
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF 
WAUSAU
Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 5:15 p.m.
City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403) - COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Lisa Rasmussen (C), Lou Larson, Tom Neal, Debra Ryan, Jim Wadinski

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

1. Presentation and discussion of Director's Report.

• Ongoing Environmental Work 

• Construction Projects

• General Operations

2. CONSENT AGENDA (Any item can be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of a 
Committee member.)

A.  Approval of minutes of the October 14, 2021 meeting.

B.  Action on Easement with Aspirus Buildings, Inc., for bike/pedestrian path at 905 North 2nd 
Street.

C.  Action on Easement with Third Street Holdings, LLC for bike/pedestrian path at 151 McIndoe 
Street.

D.  Action on Preliminary Resolution to vacate and discontinue the unpaved alley bounded by 
Bertha Street, Lake View Drive, Mount View Drive, and Elmwood Boulevard.

3. Discussion and possible action on petition for annexation - Grube (076-2907-284-0004, Town of 
Stettin).

4. Discussion and possible action on creating an Assessor's Plat for 901 Townline Road, 1309 Torney 
Avenue, 1315 Torney Avenue, and 1321 Torney Avenue.

5. Discussion/review of parklets.

6. Discussion and possible action on 28th Avenue corridor, Pine Ridge Boulevard to West Wausau 
Avenue.

Adjournment

LISA RASMUSSEN - Committee Chair

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, Committee Members, Mayor, Council Members, Assessor, Attorney, City Clerk, Community Development, 
Engineering, Finance, Inspections, Park Dept., Planning, Public Works, County Planning, Police Department, Wausau School District, Becher Hoppe 
Associates, REI, Judy Bayba, Scholfield Group, Clark Dietz, Inc., Brown and Caldwell, Wausau River District, Compass Properties, Tyler Vogt, Mint Cafe, 
Town of Stettin.

1-408-418-9388.  The Access Code is:  2481 406 8905  The Password is:  111121
This meeting is being held in person and/or via teleconference (all public participants’ phones will be muted during the meeting) by calling

Notice is hereby given that the CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE 
COMMITTEE of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, 
time and location shown below.  

Members:
Location:

Meeting of the:

Date/Time:

Members of the public who do not wish to appear in person may view the meeting live over the internet on the City of Wausau’s YouTube Channel 
http://tinyurl.com/WAAMedia, live by cable TV, Channel 981, and a video is available in its entirety and can be accessed at 
https://tinyurl.com/wausaucitycouncil. Any person wishing to offer public comment who does not appear in person to do so, may e-mail 
lori.wunsch@ci.wausau.wi.us with “CISM public comment” in the subject line prior to the meeting start.  All public comment, either by email or in person, 
will be limited to items on the agenda at this time.  The messages related to agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the 
Chair.  

This Notice was posted at City Hall and faxed to the Daily Herald newsroom on 11/04/21 @ 8:30 a.m. Questions regarding this agenda may be directed to 
the Engineering Department at (715) 261-6740.

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not discriminate against 
qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations 
in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6590 or 
ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs.  We ask your request be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event 
or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.  
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                                      Eric Lindman, P.E. 
Department of Public Works                                      Director of Public Works and Utilities 
 
 
 
TO:  Capital Improvement Street Maintenance Committee  
    
FROM: Eric Lindman, P.E. 
  Director of Public Works & Utilities 
 
DATE: November 11, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Director Report 
              
 
Environmental Work 

1. Riverside Park testing – Waiting on a response from WDNR, expected late November. 
2. 1300 Cleveland Ave testing – GEI, City’s Environmental Consultant, is currently preparing a 

summary of the results for the WDNR to review.  Once the report is in draft form city staff will 
review and comment prior to submission to WDNR.  

3. Mall Site - REI is working toward closure of this site with the WDNR, expected closure before 
year end.    

 
Construction Projects  

4. All 2021 projects are complete. 
 

General Operations 
5. Leaf pick up is nearing completion.  The last week of official pick up is the week of Nov 8.  We 

will have trucks out as long as we can, but we encourage residents to use the yard waste site as 
we will not be able to return to every area in the city.  We do understand there are quite a few 
leaves on the trees which will likely come down after leaf pick up is complete.  The leaf pickup 
schedule is on the city website LeafPickUp for easy access.   

6. Paving for 2021 is completed and the hot mix plants have or are closing down.  Any patch work 
from this point forward will be using cold mix until the plants open again in the spring. 

7. We continue to have staffing vacancies.  The recruitment and retention initiatives brought 
forward are very positive and if fully approved will allow us to help send a positive message to 
both current staff and new employees.  I feel these are significant positive measures that will help 
stabilize our workforce.  Current staffing: 

o Mechanics - Two new mechanics hired and two vacancies remain with staff interviewing 
for potential offers. 

o Operators – 5 vacancies and staff interviewing for potential offers. 
o Sewer – one vacancy. 
o Water – one vacancy.     



