
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF 
WAUSAU
Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 5:15 p.m.
City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403) - COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Lisa Rasmussen (C), Lou Larson, Tom Neal, Debra Ryan, Jim Wadinski

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

1. Approve of minutes of the February 11, 2021 meeting.

2. Discussion and possible action on lease with Lamar Advertising for billboard signs at Bridge Street 
and 3rd Street.

3. Discussion and possible action on Sanitary Sewer Easement with Emmerich & Associates at 2105 
Grand Avenue.

4. Discussion and possible action on a preliminary resolution for the installation of sidewalk on the 
east side of 12th Avenue from Randolph Street to Merrill Avenue.

5. Discussion and possible action on acquiring a portion of 1608 Merrill Avenue for proposed 
installation of sidewalk on 12th Avenue.

6. Discussion of utility line installation and options for municipal direction of overhead vs underground 
installation methods.

7. Future Agenda Items.

Adjournment

LISA RASMUSSEN - Committee Chair

Notice is hereby given that the CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE 
COMMITTEE of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, 
time and location shown below.  

Members:
Location:

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, Committee Members, Mayor, Council Members, Assessor, Attorney, City Clerk, Community 
Development, Engineering, Finance, Inspections, Park Dept., Planning, Public Works, County Planning, Police Department, Wausau 
School District, Becher Hoppe Associates, AECOM, REI, Judy Bayba, Scholfield Group, Clark Dietz, Inc., Brown and Caldwell.

Meeting of the:

Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and faxed to the Daily Herald newsroom on 03/04/21 @ 8:30 a.m. Questions regarding this agenda 
may be directed to the Engineering Department at (715) 261-6740.

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not 
discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need 
assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please 
call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6590 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs.  We ask your request 
be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the event the 
City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting is being held in person and via teleconference.  Members of the media and the public may 
attend in person, subject to the social distancing rules of maintaining at least 6 feet apart from other individuals, or by calling 1-408-418-
9388.  The Access Code is 187 827 9960 and the password is 031121.  Individuals appearing in person will either be seated in the Council 
Chambers or an overfill room, subject to the social distancing rules.  Space available will be on a first come, first served basis.  All public 
participants’ phones will be muted during the meeting.  Members of the public who do not wish to appear in person may view the meeting 
live over the internet on the City of Wausau’s YouTube Channel http://tinyurl.com/WAAMedia, live by cable TV, Channel 981, and a video 
is available in its entirety and can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/wausaucitycouncil. Any person wishing to offer public comment who 
does not appear in person to do so, may e-mail lori.wunsch@ci.wausau.wi.us with “CISM public comment” in the subject line prior to the 
meeting start.  All public comment, either by email or in person, will be limited to items on the agenda at this time.  The messages related 
to agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the Chair.  



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: February 11, 2021, at 5:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Lisa Rasmussen, James Wadinski; By WebEx: Lou Larson  
   (Tom Neal and Debra Ryan were absent) 
 
Also Present:  Eric Lindman, Allen Wesolowski, TJ Niksich, Tara Alfonso; By WebEx:  Mayor 

Rosenberg, Cord Buckner 
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Noting the presence of a quorum, at approximately 5:15 p.m. Chair Rasmussen called the meeting to order. 
 
Approve minutes of the January 14 and January 26, 2021 meetings       
 
Wadinski moved to approve the minutes of the January 14 and January 26 meetings.  Larson seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
2021 Street Reconstruction Projects:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation   
 
Wesolowski indicated the public hearing was held and there were no comments regarding assessments.  Wadinski 
moved to approve the 2021 Street Reconstruction Projects.  Larson seconded. 
 
Wadinski noted he attended the public hearings for the first time as Alder and they went very smoothly.   
 
