studies, or other official means. Marathon
County-City of Wausau will not be responsible for any damages which result from third party use of the information and depictions herein

or for use which ignores this warning.

025.00

Notes

2/6/2020Map Created:

Parcel

Section Line/Number

Railroad

Municipality



CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Approving sale of 1328 Torney Avenue  

Committee Action:    Approved 4 - 0 

Fiscal Impact:       Sale of the property will result in an increase to tax base once property is developed  

File Number: 20-0209 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  N/A – no costs 

Included in Budget:  Yes No   
One-time Costs:    Yes No   
Recurring Costs:  Yes No  Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:           Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:          Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:           Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:           Yes No   

TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt    Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Wausau received 1328 Torney Avenue through Deed in Lieu of Foreclosure 
from the previous owner who had a Community Development Homeowner Rehabilitation loan on it due 
to the condition of the property and their inability to care for it; 
 
WHEREAS, the City, in connection with the Department of Public Works demolished the building, 
removed the debris and foundation, and performed final clean-up of the lot to make it ready for 
redevelopment/resale;  
 
WHEREAS, through the City’s Property Disposition Program this property was targeted as a 
Redevelopment Property and was marketed according to the Property Disposition Program guidelines;  
 
WHEREAS, an offer has been received from Habitat for Humanity of Wausau for the purchase of the 
lot for $2,000 for an upcoming new single family home, built through Habitat for Humanity, and to be 
sold to an approved Habitat for Humanity family;    
 
WHEREAS, The Economic Development Committee recommends to sell this property to Habitat for 
Humanity of Wausau in the amount of $2000.00 with Habitat for Humanity of Wausau assuming any 
closing costs; 
 
 



 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Wausau hereby 
approves the sale of 1328 Torney Avenue to Habitat for Humanity of Wausau for the sales price of 
$2000 with Habitat for Humanity to assume all closing cost;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate City officials are hereby authorized and directed 
to execute the necessary real estate documents for the conveyance of 1328 Torney Avenue to Habitat for 
Humanity of Wausau.  
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
       
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor          



Page 1 of 1 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Date and Time:   Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 5:15 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
Members Present:  Tom Neal (c), Gary Gisselman, Patrick Peckham, Lisa Rasmussen 

and Michael Martens 
 
Others Present:  Chris Schock, Anne Jacobson, Brad Lenz, Robert Mielke, Tammy 

Stratz and Michelle Van Krey 
 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily 
Herald in the proper manner.  
 
The Economic Development Committee meeting was called to order by Neal at 5:15 p.m. 
 
#2 Discussion and Possible Action on the Property Disposition application received for the property at 
1328 Torney Avenue 
 
Tammy Stratz, Community Development Manager, explained the property disposition program in which 
the city has vacant lots available for sale. Habitat for Humanity has made an offer of $2,000 on the lot 
located at 1328 Torney Avenue to build a house. Neal asked if this offer was on par with previous offers 
made by Habitat for Humanity. Stratz explained that this offer is actually higher than previous lots the city 
has sold or transferred to Habitat for Humanity.  
 
Motion by Rasmussen, second by Martens to move forward as proposed. 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

 
Supporting our Hmong/Lao Community and Opposing Federal Deportation of Hmong/Lao residents 
to Laos 

 
Committee Action:  Pending 
Fiscal Impact:   None 
 
File Number: 

 
20-0206 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

 

           RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin is home to over 49,000 Hmong and Lao residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, Wausau is home to over 4,000 Hmong and Lao residents as of the 2010 Census; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, many Hmong and Lao soldiers fought alongside United States soldiers in the 
Secret War in Laos during the Vietnam War; and  
 

WHEREAS, our Hmong and Lao allies subsequently faced retaliation in Laos for their 
cooperation with the United States after the end of the Vietnam War; and  
 

WHEREAS, the United States offered protection to its Hmong and Lao allies after the war, 
allowing many Hmong refugees to resettle in the United States; and  
 

WHEREAS, these Hmong and Lao refugees have made their homes in Wisconsin and 
Wausau, raising families, working, starting businesses, living, and going to school here for several 
decades; and  
 

WHEREAS, nearly 4,800 Hmong and Lao individuals across the country have been served 
deportation orders issued by the U.S. Federal government; and  