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND STREET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Meeting: October 14, 2021, at 5:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Members Present: Lisa Rasmussen, James Wadinski, Lou Larson, Debra Ryan, Tom Neal 
    
Also Present:  Mayor Katie Rosenberg, Eric Lindman, Allen Wesolowski, TJ Niksich, Cord Buckner, 

Dustin Kraege, Tom Kilian, Lori Wunsch   
    
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by the 
Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
Noting the presence of a quorum, at approximately 5:15 p.m. Chair Rasmussen called the meeting to order. 
 
Presentation and discussion of Director’s Report         
 
Lindman had a conversation with the City Attorney regarding this agenda item.  Because the Director’s Report 
has prompted discussion in the past, the City Attorney felt it would be better if we agenized this versus just having 
an item.  Rasmussen agrees as it gives an opportunity to talk about the report without running afoul of open 
meetings, as long as the discussion is confined to items listed. 
 
Larson asked for an update on Thomas Street from Prospect to Grand.  Lindman is not sure if the storm sewer has 
been televised yet but staff is working on it.  Larson wondered why this has not been prioritized.  Lindman will 
get an update and contact Larson.   
 
Ongoing Environmental Work: 
There are ongoing environmental locations; Riverside Park, 1300 Cleveland and the mall site.  All are still in 
progress and final reports have not been received.  
 
Construction Projects: 
Additional parking on Washington Street is expected to be done the end of next week.  Asphalt was placed on 3rd 
Avenue this week.  The Concrete Pavement Repair Project has been completed.  Excavation has started for the 
12th Avenue Sidewalk Project with concrete scheduled for next week.  McIntosh Street is ongoing with concrete 
being placed this week. 
 
General Operations: 
The first phase of leaf pickup is underway; we may be a little behind.  Rasmussen has received positive feedback 
on how completely the stuff was picked up even though it had rained.  Neal stated the crew went through his 
neighborhood last week.  The leaves in his gutter were vacuumed.  Others had leaves out or partially out but the 
truck drove by without picking up.  He thought this was odd since a storm sewer is located at the corner.  
Rasmussen asked if this is the phase where leaves were to be on the boulevard and then on the street for the next 
phase.  Lindman confirmed and indicated we do not like to use the vac trucks for leaves in the street as it can pick 
up other debris and damage equipment.  Kraege added that when the truck is full it needs to be emptied and there 
were a couple of breakdowns but he will check with the supervisors regarding the issue in Neal’s neighborhood.  
Lindman noted that in Phase 2, leaves on the street will be pushed together and bailed.  Larson asked why leaf 
pickup is started early every year.  The vac truck came through and 50% to 75% of leaves were still on the trees.  
Lindman explained in the past there was only one pickup that started around the 17th to 20th of October.  A lot of 
people were calling and asking to have leaves picked up earlier.  Staff tries to predict when leaves will fall and set 
a schedule so people are aware when we will be out.   
 
Winter Kick Off went well.  This year it was handled differently with a day of training for staff.   
 
Weed notices have been steady at over 700 and most likely will be over 800 this year.  Staff is working with the 
Attorney’s Office to figure out a different method as it currently involves a lot of staff and administrative time. 
 



CISM Committee 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approve minutes of the September 9, 2021 meeting 
B. Action on WPS Easement on Airport Property at Radtke Point Park for electric service 
C. Action on WPS Easement on City property at 1803 Burek Avenue for installing a new pole and 
 burying electrical conductors           
 
Larson moved to approve the consent agenda items.  Ryan seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Discussion and possible action on final resolution to levy special assessments for 2021 Street Construction 
Project of 3rd Avenue from Randolph Street to Bos Creek Drive       
 
Wesolowski explained that 3rd Avenue was removed from the resolution approving assessments for 2021 Street 
Projects.  This is to bring a resolution forward levying 3rd Avenue special assessments in 2022.  Rasmussen asked 
if property owners would receive the same bill, just delayed until spring.  Wesolowski confirmed.  Rasmussen 
said a number of 3rd Avenue residents were happy about this as the project has been beyond a nightmare for them.   
 
Wadinski moved to approve.  Neal seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Presentation on snow plowing process           
 
Rasmussen feels it is good to have this presentation every couple of years to understand how streets are prioritized 
and the order of plowing as every year we get calls.  It is helpful when Alders are able to explain the method.   
 