There being a motion and a second, motion to approve carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
2021 Alley Paving Projects:  Discuss public hearing results and make recommendation    
 
Wesolowski stated no comments were received regarding assessments.  Larson moved to approve the 2021 Alley 
Paving Projects.  Wadinski seconded and the motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on a driveway variance at 1000 South 17th Avenue     
 
Niksich explained this is in conjunction with the reconstruction of Rosecrans Street.  1000 South 17th Avenue is 
located at the corner of Rosecrans and 17th Avenue.  There are two issues at this location; a concrete drive 
approach is required when there is curb and gutter and the width and distance of the driveway opening.  Without 
Council approval, the maximum width is 42’.  This property currently has a driveway opening of approximately 
130’ wide, which is also used for parking.  There are not a lot of other options for this business to have parking as 
they abut their property lines in all directions.  Without allowing a variance, it would remove all available parking 
for this business.   
 
Larson asked if a concrete approach would be installed.  He was in contact with the owners, who would like it left 
as is.  Niksich’s intent is to get a variance so concrete does not have to be installed.  Staff would like to put it back 
as asphalt and the owner would not be assessed.  Larson questioned if the area would be graded appropriately for 
drainage if left as asphalt.  Wesolowski noted there would be curb and gutter, which would provide a channel for 
drainage.  The grade is away from the building so water would run away from the building to the curb and gutter 
and to the inlet.   
 
Larson asked if there would be any cost to the business owner.  Wesolowski stated there is an assessment charge 
for the road but not for the asphalt approach.  The assessment rate is $42 a foot regardless if there is an approach 
or not.  The assessment policy is to assess the short side.  The long side of a commercial lot over 100’ gets the 
first 100’ free and is assessed anything over 100’.  Regardless if a concrete approach is put in or not, this property 
will get assessed footage for the street.   
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Rasmussen clarified that if the variance is approved, this property would get an asphalt approach and would not 
be assessed for the approach.  Wesolowski noted this has been done for other properties where a business relies 
on the area for parking.  In this case, with curb and gutter installed, they will have enough room to park without 
protruding into the street.   
 
Niksich further explained that the property’s short side is on 17th Avenue.  When 17th Avenue is reconstructed, 
they would be assessed for footage along 17th.  For work along Rosecrans Street, the owner will be assessed $42 a 
foot for any footage over 100’.  Wesolowski added that the owner received a special assessment estimate before 
the public hearing.  They did not attend the public hearing.  The approach is proposed to be 130’; to put concrete 
in would be extremely expensive.   
 
Larson moved to approve the driveway variance at 1000 South 17th Avenue.  Wadinski seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on parking restrictions in the 900 block of Scott Street    
 
This request came from Alder Neal to restrict parking on one side of the street.  Wesolowski indicated when the 
street was rebuilt, it was reconstructed narrower because the topography of the north side sits higher than the 
south.  This does make it difficult to park on both sides.  Currently there are no parking restrictions and 
Wesolowski believes there has been some issues with plowing and emergency vehicles.  Letters were sent out to 
property owners in the block.  Wesolowski did speak with one resident, Sherman Gress of 929 Scott Street.  He 
has lived here for 30 years and agrees with parking on one side.  He requested parking be allowed on the north 
side.  People attending weddings at the park like to park on the north side and he does not want people parking in 
front of his house.  Gress would also like the restrictions year round. 
 
Wadinski moved to approve restricting parking on the south side of Scott Street in the 900 block.  Larson 
seconded and the motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on parking restrictions on Washington Street between 1st Street and 3rd 
Street               
 
Buckner stated this area is adjacent to Lot 17, which is the lot by Washington Square and the Federal Building 
Apartments.  Across the street is an entrance/exit point for the Penney’s Ramp.  The majority of the problem has 
been in the area where there is a cut out, which is not appropriate based on the area.  To the south is mall access 
for deliveries and refuse.  The request is to restrict parking for the entire stretch so the problem is not pushed into 
another area of Washington Street.   
 
Given the fact there is ample parking in the municipal lot and the parking ramp, Rasmussen feels this would not 
inconvenience too many people.   
 
