
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-

Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF WAUSAU 

Monday, February 3, 2025 at 5:15pm

City Hall (407 Grant St, Wausau WI 54403) - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Lou Larson, Carol Lukens, Tom Neal, Lisa Rasmussen, Sarah Watson

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

1 Approval of Minutes of the November 4, 2024 Meeting

2 Discussion and Possible Action Approving the Naming of a Section of the River Edge Trail in Honor 

of Patrick Peckham

3 Discussion and Possible Action on Approving the Naming of the Amphitheater at Stewart Park in 

Honor of Madam Waltraud Karkar

4 Discussion and Possible Action Recommending the Approval of a Resolution to the Wisconsin State 

Legislature and Governor Evers Supporting the Renewal of the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Fund

5 Review and Discussion of the 2025 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Work Plan

6 Educational Items    

A. 2024 Year in Review    

B. Riverlife Concession RFP Update    

C. Park Updates (Operations, Signage, 400 Block, Riverlife, Sylvan Hill, Nine Mile, Water Meters, 

Big Eau Pleine, SunnyVale)       

7 Future Agenda Items - Park Ordinance Updates, Riverlife Concession Proposals, Beer Gardens

8 Next Meeting: Monday, March 3, 2025 at 5:15pm, Council Chambers (City Hall 407 Grant St, 

Wausau, WI 54403

9 Adjournment

Lou Larson, Chair

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, WSD-Admin, Alderpersons, Mayor, Polley, Dept. Staff, Maryanne Groat, Brad Lenz, Eric Lindman, 

Lance Leonhard, Wisconsin Woodchucks, Wausau Events, Public Access, Wausau River District

Meeting of the:

Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and transmitted to the Daily Herald newsroom on 1/28/25 @ 4:00 p.m. Questions regarding this 

agenda may be directed to Winnie Parker, Park Office (715) 261-1550.

Members of the public who do not wish to appear in person may view the meeting live over the internet on the City of Wausau's YouTube 

Channel http://www.tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil, live by cable TV, Channel 981, and a video is available in its entirety and can be 

accessed at https://tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil. Any person wishing to offer public comment who does not appear in person to do so, 

may e-mail Jamie.polley@marathoncounty.gov with "Parks Committee public comment” in the subject line prior to the meeting start.  All 

public comment, either by email or in person, if agendized, will be limited to items on the agenda at this time.  The messages related to 

agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the Chair.  

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not 

discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need 

assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please 

call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6622 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs.  We ask your request 

be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the event the 

City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.  

Notice is hereby given that the Park and Recreation Committee of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin 

will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, time and location shown below.  

Members:

Location:



CITY OF WAUSAU 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE                                             February 3, 2025 

 
2. Discussion and Possible Action Approving the Naming of a Section of the River Edge Trail in Honor 

of Patrick Peckham 
The City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee has submitted an application to 
name the new section of the River Edge Parkway between Thomas St and Adolph Street in memory 
of Patrick Peckham. The City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee voted in favor 
of this recommendation in April of 2024.  
 
The newest section of the River Edge Parkway extends the westside trail system from Thomas Street 
south, around the Wastewater Treatment Plant and Department of Public Works campus, and 
connects to Adolph Street. This represents the southernmost section of paved trail on the westside 
and an important bookend to a trail system 50 years in the making.  

 
The trail also represents the practicality of using existing City property, the community support in 
funding, and the ability to provide recreational infrastructure to a lower-income area of the city. 
Exactly the type of values and efforts Mr. Peckham would have championed. Mr. Peckham, as a City 
alder, was known for a gentle but firm manner, willingness to seek and hear input, a great champion 
of the City, as well as an avid bicyclist and outdoorsman. The recommendation of the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee is to use the name ‘The Peckham Way’ to honor how Pat conducted 
himself as a resident and an alderperson.  
Per the naming policy: E. Guidelines for naming in honor of individuals, groups or organizations are 
as follows.  

1. Individuals honored with a park or facility name (“Honoree”) must meet all of the following: 

• Have resided or worked in Marathon County or the area which has become Marathon 
County for a minimum of ten (10) years; and 

Mr. Peckham has been a resident of Wausau since 1997 
 

• If a former city or county employee, have been separated from City/County service 
for at least one year prior to application; and,  

Mr. Peckham last held office in 2022 and was an alder for 6 years.   
 