Kraege indicated there are a total of 7 vacancies at DPW; 5 on the street side and 2 on the fleet maintenance side.  
All affect plowing.  An interview was held today for a street maintainer.  An offer will be extended to a qualified 
candidate.  A mechanic started Tuesday and is in the process of training.  There will be some more upcoming 
vacancies as an operator is retiring December 3rd and the fleet manager will be retiring in February.  One operator 
is currently on FMLA with no return date.  This week an operator turned in his resignation to go to a neighboring 
municipality.  We have 5 plow routes currently open with 2 having priority routes.  There are 2 sidewalk routes 
with no one assigned to and also Route 26, which is a miscellaneous route that picks up odd streets and parking 
lots.  This week’s resignation will open another route.   
 
With the number of vacancies, Rasmussen asked if some neighborhoods would wait a full day or more before 
seeing their road plowed.  Kraege believes it would be rare for a neighborhood to go a whole day without being 
plowed, but it is a possibility.  With a 2” to 3” snow fall, staff should be able to keep up.  There will be delays if 
there is a large snow fall.  Rasmussen noted the need for Alders to manage people’s expectations and understand 
on the front end why this is happening.  People are used to seeing roads plowed quickly.  If people cannot get out 
to get to work there will be anxiety.  Information up front will be key.  Kraege stated they will try to post updates 
on Facebook and he has been going to neighborhood meetings.   
 
Kraege noted the priority is streets as there are businesses that need to function, people have to get to work, PD 
and Fire need to get around the City.  Staff will focus on getting the streets opened up and then move onto 
sidewalks.  We will get everywhere but some things may take longer.  Kraege provided a map showing routes and 
explained the priority routes.  Priority routes are all the main thoroughfares and in every residential neighborhood 
there are certain priority roads.  The goal is that anyone who lives in Wausau only has to drive a few blocks to 
find a main route that is plowed.  Rasmussen asked if streets surrounding schools are priority and Kraege 
confirmed.  Kraege noted one may see a secondary road plowed before a priority.  This is because the plow truck 
has to get from one priority road to another.   
 
Larson noted his forgotten neighborhood of 21st Place off of Sherman Street.  They have gone 1½ to 2 days in the 
past before being plowed while 17th Avenue to the east is clear.  Where he lives, two lanes of snow gets pushed 
onto his street.  They need to get out onto a 4 lane road and yet they have to wait to get plowed out.  He feels this 
should be a priority as it is hazardous to get in and out.  22nd Avenue to Corporate Cove and Rosecrans Street gets 
plowed but 5 side streets are left.  Kraege will review this with his supervisors.  Lindman noted that one challenge 
is there are 4 to 5 similar blocks in many other areas.  We try to make sure everyone has no more than 2 blocks to 
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drive to get to a main road.  Larson reiterated that this is a safety issue as one has to bust through snow to get onto 
a 4 lane road. 
 
Kraege explained that this year during Winter Kick Off the morning was used for several classes.  They went over 
things such as pre-trip inspections, winter driving, route priorities and operational classes on loader and salt 
trucks.  Staff had a chance to drive equipment around cones to practice the feel of getting close to a curb without 
hitting it.  Operators went through the equipment to get familiar with it and looked for any possible problems 
needing maintenance.  In the afternoon the crew went over their routes. Anyone with a new route or new to the 
City worked with someone who has ran the route before.  This gave a chance to go through the route and look for 
possible hazards, such as a high manhole.  These items are put on a street repair list to get corrected so we do not 
wreck equipment when plowing.  The biggest strategic plan this year has been trying to figure out how to cover 
the priority routes.  They are working on splitting unassigned routes and adding streets to surrounding drivers to 
get areas covered more efficiently.  Rasmussen feels is it important to note that this is highly dependent on no one 
being on vacation, no one sick or in quarantine.  She admires the efforts, but will be realistic with people on what 
to expect.  Kraege added it is also a learning experience.  As we get new people it will take a bit to get them up to 
speed.  With a light snow fall it should not be as big of an issue.  He asked for patience with larger snow falls.  
Rasmussen added that to make sure more streets are passible, sometimes operators only clear the middle.  This 
draws calls because roads are not plowed to the curb.  The driver will come back to get to the edges.  Kraege 
stated that will be the case with a drawn out snowfall.  
 
Discussion of potential locations for new DPW facility or DPW Fleet Maintenance Shop    
 
A couple Council meetings ago, it was decided to take 1300 Cleveland off the list.  At that point, an initial 
presentation on other locations was requested.  The County also developed a list of potential sites as they are 
trying to figure out what to do with their Highway Department.  Lindman stated there are 9 sites that vary in size.  
Most are privately owned and some are outside the City limits.  Barrientos used a matrix to score the locations. 
 