Larson moved to approve restricting parking on the north side of Washington Street between 1st Street and 3rd 
Street.  Seconded by Wadinski and the motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on No Parking Here to Corner in the 500 block of Franklin Street   
 
This is a housekeeping item.  When Franklin Street restrictions came before CISM last month, the no parking sign 
on the northeast corner of 5th and Franklin was moved back to the other side of the driveway.  The other corners 
are also posted but were not found in ordinance.  This would not change any sign location, it would place the 
existing signs in ordinance so it is enforceable.   
 
Wadinski moved to approve.  Seconded by Larson and the motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
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Discussion and possible action on preliminary design alternatives for street infrastructure in the North 
Riverfront Area near the former Great Lakes Cheese property. (Deferred from the January 14, 2021 
meeting.)              
 
Wesolowski provided 2D line work based upon the idea of 90 degree curves.  This would be difficult to get to 
work with truck turning movements.  Wesolowski feels other options need to be explored as a turning truck would 
take up both lanes of traffic.  When we design streets, there is a minimum design value for curves and sight 
distances.  This plan does not meet any minimum design values.  If there are buildings, it would create a blind 
corner.  Wesolowski would like to take some time and work with the Planning Department on other options.   
 
Larson agrees with taking time so it is done right.  Wadinski also likes the idea of taking this slow as the property 
could be prime property with business and residential use in the future.  We need to have the right fit for the area 
to benefit the community the best we can with the financial and recreational end.  Rasmussen also feels it makes 
sense to take time on the design.  A key element we want to protect is the public’s access to the river.  She 
believes it is important to avoid the feeling that the area is someone’s lawn and having people feel like they do not 
belong there.  It needs to feel like a public space so people use it.   
 
The committee agreed by consensus to give staff time to work on other design options. 
 
Recap of snow emergency parking enforcement from 2/4 & 2/5 storm event      
 
Rasmussen added this to the agenda as we are coming off the first significant snow emergency event of the year.  
Last year we talked about getting rid of overnight parking so we could clean the streets properly.  That was a 
nonstarter in some dense neighborhoods where there are more cars than driveway and garage space.  It was 
decided to manage snow emergencies effectively and enforce properly.  Schedules were altered so the parking 
control could be out at night.   
 
From the operator’s standpoint, this went very well.  Lindman received positive feedback from the operators 
regarding response time.   
 
The goal is to get the snow off effectively and not have obstructions where the plow cannot get through.  As of 
today, Buckner has a total of 201 citations.  Of those there were 21 warnings and 24 disputes.  He does not 
believe any of the disputes have been upheld at this point.  If there was a warning issued, it means the vehicle was 
moved off of the street.  A lot of times enforcement is approaching and someone may have just put their car on 
the street to clear their driveway.  A warning is issued so the resident is aware of the emergency aspect.  Buckner 
feels the word got out with the snow emergency issued early, good media coverage, Facebook postings, and the 
city website.  We are always trying to improve on communication.   
 
Rasmussen feels communication is key and it seems it was more effective this time.  She believes this is the most 
effective way to handle the need to clean streets.  It does cost money to bring in the parking control overnight, but 
if everyone pays their tickets there is almost $20,000 in revenue from the fines.  She also feels the fines are steep 
enough to get people’s attention.  Buckner agrees we are on the right track.  He would not want to see parking 
restrictions universally as it creates issues.  What we are doing with what we have is working.  Both parking 
enforcement employees worked 12 hour staggered shifts.  CSO’s also worked early evenings into morning hours.  
A lot was accomplished with efficient staffing.   
 
Future Agenda Items             
 
No future agenda items were offered. 
 