 
WHEREAS, approximately 300 Hmong and Lao Wisconsin residents have been served 

deportation orders by the U.S. Federal government, at least 250 of whom have lived in the United 
States at least 10 years; and  
 

WHEREAS, Hmong and Lao refugees have long-established roots in Wisconsin and many 
have no family ties in Laos; and  
 

WHEREAS, Hmong and Lao refugees face the danger of marginalization, violence or death 
in Laos; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Wausau asserts that all refugees and immigrants should be treated 
with dignity, care, and respect; and  
 

WHEREAS, current and past generations of refugees and immigrants have helped build 
Wausau and make it the great city that it is, bringing economic development, vibrancy and cultural 
diversity; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Wausau reaffirms its goal as a welcoming city for immigrants, 
refugees, and newcomers from all over the world. 
 

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Wausau 
strongly opposes the deportation and repatriation of Hmong and Lao residents of Wausau to Laos, 
as well as deportation of Hmong and Lao refugees throughout the United States which have been 
issued by the U.S. Federal government and directs the City Clerk to send copies of this resolution 
to the local legislatures, Governor Evers, the Wisconsin League of Municipalities and our local U.S. 
representatives and senators.  
   
Approved: 

 
 

          
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
 



CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Authorizing acquisition of 117 and 119 E. Chellis Street and related budget modification 

 
Committee Action:  Approved 5-0 
Fiscal Impact:   $32,000 
 
File Number: 

 
20-0210 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: Capital Reserves 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

 

           RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Wausau has an opportunity to acquire property for public use at 117 
and 119 E. Chellis Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the city would like to utilize this property to expand the yard waste site; and 
 
 WHEREAS, your Finance Committee, at their November 26, 2019 meeting, approved the 
acquisition of the subject property and recommended an offer price of $32,000; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a phase I environmental has been completed with no issues and no additional 
environmental work required; and 
 
 WHEREAS, your Finance Committee, at their February 25, 2020 meeting, has reviewed and 
recommends a budget modification for the purchase of 117 and 119 E. Chellis Street: 
 
  Increase 150-231098301 Land  $32,000 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Wausau 
authorizes and directs staff to execute the necessary documents to administer the acquisition of the 
property located at 117 and 119 E. Chellis Street. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper city officials modify the budget as presented 
above and publish the budget modification in the official city newspaper. 



Approved: 
 
 

           
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
 



FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Date and Time:  Tuesday, November 26, 2019 @ 5:15 pm., Council Chambers 
Members Present:  Rasmussen, Smith, Martens, Nutting, Lawrence 
Others Present:  Groat, Barnes, Barteck, Kujawa, Mielke, Miller, Goede, Hanson, Lindman 
 

Discussion and possible action on the purchase of 117 E and 119 E Chellis Street for $32,000 
Lindman explained the property owner approached him regarding selling these two properties to the city to expand 
the yard waste site.  One property is vacant and the other one has a house and garage on it.   He stated the city 
looked at how to expand the yard waste site about four years ago.  The site is used eight to nine months out of the 
year which is very beneficial to the city and the citizens.  He indicated it is a reasonable price for the property and if 
approved, DPW will demolish the buildings and the land will be vacated.   
 
Nutting questioned with this expansion what they would do for a buffer between it and the next neighbors over.  
Lindman responded they have not looked at that yet, but it could be a screening type fence or a wall.   
 
Motion by Nutting, second by Lawrence to approve the purchase of 117 and 119 E Chellis Street for $32,000.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Approving alleged claim on excessive assessment – Walgreen Co. (504 S. 17th Avenue) and related 
budget modification 

 
Committee Action:  Pending 
Fiscal Impact:   Requested refund of $22,905.00 
 
File Number: 

 
08-0406 Date Introduced: February 25, 2020 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount:  $22,905.00 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount:  $22,905.00 TID 6 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

           RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the parties entered into a Settlement Agreement on April 26, 2019, for tax years 2015 
through 2018 which was approved by Council on April 23, 2019; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Agreement also provided that Walgreens agrees that it would not file an objection to the 
2019 assessment of the property provided the assessed value was $2,900,000 or lower.  In the event the 2019 
assessment exceeded this amount, then Walgreens would have the right to file a claim for refund for any taxes 
paid with respect to the 2019 assessment in excess of $2,900,000 and the City would grant any such claim for 
refund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the assessed value of the property for 2019 was set higher than $2,900,000; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Walgreen Co. appealed the 2019 assessment of the real property located at 504 S. 17th 
Avenue (PIN 291.2907.341.0838) to the Board of Review; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Request for Waiver of Board of Review Hearing was submitted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, your Board of Review, at their May 22, 2019 meeting, approved the waiver; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 28, 2020, Walgreen Co. served on the clerk a claim on excessive assessment 
pursuant to Section 74.37, Wisconsin Statutes and timely paid the first authorized installment of the tax for which 
the claim is filed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said claim, Walgreen Co. is requesting that the amount of general property tax 
imposed because the assessment of their property was excessive, be refunded in the amount of $22,905.00; and 
 
  WHEREAS, city staff has reviewed the claim and recommends that the claim be allowed as required by 
the Settlement Agreement; and 
 



 WHEREAS, your Finance Committee, on February 25, 2020, considered the matter and recommends 
that the claim be allowed and a budget modification for payment of the claim: 
 

INCREASE 144-344097410  Claim Payments $22,905.00 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Wausau that the 
claim of Walgreen Co. filed with the city clerk on January 28, 2020, for excessive assessment of the real property 
located at 504 S. 17th Avenue (PIN 291.2907.341.0838) is hereby approved. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper city officials modify the budget as presented above and 
publish the budget modification in the official city newspaper. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
      
Robert B. Mielke, Mayor 
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Reinhart BoernerVan Deuren s.c.
P.O. Box 2018

Madison, Wl 53701-2018

22 East MIfflin Street

Suite 700

Madison, Wl 53703

Telephone: 608.229.2200
Fax: 608.229.2100
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Don M. Millis, Esq
Direct Dial: 608-229-2234

dmillis@reinhartlaw.co

CLAIM FOR EXCESSIVE ASSESSMENT

SERVED BY PROCESS SERVER

Mary Goede, Clerk
CityofWausau
407 Grant Street

Wausau, Wl 54403-4737

Dear Clerk; Re: Tax Parcel No. 291-2907-341-0838

Now comes Claimant, Walgreen Co., tenant of parcel 291-2907-341-0838 (the
"Property") in Wausau, Wisconsin, by Claimant's attorneys Reinhart Boemer Van Deuren
S.C., and files this Claim for Excessive Assessment against the City of Wausau (the "City"),
pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 74.37.

1. This Claim is brought under Wis. Stat. § 74.37(3)(d), for a refimd of excessive
real estate taxes imposed on Claimant by the City for the year 2019, plus statutory interest,
with respect to the Property.

2. Claimant is the tenant of the Property, is responsible for the payment of
property taxes and the prosecution of property tax disputes involving the Property and is
authorized to bring this claim in its own name.

3. The City is a body corporate and politic, duly organized as a municipal
corporation under Wisconsin law, with its principal office located at 407 Grant Street in the
City.

4. The Property is located at 504 S. 17"^ Avenue within the City and is identified
in the City's records as Tax Parcel No. 291-2907-341-0838.

5. For 2019, property tax was imposed on property in the City at the rate of
$26.94719 per $1,000 for of the assessed value for Property.

Milwaukee, Wl • Madison, Wl • Waukesha, Wl ■ Chicago, IL • Rockford, 11 • Minneapolis, MN ■ Denver, CO • Phoenix, AZ
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7. For 2019, the City's assessor set the assessment of the Property at $3,750,000.

8. Claimant appealed the 2019 assessment of the Property by filing a timely
objection with the City's Board of Review pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 70.47 and otherwise
complying with all of the requirements of Wis. Stat. § 70.47, except Wis. Stat. § 70.47(13).

9. By virtue of hearing waiver pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 70.47(8m) the Board of
Review sustained the 2019 assessment on the merits without hearing at $3,750,000.

10. The City imposed tax on the Property in the amount of $101,051.98.

11. Claimant timely paid the property taxes imposed by the City on the Property
for 2019, or the required installment thereof.

12. Pursuant to a Settlement Agreement dated April 30,2019, the City reduced the
assessment of the Property to $2,900,000 for 2019 (see the attached Settlement Agreement,
paragraph 3).