Larson asked if the 16.7 acres on West Street included the entire block and Lindman confirmed.  Larson 
suggested this site some time ago as he knows how certain people are about blight.  This is probably the most 
blighted area in the City.  He feels it would be good to move our department there and get rid of the blight.  Ryan 
noted that Historic Preservation recently tried to get into one of the buildings in this area but wasn’t allowed.   
 
Rasmussen asked if the Westwood Drive location is currently undeveloped land along the 4 lane and if it was 
owned by the City.  Lindman explained it is privately owned land wedged between Westwood Drive and 
Highway 51.  The site on International Drive in the Business Campus is City-owned.  Rasmussen noted Business 
Campus land is in short supply and has high tax potential for development.   
 
Ryan asked if the Stewart Ave site is the former Menards property.  Lindman stated that site was looked at but is 
quite small.  The Stewart Ave site is by 80th Avenue near the Business Campus.  Larson noted that would also 
take away possible taxable land by the Business Campus.  The County Road N site is located by Primrose, which 
is primarily residential.  The County Road Z site is west of Olson’s top soil site. 
 
Rasmussen mentioned the County Material site on Winton Street.  She thought there was interest on the site for 
riverfront housing.  This site poses the same concerns as the Business Campus sites; she does not want to sacrifice 
growth for our own use. 
 
Larson asked why the Myron Street site is still being considered when the report indicated it is too small.  We 
would have to tear down 4 properties; 3 residential and 1 commercial.  With the passing of the Environmental 
Justice resolution, he questioned why we are even considering tearing down people’s houses when there are other 
options.  He feels this space should be left for future expansion of the Wastewater plant.  He also questioned why 
we would want to continue having industrial trucks in a neighborhood when there are alternative sites.  Larson 
would lean towards the West Street location not only because we could use some of the existing buildings, but it 
is also centrally located and already a truck route.  Rasmussen would be interested to know if there is a possibility 
for acquisition if the owner did not want to work with Historic Preservation.   
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Larson inquired about site G and why it was blocked out on the list.  Lindman indicated that site was 1300 
Cleveland.  With these additional sites to look at, Larson asked if the feasibility study on the Myron Street site 
was going to be completed.  He does not want to waste $15,000 on the study when there are other locations to 
consider.  Lindman explained the feasibility study is to look at all of the sites and narrow it down.  Discussion 
followed on the next steps of this process. 
 
Ryan spoke of the West Street properties and the existing buildings.  Other properties could potentially cost $20 
to $30 million because we would have to build a new campus.  She would like to see what options there are with 
the Myron Street site.  Acquiring a few properties to extend the present facility may cost $3 million versus $20 
million on a new site.  She added that West Street is older concrete with major cracking.  If this location is 
considered we may have to plan on redoing the street.  She noted the amount of residential traffic to Kwik Trip.  
Rasmussen added we would need to know the County’s timeline for their new facility.  They would have to be 
willing to sell it to us, complete their project and move off site.   
 
Regarding 1300 Cleveland, Kilian asked if it was precisely 1300 Cleveland or if it included any combination of 
other properties.  Lindman explained that Barrientos was looking at the larger piece with the Kolbe property; a 
total of 16 or 18 acres.  Based on the direction of Council, this has been taken off of the list for consideration.  
Kilian noted the scoring criteria and matrix, which includes fitting with neighboring properties and the City 
master plan.  He does not see a matrix on how it would impact surrounding neighborhoods.  Environmental 
factors are relevant and he feels it would be appropriate to add such a scoring factor.  There is federal level 
guidance on how to select alternative sites by incorporating environmental justice principles so that areas that 
have been already disproportionately impacted do not take on an additional burden.  He asked that the committee 
consider adding this to the scoring factors.  Rasmussen added that a positive in all of this is any new facility 
would be built to current environmental standards including discharge and spill containments.   
 
Mayor Katie stated it does not sound that the County is any closer to identifying their site.  However, there may 
be an opportunity to work together as we do some of the same things and have some of the same needs, such as 
salt storage and a vehicle wash facility.  Though it may pose challenges, it may be worth investigating while this 
study is going on.  Lindman has inquired with the County on their timeline, but has not received one.  He also 
asked about potentially walking through their facility to see what is feasible for us to use.  He does feel this is well 
worth looking into, especially if we can share facilities. 
 
Wadinski asked if the study will include information on extra costs each year for each piece of equipment to drive 
the extra mileage, the time for the operator to drive to sites in the Business Campus, and possible loss of tax base.  
Lindman said the amount of money we have for the study will not include these options; it will include capital 
costs and estimates.  Rasmussen said Economic Development can look at the feasibility of stepping into sites that 
may be marketable for other things.   
 