Adjourn              
 
Larson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Wadinski seconded and the motion carried unanimously 3-0.  Meeting 
adjourned at approximately 5:45 p.m. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – March 11, 2021

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on lease with Lamar Advertising for billboard signs at Bridge 
Street and 3rd Street 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Lamar is seeking a new lease with the City for the billboards at the southwest corner of 3rd and 
Bridge Streets.  The billboards have a rather lengthy history which is summarized on the attached 
page from City Attorney’s office.  Essentially, the original agreement with Lamar stated that the 
billboards were to be removed at the end of 2015; the lease was extended at that time for five 
years, and is currently expired as of 12/31/20.   
 
The billboards would not be permitted from a zoning perspective as they are considered off-
premise advertising signs.  (They are able to be maintained as nonconforming signs, but would 
not be permitted as a new use.)   
 
The billboards are located in a small-scale residential and commercial area, and are not 
appropriate for this environment.  By their nature, the billboards are not built at a human scale.  
These particular signs have upward-shining lights, which do not follow the city standard of using 
full cutoff light fixtures.  Please see the attached Google Street View image.   
 
The area immediately adjacent to the billboards is in the process of redeveloping.  Some 
properties have been recently sold, while others are currently for sale.  The land on which the 
billboards sit could be assembled with adjoining properties.  Even without doing so, the billboards 
themselves do not enhance the redevelopment potential of the area.   
 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
$9,000 per year to the City for five years.   
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends denying the lease with Lamar and requiring removal of the structures, as per 
the original court order.  The billboards are not compatible with current zoning regulations or 
development patterns.  The signs also inhibit future redevelopment of the area, which could more 
than offset, through future taxes, the proposed lease payments.   
 
Staff contact:  Brad Lenz  715-261-6753 

 



HISTORY OF BRIDGE STREET LAMAR BILLBOARDS 

 

Original lease between Corliz, LLC and The Lamar Companies dated 12/16/2004, effective 1/1/04, 

ending 12/31/15 for the property at 1514 N. 3rd Street. 

City purchased 209 E. Bridge Street and 1415 N. 3rd Street on 12/22/06 for future road purposes. 

On 3/27/07, Council approved a resolution authorizing a public hearing to place the subject lands on the 

Official City Map. 

On 4/24/07, Council approved a resolution placing the subject lands on the Official City Map. 

On 0/17/05 Lamar filed suit against the city over the value of billboards that were removed in 2005 by 

the City in order to construct the Thomas Street viaduct over the Canadian National Railroad line.  The 

lawsuit was settled on Thomas Street and to avoid another lawsuit regarding the removal of the 

billboard at Bridge and North 3rd Street, a Stipulation was entered into allowing Lamar to move, at no 

cost to the City, the billboard that stood in the way of the City constructing a right-turn lane from Bridge 

Street onto 3rd Street; allow Lamar to add two additional sign faces to each of the Bridge Street 

billboards; rent of the billboard structures increased from $3,300 per year to $6,600 per year; and both 

sign structures to be removed by Lamar by the end of 2015. 

On 9/11/07, Council approved the Stipulation Agreements for the Thomas Street and Bridge Street 

billboards. 

On 8/21/13, a letter from Lamar was received by the City requesting a new agreement for leasing of the 

billboards.  After review of the file, it was determined the original lease with Corliz, LLC expired on 

12/31/13, not 12/31/15. 

On 8/4/15, a letter from Lamar was received by the City requesting a new agreement for leasing of the 

billboards. 

On 8/20/15, CISM reviewed the request and approved a lease extension with Lamar. 

On 9/22/15, Council approved a five year lease extension with Lamar effective 1/1/16 through 12/31/20 

and increasing the rent from $6,600 per year to $8,000 per year. 

On 1/11/21, the City forwarded a letter to Lamar to advise them the lease expired 12/31/20 and 

requested the billboards be removed by 2/7/21 and that payment of holdover rent would be required. 