10. Based on the above mill rate and the reduced assessment for 2019, the taxes
that should have been levied against the Property were $78,147.

11. Claimant is entitled, therefore, to a refund in the amount of $22,905 for 2019.

12. The City shall issue a refund in the amount $22,905 payable to Walgreen Co.
and remitted to Reinhart Boemer Van Deuren s.c. the Agent for the Claimant at 22 East
Mifflin Street, Suite 700, Madison, Wisconsin 53703.

13. Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, this 27*'' day of January, 2020.

Sincerely yours.

m M. Millis

Agent for Claimant

EJOHNSON/42917778



SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This Agreement is between Walgreen Co. ("Walgreens")) a coiporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of IlUnois and registered and authorized to conduct business
in the State of Wisconsin, and the City of Wauaau, Wisconsin (the "City"), a municipal
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Wisconsia

1. Definitions. In this Agreement:

(a) The "Property" means the land and improvements located at 504 South
17th Avenue, Tax Parcel No. 291-2907-341-0838 within the City.

(b) "Cases" means the actions pending in the circuit court for Marathon
County, Wisconsin titled Walgreen Co. v. Oty ofWausau, Case Nos. 15-CV-855 and 18-CV-
594.

(c) "Court" means the Circuit Court for Marathon County,

(d) A "tax year" means a year in which an assessment is made as of January 1,
with taxes based on the assessment payable in the year following the tax year.

2. Refitnd of Taxes. The Citv shall issue a refund payable to Wfllgrean fin ̂  nr tn
another account designated by Walgreens in writing, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 74.37, in the
amount $61,375.59 for 2015, $18,640.54 for 2016, $19,23(5,03 for 2017 and $22,588.52 for 2018
foratbtal of$121,840.68 as arefond ofproperty taxes previously paid by or billed to Walgreens
based on the property tax assessments ofthe Property for the tax years 2015 through2018. The
check for the refond shall be delivered to Walgreens' imdersigned counsel at 22 East MifiOin
Street, Suite 700, Madison, WI53703. The parties agree that no portion of this amount
constitutes interest

3. 2019 Assessment. Walgreens agrera that it wdll not file an objection to the 2019
assessment of the Property provided the assessed value is $2,900,000 or lower. In the event the
2019 assessment exceeds this amount, then Walgreens shall have the right to file a claim for
refond for any taxes paid with respect to the 2019 assessment in excess of $2,900,000 and the
City shall grant any such claim for refimd. The parties agree that the Court shall retain
jurisdiction to enforce this Section 3.

4. Waiver of Costs. Each party waives all claims for costs and or interest

5. TimeofPawnents. The City shall pay foe refond of tax for foe 2015,2016,2017
and 2018 tax years in fiill, as provided in Section 2 of this Agreement, within 45 days ofthe date
this Agreement is signed by both parties.

6. Obligation to Assist Walgreen's shall cooperate with the City ofWausau and
provide reasonable assistance, as needed, to enable the City to charge back a portion ofthe
refund amounts as applicable under Wis. Stat Sec. 74.41.

7. Stipulation for Dismissal. No later than ten days after Walgreens'coimsel



receives payment in full of the refund of taxes provided in Section 2 of this Agreement the
parties shall (a) enter ipto a stipulation, attached hereto as Exhibit A, signed by their respective
attorneys, for the dismissal of the Case (including, but not limited to, all claims asserted in the
Complaint in the Case) on the merits, with prejudice, and without costs to either party: and fb)
file the stipulation with the Court.

,  , -j^esponsibilitv for Pees and Expenses of Attomevs and Experts. Bach party qKMI
be solely responsible for the fees of its attorneys and experts.

Nq l^cpre^eptfffiQp^. Each party acknowledges and agrees that no representation
or promise not expressly contained in this Agreement has been made by the opposing party or
any of its eniployees, attorneys, agents, or representatives. Each party acknowledges that it is
not entering into this Agreement on the basis of any such representation or promise, express or
implied. ^

1  Binding on Successora. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the
benefit of each of the parties and their respective heirs, successors^ and assigns.

11' Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed and interpreted by the laws of
the State of Wisconsin.