Adjourn              
 
Neal moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ryan seconded and the motion carried unanimously 5-0.  Meeting adjourned 
at approximately 6:15 p.m. 
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Agenda Item No. 
 2B 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Action on Easement with Aspirus Buildings, Inc., for bike/pedestrian path at 905 North 2nd Street 

  
 BACKGROUND 
 

The proposed easement is between the City of Wausau and Aspirus Buildings, Inc., which extends 

across the vacated portion of McIndoe Street from 3rd Street to 2nd Street.   

The easement is approximately 283 ft long and 13 feet wide. 

 

This easement would be used for the city to construct and maintain bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities from 3rd Street to 2nd Street. 

  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

NA 

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approval of the easement. 

 

Staff contact:  TJ Niksich  715-261-6748 
 









 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 2C 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Action on Easement with Third Street Holdings, LLC for bike/pedestrian path at 151 McIndoe 

Street 

  
 BACKGROUND 
 

The proposed easement is between the City of Wausau and Third Street Holdings, LLC., which 

extends across the vacated portion of the McIndoe Street and 2nd Street intersection.  The 

easement is approximately 30 ft long and 13 feet wide. 

 

This easement would be used for the city to construct and maintain bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities from 3rd Street to 2nd Street. 

   
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

NA 

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approval of the easement. 

 

Staff contact:  TJ Niksich  715-261-6748 
 









 
 
Agenda Item No. 
 2D 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Action on Preliminary Resolution to vacate and discontinue the unpaved alley bounded by Bertha 

Street, Lake View Drive, Mount View Drive, and Elmwood Boulevard 

  
 BACKGROUND 
 

The Engineering Department received a  petition to vacate the alley as described above and as 

shown on the attached map.        

   
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

None, this would just set up the public hearing.    

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approving setting up a public hearing to vacate the alley.         

 

Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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Agenda Item No. 
 3 

 
 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion and possible action on petition for annexation – Grube (076-2907-284-0004, Town of 

Stettin) 

  
 BACKGROUND 
 

The City of Wausau has received a petition from Dean Grube to annex 311 N. 36th Avenue to 

the City of Wausau from the Town of Stettin.  A map and legal description are included.   

Sewer and water is available at the property. 

  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

The City would add this property to the tax role.  The City will pay the Town of Stettin for a 

period of 5 years an amount equal to the value of the town taxes received from the annexation at 

the time the annexation becomes final.  The petitioner will be assessed a per foot assessment for 

the sewer and water.     

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approving the annexation.              

 

Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
Agenda Item No. 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion and possible action on creating an Assessor’s Plat for 901 Townline Road, 1309 

Torney Avenue, 1315 Torney Avenue, and 1321 Torney Avenue 

  
 BACKGROUND 
The properties in question are 901 Townline Road, and 1309, 1315, and 1321 Torney Avenue. These 4 

parcels were created as one parcel by land contract in 1896, then divided into two parcels in 1908, and 

finally those two parcels were split in 1924 and 1929. The occupation of 1309, 1315, and 1321 Torney 

Avenue appears to fall approximately 30 feet further south than described in the deeds of record. 

Excess lands North of those lots would potentially be absorbed into 904 Townline Road (as occupied). 

 

See the attached map for the parcels off Torney Avenue that are in question. The yellow lines on the 

map are the parcel lines per the recorded deeds. The red lines are lines of occupation, and potential 

location of property lines if an Assessor’s Plat would be completed.  

 

An Assessor’s Plat is a cooperative process between the surveyor and the residents to basically 

produce an “as-built” survey of the parcels, that is mutually agreed upon by all parties. Once 

completed, the parcels are forever referenced by their lot number on the Plat. A few key points in the 

Assessor’s Plat process (also see attached flow chart): 

 

- Assessor’s Plat ordered by Common Council. 

- Field survey of the area is performed, property lines staked with temporary monuments, and 

map drafted. 

- Residents are notified by certified letter of opportunity to examine map and view temporary 

monuments. 

- Any discrepancies in boundary lines are reconciled by surveyor. 

- Once boundary lines are agreed upon by residents, boundary agreements are recorded. 

- Plat filed with the City Clerk, then transmitted to Wisconsin DOA Plat Review. 

- Once the plat is certified by DOA, City Clerk to publish Class 3 notice and plat shall remain 

on file for 30 days to allow residents to bring suit to have the plat corrected. 

- Once suits, if any, are decided, plat is corrected, approved by common council, and recorded. 

 

WMC Chapter 21.30 and Wisconsin Statute 70.27 allow for the Common Council to order an 

Assessor’s Plat when: 

 

“in the judgment of the governing body having jurisdiction, the description of one or more of the 

different parcels thereof cannot be made sufficiently certain and accurate for the purposes of 

assessment, taxation or tax title procedures without noting the correct metes and bounds of the same, 

or when such gross errors exist in lot measurements or locations that difficulty is encountered in 

locating new structures, public utilities or streets, such governing body may cause a plat to be made 

for such purposes.” 