On 1/25/21, Anne received an email from Lamar requesting a new lease beginning 1/1/21 for five years 

and an increase in rent from $8,000 to $9,000 annually. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – March 11, 2021

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on Sanitary Sewer Easement with Emmerich & Associates at 2105 
Grand Avenue 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Emmerich and Associates, Inc. is planning a new development at 2105/2101 Grand Avenue 
(former Ponderosa Motel/Eagles Nest Restaurant site). Emmerich currently owns 2105, and will 
be purchasing 2101 from the Wausau Community Development Authority. As part of this project, 
it was discovered that the City did not have a recorded easement for the existing sanitary sewer 
running across 2105. The City has asked Emmerich to grant a 30 foot wide easement for future 
maintenance of this sanitary sewer. 
 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
None. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends the City accept this easement. 
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 



Document No.

EASEMENT AGREEMENT
Document Title

THIS AGREEMENT, made this, day of_ ,2021,

by and between, EMMERICH & ASSOCIATES, INC.,, Grantor, and
the CITY OF WAUSAU, a municipal corporation of the State of
Wisconsin, Grantee;

WITNESSETH:

That in consideration of the sum of one dollar ($1.00) and other good
and valuable consideration paid to Grantor by Grantee, receipt of
which is hereby acknowledged. Grantor, has this day conveyed,
transferred, and delivered unto Grantee a permanent easement and
right-of-way and perpetual right to enter upon the real estate hereinafter
described at any time to construct, reconstruct, maintain, inspect and/or
repair a sanitary sewer which may be constructed through and under
the lands hereinafter described.

The permanent easement and perpetual right of entry is described as
follows:

Recording Area

Name and Return Address

City Attorney's Office
407 Grant Street

WausauWI 54403

PIN: 291-2807-014-0098

Part of Lot 2 of Certified Survey Map No. 9629 recorded in the
OfFice of Register of Deeds for Marathon County in Volume 39 of Certified Survey Maps on Page 52, Section
1, T28N, R7E, City of Wausau, Marathon County, Wisconsin, described as follows;

A 30 foot wide strip of land centered on the following described centerline:

Commencing at the intersection of the Easterly right-of-way of Grand Avenue and the South right-of-way of E.
Ross Avenue; thence S88°34'31"E, along said South right-of-way, 150 feet; thence S17°00'00"E,
approximately 71.4 feet to the Northerly line of said Lot 2 and the point of beginning of said centerline;

Thence continuing S17°00'00"E, 33 feet; thence S13°00'00"E, approximately 67 feet to the South line of said
Lot 2 and the end of said centerline.

In further consideration of this easement by Grantor, Grantee forever agrees to hold Grantor harmless from all
damages, loss, or claims which may arise from the existence, use, and/or maintenance of said permanent easement.
Grantee further agrees that it will attempt to return the disturbed lands subject to this easement to a similar condition
which existed prior to the construction.

No buildings or structures except surface improvements such as, but not limited to, asphalt pavement, sidewalk, curb
and gutter, etc. shall be constructed upon or across the permanent easement lands; nor shall large trees be planted upon
the permanent easement lands, but small trees and shrubs not exceeding approximately eight feet in height at maturity
are permitted.

Grantor covenants that it is lawfully seized and possessed of the real estate above described and that it will defend the
title thereto against the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever.

This agreement shall run with the land, encumbering the property encompassed by the easement in perpetuity, and
shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and to their respective successors and assigns.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this agreement has been duly executed the day and year first above written.

EMMERICH & ASSOCIATES, INC. BY: CITY OF WAUSAU BY:

Arden J. Emmerich, President Katie Rosenberg, Mayor

Leslie M. Kremer, City Clerk

STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) ss.

COUNTY OF MARATHON)

Personally came before me this ^day of_ _, 2021, the above named Katie Rosenberg, Mayor,
and Leslie M. Kremer, Clerk for the City of Wausau, to me known to be the persons who executed the foregoing
instrument and acknowledged the same.

Notary Public, Wisconsin
My commission expires:_

STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) ss.