Interpretation of Agreement. The parties acknowledge that this Agreement is the
product of joint negotiations. If any dispute arises concerning the interpretation of this
Agreement: (a) neither party shall be deemed the drafter of this Agreement for purposes of its
inteipretatibn; and (b) the parties shall attempt in good forth io resolve the dispute. The parties
agree that the Court retains jurisdiction to enforce this Agreement and that a party may ask the
Court to enforce this Agreement by filing motions in these Cases and serving the same oii the
other party.

jRenrarentation By Counsel: Reliance. Each party acknowledges that it has been
represented forpp^out all negotiations leading up to this Agreement by attorneys of its choice
and that its atfofneys have approved this Agreement Each party represents that in entering into
this Agreement, the party has relied on its own judgihent and on the advice of its attomeys, and
that no statements or representations made by the other party or any of its agents, except
statements or representations expressly made in this Agreement, have influenced or induced the
party to sign this Agreement

Ko Assignment or Transfer. Walgreens represents and warrants that it has riot
assigned or trahsferred to anyone and will not assign or transfer to anyone any of the claiins in
theseCases.

15. , Entire Agreement. This Agreement states and constitutes the entire agreement of
the parties bonceming its subject matter and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous agreements
(written or oral), representations, negotiations, and discussions concerning its subject matter,
including but not limited to, all agreements (written or oral), representations, negotiations, and
discussions ihade in the course of mediation of the Cases,

16. Use of this Agreement. This Agreement shall not be filed with the Court in these



(^ses^or m any other case or proceeding, except for the purpose of enforcing this Agreement.
This AgrMment and any part of this Agreement shall not be admissible in the lawsuit or in any
future judicial or administrative proceeding and shall not be offered as evidence or presented by
any Party in the Lawsuit or any future judicial or administrative proceeding, except for the
purpose of enforcing this Agreement.

No Adinissions of Liabilitv or Concerning Assessments or Pmr Mnrlrftl
This Agreement is the settlement of disputed claims. By entering into this Agreement, the City
doM not admit any liability to Walgreens for any of the claims asserted in the Case or
Walgreens's objections to the assessments, and the payments made under this Agreement shall
not be construed as an admission of any such liability. Except as explicitly provided herein,
neither Party makes an admission about the assessments or the fair market value of the Property
as of January 1,2015, January 1,2016, January 1,2017 and January 1,2018 or any other date
nor any other admission concerning the assessment of Walgreens's property. In addition, none of
the agreed upon value or assessment as of January 1,2015, January 1,2016, January 1,2017 and
January 1/2018 shall be admissible in any proceeding or assessment challenge in any subsequent

18. Waiver. No waiver of any breach of this Agreement shall be deemed a continuing
waiver of that breach or a waiver of any other breach of this Agreement

Amendments or Modifications. This Agreement may not be amended, modified
or altered in any manner whatsoever, except by a further written agreement duly authorized and

Authorization to Siai Ameement: Bach person signing this Agreement on behalf
of either party r^resents and warrants that the person holds the position indicated beneath the
person's signature and that the person has the requisite corporate or other authority to sign this
Agrc^ent on behalf of the party. Each party rqiresents that entry into this A^eement is not in
contrwention of any agreement or undertaking to which the party is bound

21. .Reading of Agreement. Each person signing this Agreement on behalf of either
party acknowl^ges that the person has read ̂ s Agreement, that the person understands the
teams and conditions of this Agreement, fliat the person (if other than an attorney for the party)
has been advised by legal counsel concerning this Agreement, and that the person freely and
voluntarily signs this Agreement.
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Dated: XC, . 2019. WALGREEN CO.

BY: Reinhart Boetner Van Deuren s.c.
22 East Mifflin Street, Suite 700
Madison, WI53703

DonM.Millis

State Bar ID No. 1015755

Jessica Hutson Polakowski
State Bar ID No. 1061368

Sara Stellpflug Rapkin
State Bar ID No. 1076539

Shawn B. Lovell
State Bar ID No. 1079801

Dated: -AwnA ^0 .2619. APPROVED AS TO FORM

BY: Sta£foid Rosrabauni LIP
1200 N. Mayfair Road, Suite 430

lion, WI 53226

.Ujj^
Susan K. Allen

State Bar ID No. 1056757

Datied: ■j^i\ . 2019. CITY OF WAUSAU
By.
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