 

Statue also does allow for the municipality to charge for the Assessor’s plat.   Engineering is not 

recommending we charge, rather do the work in house and not charge. 



  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Engineering staff time would be used to do field work and prepare Assessor’s Plat.      

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approving ordering an Assessor’s plat.         

 

Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion/review of parklets 

  
 BACKGROUND 
 

CISM temporarily approved the use of Parklets downtown in April 2021.  I have attached the 

information previously prepared by legal related to the temporary approval of the parklets.  The 

Parklets were allowed to be in place from May 1 through October 31.  One Parklet Permit was 

issued for 2021.  The parklet permit was issued for Malarkey’s and to minimize the taking of 

parking stalls and keep the parklet in front of the business requesting the permit, a handicap stall 

was moved two spaces.  CISM requested at the end of the season the parklet permit be discussed 

and reviewed with the potential to be approved and adopted into the Wausau Municipal Code 

permanently through council resolution. 

 

Over the Parklet season there was one written comment with concerns about allowing parklets 

(attached).  There was also one direct contact from a citizen to City staff related to the handicap 

parking stall in front of Malarkey’s being moved and concerns about access to the ramp.  

Questions of alders were also brought forward related to accessibility and making sure handicap 

stalls were not removed from on street parking.   

 

No handicap stalls were eliminated, one handicap stall was moved to accommodate the parklet.  

The parklet left significant area outside of the drive lane to access the sidewalk ramp so 

accessibility was maintained and the handicap stall remains. 

   
 FISCAL IMPACT 
 

$40 revenue for each parklet permit. 

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff is looking for direction from CISM if there should be any changes to the ordinance or fees 

should this be made permanent, and any other feedback moving forward. 

 

Staff contact:  Eric Lindman  715-261-6745 
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Lori Wunsch

From: Eric Lindman
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2021 3:04 PM
To: Lori Wunsch
Subject: Parklets - For Fall CISM Eval

Lori, please keep this for the fall CISM evaluation of the parklets, thanks. 
 
I received a call from Julie at the Mint Café today stating she was not in favor of the parklets as they will be taking up 
parking spots.  She was not notified of the extent of what the impact would be for the parking.  She thought that if 
something like this was to take place there should have been an in person visit from with her River District or City or 
somebody to explain.  She was not aware of the meetings at CISM when these were approved.  She felt as though they 
were not adequately informed and so I let her know I would make sure these comments were included in the record for 
when the committee evaluates the parklets for future years. 
 

Eric Lindman, P.E. 
Director of Public Works & Utilities 
City of Wausau 
407 Grant St. 
Wausau, WI 54403‐4783 
P: 715‐261‐6745 
C: 715‐292‐2606 
 



 
11/10/21 
To: Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee of The City of 
Wausau  
 
Re: Agenda Item #5 Thursday 11/11/21 Meeting – Discussion / Review of Parklets  
 
Hello,   
From the interests of The Mint Cafe, thank you for the opportunity to share our 
perspective on the addition of the parklet on the 400 Block of 3rd. Street, and the 
prospect of future parklets at different locations.  
 
As we work so hard here to continue to foster the growth and success of our 
downtown and community as a whole, we felt it imperative to share with you why 
we feel the addition of Parklets to the downtown area are not in alignment with our 
visions of the continued growth and success of our award winning downtown.   
 
We are beyond blessed to have great business neighbors and believe 
wholeheartedly that it takes the diversity of all of us (and more) to continue to 
make our downtown thrive. Generally, we embrace the changes and new ideas even 
when they have the potential to have a short-term negative impact on us, knowing 
the goal is the benefit of a greater good for those around us. As downtown 
businesses, we all sacrifice at certain times knowing the success of others is of 
greater value than our own.  
 
We have seen a lot of changes in the 31 years we have operated The Mint, but one 
thing that hasn’t changed, is that the number one complaint we hear from our 
customers is the lack of convenient parking downtown. The parklet on 3rd street 
increased those customer complaints exponentially! It’s exceptionally 
disheartening to hear long term regular customers tell us they are going to 
businesses outside the downtown area solely because they can’t find parking 
within easy walking distance. We know there are literally thousands of parking 
spots downtown, but ramp and outlying area spots are unequivocally less 
appealing to the majority of the daily downtown business’s clientele, and for all the 
businesses to sacrifice 2 prime parking spots (and potentially more in the future)  
for the benefit of a single business, and or a single industry (restaurants) doesn’t in 
our opinion fit the goal of success of the greater good, even as a business in that 
industry, if we were granted the opportunity to participate in a parklet, we in good 
conscience to our other neighbors would have to decline.  
 