COUNTY OF MARATHON)

Personally came before me this. _day of_ _, 2021, the above named, Arden J. Emmerich,
President of Emmerich & Associates, Inc., to me known to be the person who executed the foregoing instrument
and acknowledged the same.

Notary Public, Wisconsin
My commission expires:_

This Instnimcnt was drafted by
Anne L. Jacobson, City Attorney
for the City of Wausau
407 Grant, Street
Wausau W1 54403-4783
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – March 11, 2021

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on preliminary resolution for the installation of sidewalk on the 
east side of 12th Avenue from Randolph Street to Merrill Avenue 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

A petition was received to install sidewalk on the east side of 12th Avenue from Randolph to 
Merrill Avenue (attached).   The sidewalk is only being proposed on the east side; this section of 
sidewalk would close the loop for sidewalk on this large block.  Funding for the sidewalk is 
included in the 2021 budget.    The Board of Public Works met on February 23, 2021 and 
approved the installation of sidewalk.   

 

A resolution is attached to assess a portion of the sidewalk installation to the abutting property 
owners for the installation of sidewalk.    The policy on new sidewalk installation has been to 
assess half of the cost of the sidewalk to the abutting property owner.   In past projects there has 
been consideration given to assessing 25% of the cost to each side of the roadway to share to cost. 
However, the most recent project staff could recall was the installation of sidewalk on 24th 
Avenue from Stewart Avenue to Sherman Street in 2010.   On this project the east side where 
sidewalk was installed did pay 50% of the cost.    

 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
The estimated cost of the installation of the sidewalk is $45,000 - $60,000 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends moving ahead with the project and setting up public hearing for the special 
assessments.  Staff also recommends assessing half the project cost to the abutting property 
owners which would be consistent with past projects.        
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 















 

 

 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Preliminary Resolution Levying Special Assessments for 2021 North 12th Avenue Sidewalk Project 

 
Committee Action:   
Fiscal Impact:   None at this time. Construction would take place in 2021 and the special assessments would be 

levied when the project is substantially completed.
 
File Number: 

 
 Date Introduced: March 23, 2021 

 
   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No  

Included in Budget:  Yes No Budget Source: 
One-time Costs:    Yes No Amount: 
Recurring Costs:  Yes No Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount: 
Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   
Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount: Annual Retirement 
TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 
TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   
           RESOLUTION 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Wausau as follows: 
 

1.  The Common Council hereby declares its intention to exercise its police power under Section 
66.0701 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Section 3.24.020 of the Wausau Municipal Code to levy special 
assessments upon property for special benefits conferred upon such property by installing sidewalk on the 
east side of North 12th Avenue from Randolph Street to Merrill Avenue.   
 

2.  The public improvement shall include Portland cement concrete sidewalk. 
 

3.   The total amount assessed against the properties in the defined assessment district shall not 
exceed the total cost of the City's share of the improvements. The City Council determines that the 
improvements constitute an exercise of the police power and the assessment against each parcel shall be 
upon a reasonable basis. The final assessment bill will be sent to property owners upon substantial 
completion of the project.  

 



 

 

4.  Unless other installment plans are determined at the hereinafter stated public hearing, the 
assessment against any parcel shall be paid as follows: 

 
Assessments under $300: If payment is not made prior to November 1, 2021, the special 
assessment will be placed on the 2021 real estate tax bill and be due in full on or before 
January 31, 2022. There is no interest charged when paid in full. Assessments totaling less 
than $300 must be paid in full and do not qualify for the five-year payment schedule. 

 
Assessments totaling $300 but less than $20,000:  If full payment is not made prior to 
November 1, 2021, assessments totaling $300 but less than $20,000 will automatically be 
placed on the five-year payment schedule on the 2021 real estate tax bill. Property owners 
may then pay their special assessment under either of two options: 

 
A. Payment in full without interest with the 2021 real estate taxes OR 

 
B. Payment of the first one-fifth of the assessment with the 2021 real estate 

taxes without interest. The remaining balance is paid in equal installments on 
the next four real estate tax bills and carries an interest charge of the 
borrowed fund rate plus 1% beginning February 1, 2022, on the unpaid 
balance. (The 2020 rate was 2.135%.)  The remaining balance may be paid at 
any time with interest calculated through the month of payment. 