 
From our perspective, the 400 block parklet this summer was basically utilized as a 
storage facility for the majority of the time. By the time it was opened up for public 
use we typically had about 10 of our 13.5 hours of daily weekday business over, 
and the days the using business is closed we had the entire day, where customers 
could have been using those parking spots, but instead the area was storing tables 
and chairs. Add to that the number of retail business and other restaurants hours, 
and that is a lot of sacrifice.  
 
We understand and acknowledge that the bigger cities have been utilizing parklets 
and have found them to be successful for them. We don’t operate a business in 
Downtown Milwaukee and have no desire for Downtown Wausau to become 
Downtown Milwaukee. Our award-winning downtown continues to thrive in part 
because it is Not a big city downtown, but you can still find the amenities of those 
cities; restaurants, theater, retail, museums etc. within the small town community 
atmosphere we’ve been blessed to retain. The large events that bring the crowds 
that fill the ramps and outlying area parking are great for some of the downtown 
businesses (not so great for others), but this is not solely what makes our 
businesses and our downtown successful. As the Main Street America Program 
noted in their award statement in the 2019 awards, ““Wausau River District has 
set an example” …. “They have shown what’s possible if you invest in public 
spaces, expand partnerships and collaborations, diversify funding sources, and 
launch programs that respond to the needs of your community.” 
 
Our community and our businesses need our elderly, our special needs residents, 
and families with small children to be able to park within comfortable walking 
distance of our downtown businesses on a daily basis. Ramp and outlying area 
parking is not conducive to all clientele, the clients are as diverse as the business 
and we firmly believe it is in the best interest of the whole to do all we can to not 
decrease, but increase the ease of access to businesses that already struggle with 
parking constraints. We hope as committee members this helps you to see this 
vision from our perspective and that you weigh it in along with other perspectives  
on your final decisions / recommendations.  
 
Thank you for your time, open mindedness, and your support of the continued 
improvement of our great community!  

 
The Mint Café,  
 

Joe Pepowski – Owner  
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Lori Wunsch

From: Mark Brushert <jrbrushert@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 10, 2021 1:46 PM
To: Lori Wunsch
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Thursday nights meeting.

As for JR Brushert Jewelers we agree 100% with what The MInt Cafe has written.  This was a  Summer long burden on all 
businesses on Third Street.  As per Julie Luedkes words, we could not have said it any better. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mark and Deb Brushert  
JR Brushert Jewelers Inc. 
430 Third Street 
Wausau, Wi  54403 
 
 



                 

 

11-10-2021 

To: Capital Improvements and Street Maintenance Committee of The City of Wausau 

 Re: Agenda Item #5 Thursday 11/11/21 Meeting – Discussion / Review of Parklets 

 

As the owner of La Prima I would like to express my strong opinion of not placing a parklet in the 
River District Third Street areas.    

The number one complaint we hear from our customers is the lack of convenient parking downtown. 
The parklet on 3rd street, especially in our 300 block would only fuel this fire.    

Even thou there are thousands of parking spots downtown, including ramp and outlying area spots 
this is not conducive to the clientele that visit from outlying communities.  The perspective is that the 
River District is convenient and offers a “unique shopping experience”.  We are concerned that taking 
away “convenient parking locations” will force that demographic to shop outside our Downtown.  We 
also have a large percentage of elderly, special needs residents, and families with small children that 
frequent our downtown businesses daily. They also require convenience to and from our brick & 
mortar.    

 We firmly believe it is in the best interest of the whole to do all we can to not decrease but increase 
the ease of access to businesses that already struggle with parking constraints. 

Thank you for your time, 

Rollinda R. Thomas 
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Lori Wunsch

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] CISM Tonight - Public Comment

From: Blake Opal‐Wahoske <blake@wausauriverdistrict.org>  
Sent: Thursday, November 11, 2021 8:54 AM 
To: Mary Goede <Mary.Goede@ci.wausau.wi.us> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CISM Tonight ‐ Public Comment 
 
Good morning, Mary, 
 
When you have a moment, can you add the comment below to tonight's CISM meeting packet? 
 