 
Assessments over $20,000:  If payment is not made prior to November 1, 2021, 
assessments totaling $20,000 or more will automatically be placed on the ten-year 
payment schedule on the 2021 real estate tax bill.  Property owners may then pay 
their special assessment under either of two options: 
 
A. Payment in full without interest with the 2021 real estate taxes OR 

 
B. Payment of the first one-tenth of the assessment with the 2021 real estate 

taxes without interest. The remaining balance is paid in equal installments on 
the next nine real estate tax bills and carries an interest charge of the 
borrowed fund rate plus 1% beginning February 1, 2022, on the unpaid 
balance. (The 2020 rate was 2.135%.)   The remaining balance may be paid 
at any time with interest calculated through the month of payment. 

 
Real estate taxes may be paid in full or in three installments (January 31, April 30, July 31), 

however, the special assessments must be paid on or before January 31, 2022.  No payments can be applied 
to real estate taxes if the special assessments are not paid.  Section 74.12(11)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, 
specifically states if a treasurer receives a payment from a taxpayer which is not sufficient to pay all general 
property taxes, special assessments and special taxes due, the treasurer shall apply the payment to the 
amounts due, including interest and penalties, in the following order:  (1) personal property taxes; (2) 
delinquent utility charges; (3) special charges; (4) special assessments; (5) special taxes; (6) real property 
taxes. 
  



 

 

5.  The Engineering Department shall prepare a report which shall consist of the preliminary plans 
for the proposed work, an estimate of the cost of the work, a schedule of the proposed assessments for each 
parcel; a copy of the report shall be filed with the City Clerk for public inspection. In accordance with 
Section 66.0703(7)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, notice shall be given of a public hearing on the project; the 
hearing shall be held by the Board of Public Works in the Council Chambers of City Hall and will be 
scheduled in early 2021. 
 

6.  The installation of said improvements shall be accomplished according to the provisions of 
Title 12 and Chapter 3.24 of the Wausau Municipal Code, where applicable. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
     
Katie Rosenberg, Mayor 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – March 11, 2021

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion and possible action on acquiring a portion of 1608 Merrill Avenue for proposed 
installation of sidewalk on 12th Avenue 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Engineering has developed plans for the installation of sidewalk on the east side of 12th Avenue 
from Randolph Street to Merrill Avenue.   At the intersection of Merrill Avenue the right of way 
is not adequate to fit the sidewalk and make an ADA ramp.  Engineering is proposing to purchase 
a triangular piece of land from 1608 Merrill Avenue to accommodate the construction of a 
sidewalk ramp that is ADA compliant.   

              
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
The cost of acquisition is estimated at $500 - $1000.    The actual cost will be determined by the 
appraisal process.            
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
Staff recommends authorizing engineering staff to work with the City Attorney’s office to obtain 
the necessary right of way to construct the pedestrian ramp.        
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6748 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – March 11, 2021

  
 AGENDA ITEM

 
Discussion of utility line installation and options for municipal direction of overhead vs 
underground installation methods 
 
 
 BACKGROUND

 

Staff has received questions regarding overhead vs. buried utilities in the public right of way such 
as electric, telephone, and fiber lines.    The past two summers have seen a drastic increase in the 
number of utility installations in the right of way as TDS has come into the City and installed 
miles of buried and overhead fiber lines.    This item will discuss the current permit process and 
options for buried vs. overhead installations.        

        
 
 FISCAL IMPACT

 
None, for informational purposes only. 
 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 
None, for informational purposes only. 
 
Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6748 
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