Comment from Janke Janke, owner of Janke Book Store: 
 
The 400 Block parklet has not impacted us. However, if Prima Deli were to request taking away 3rd Street 
parking for a 500 Block parklet, I would be greatly opposed.   
Therefore it is important for the committee to look at what potentially could happen to critical high turnover 
parking on Third Street.   
Jane 
 
Best, 
‐‐  
Blake Opal ‐ Wahoske 
Executive Director 
Preferred Pronoun:  He/Him/His 
Wausau River District, Inc. 
316 Scott St. Wausau, WI 54403 
p: 715.297.1829 
e: blake@wausauriverdistrict.org 
w: wausauriverdistrict.org 
Follow Wausau River District on Facebook! 
Follow Wausau_River_District on Instagram! 
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 STAFF REPORT TO CISM COMMITTEE – November 11, 2021 

  
 AGENDA ITEM 
 

Discussion and possible action on 28th Avenue corridor, Pine Ridge Boulevard to West Wausau 

Avenue 

  
 BACKGROUND 

The City and the County identified N. 28th Avenue as an important corridor to facilitate traffic 

movement on the west side of the city.    The ‘Local Arterial Circulation Plan’ which was adopted by 

the Metropolitan Planning Organization in June 2000, recognized the need for local arterials to take 

local traffic off STH 29/51 and also provide for alternative routes for vehicles in emergency situations. 

In response to this need, the County hired Becher Hoppe to develop 30% plans for the future 

expansion of 28th Avenue.   Those plans were used to develop a corridor for the future 28th Avenue.  

The corridor is based upon a 4-lane roadway.  In 2005 both the County and the City Official Mapped 

the corridor to preserve it for the future construction of 28th Avenue.   The official map within the City 

is attached for reference.    

 

Since the Official City Mapping, the county has been acquiring properties in the City in anticipation of 

the future build.   The City has not made significant improvements to this segment of 28th Avenue in 

anticipation the County would eventually build the corridor.  

 

On September 9, 2021 the County Infrastructure Committee met to discuss the 28th Avenue corridor, 

those minutes are attached.  From the minutes, no official motion was made or voted on. However, the 

minutes reflect the committee’s wishes not to build 28th Avenue.   

 

City staff and staff from the Village of Maine met with County Highway Commissioner James 

Griesbach and other County staff to discuss the September 9 County Infrastructure Committee 

meeting.    Commissioner Griesbach reiterated the County's position of not intending to move ahead 

and build the 28th Avenue corridor.   Discussions on what a 2-lane alternative would look like were 

discussed.   Given the amount of traffic on 28th Avenue, City staff does feel the proposed 4-lane 

section may not be warranted.  City staff requested looking at a 2-lane alternative to reduce 

construction costs and right-of-way impacts.   The County did get a proposal from Becher Hoppe to 

look at a 2-lane corridor.   The County requested the City, Village of Maine, and County split the cost 

3 ways.   That proposal is also attached. 

 

There are two businesses along 28th Ave that are looking at expanding.  The proposed 4-lane design 

alternative, which is Officially mapped, shows the right-of-way needed and it requires purchasing 

some of the private business properties.  Because the expansion of the business is proposed to 

encroach in the area on the City Official City Map, the businesses are not allowed to get approved 

permits.  Since the traffic counts now, and in the future, do not warrant a 4-lane road it would be 

beneficial to design the new corridor with a 2-lane road to determine if the area on the Official City 

map may be reduced and allow the businesses to move forward with their plans. 

 

The project was also discussed at the MPO and both the Village of Maine and City of Wausau would 

like this project to move forward and be a possibility for the future.         



  
 FISCAL IMPACT 
  

While cost estimates have not been developed at this time, the impact of the County not building 

the 28th Avenue corridor will have a significant financial impact on the City of Wausau.   

 

The fiscal impact to the City contributing one third of the cost of the 2-lane alternative design 

study is $5,670.   

  
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff is concerned with the County changing course and not supporting the 28th Avenue corridor.  

DPW staff have been putting temporary fixes on 28th Avenue since 2005 in anticipation of the 

County rebuilding.   Engineering staff has also taken numerous complaints and questions over the 

years and have always deferred to the County’s plan to build the corridor.            

 

Staff contact:  Allen Wesolowski  715-261-6762 
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	November Director's Report

	October 14, 2021 Minutes

	Agenda Item 2B- Action on Easement with Aspirus Buildings, Inc., for bike/pedestrian path at 905 North 2nd Street

	Agenda Item 2C - Action on Easement with Third Street Holdings, LLC for bike/pedestrian path at 151 McIndoe Street

	Agenda Item 2D - Action on Preliminary Resolution to vacate and discontinue the unpaved alley bounded by Bertha Street, Lake View Drive, Mount View Drive, and Elmwood Boulevard

	Agenda Item 3 - Discussion and possible action on petition for annexation – Grube (076-2907-284-0004, Town of Stettin)

	Agenda Item 4 - Discussion and possible action on creating an Assessor’s Plat for 901 Townline Road, 1309 Torney Avenue, 1315 Torney Avenue, and 1321 Torney Avenue

	Agenda Item 5 - Discussion/review of parklets

	Agenda Item 6 - Discussion and possible action on 28th Avenue corridor, Pine Ridge Boulevard to West Wausau Avenue