• Be highly esteemed in the community based upon character references and 
generally understood reputation in the community, and without criminal or legal 
judgments (including violations of environmental laws) which demonstrate poor 
character.   

 
2. Honoree(s) are recommended to meet at least one of the following conditions: 

• At least 10 years of civic service (must have made significant and exceptional 
meritorious contributions to the local parks or local community as a whole for recreation 
purposes). 

• Contributed to the preservation of the City or County’s history or culture 

• Contributed in a significant way to the acquisition, development or conveyance of land, 
buildings, and other amenities to the City or County. 

• A major financial contribution (donation of at least 51% of the value of park land 
dedication). 

 
The Committee is asked to approve the naming of the River Edge trail section from Thomas Street 
South to Adolph Street The Peckham Way and the installation of identifying signage. 

 
3. Discussion and Possible Action on Approving the Naming of the Amphitheater at Stewart Park in 

Honor of Madam Waltraud Karkar 
 In November of 2024 the Park Committee approved the placement of a placard memorial on the 

stage at Stewart Park in honor of the late Madam Waltraud Karkar. At that meeting the Committee 
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asked that the naming of the amphitheater after Waltaud Karkar be brought back with the naming 
policy for further discussion.  

 
Per the naming policy: E. Guidelines for naming in honor of individuals, groups or organizations are 
as follows.  

1. Individuals honored with a park or facility name (“Honoree”) must meet all of the following: 

• Have resided or worked in Marathon County or the area which has become Marathon 
County for a minimum of ten (10) years; and 

• If a former city or county employee, have been separated from City/County service 
for at least one year prior to application; and,  

• Be highly esteemed in the community based upon character references and 
generally understood reputation in the community, and without criminal or legal 
judgments (including violations of environmental laws) which demonstrate poor 
character.   

 
2. Honoree(s) are recommended to meet at least one of the following conditions: 

• At least 10 years of civic service (must have made significant and exceptional 
meritorious contributions to the local parks or local community as a whole for recreation 
purposes). 

• Contributed to the preservation of the City or County’s history or culture 

• Contributed in a significant way to the acquisition, development or conveyance of land, 
buildings, and other amenities to the City or County. 

• A major financial contribution (donation of at least 51% of the value of park land 
dedication). 

 
 In early May 2024, Waltraud Karkar, founder of the Central WI School of Ballet here in Wausau, 

passed away. Stewart Park was always a very special place to Waltraud. She assisted the city with 
the park's restoration back in the late 1980s, early 90s by helping to raise funds to restore the stage. 
The school has used and continues to use the park for their summer performance each year. She 
loved the park, and she and her husband even bought a home next to it.  

 
 The city has received a request from a number of families who were part of the ballet school, some 

who have been involved with the ballet school since the school was started over 50 years ago. Their 
request is to dedicate the stage in Waltraud Karkar’s name, calling it the Waltraud Karkar 
Amphitheater and place a 3D cast bronze plaque to the amphitheater wall. This dedication would 
honor her commitment to the arts and her impact on our community throughout the years in a place 
that was dear to her heart.  

 
 The Committee is asked to approve the dedication of the amphitheater in Waltraud Karkar’s name 

and allow a plaque to be placed on the amphitheater wall. 
 
4. Discussion and Possible Action Recommending the Approval of a Resolution to the Wisconsin State 

Legislature and Governor Evers Supporting the Renewal of the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Fund 
 The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is a tremendously successful environmental conservation 

program that protects our lakes and streams, conserves working forests, secures critical wildlife 
habitats, and provides countless opportunities for outdoor recreation both close to home and across 
Wisconsin. 

 
 But most people have never heard of Knowles-Nelson. The program works behind the scenes to 

make it possible for conservation organizations, Cities, Counties and the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) to purchase land, to build trails, to maintain our parks and boating facilities, 
and to take care of our shorelines. The program is up for renewal in 2025, and our legislators need to 
know that caring for Wisconsin’s land and water is a top priority. 
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 Named after two former Wisconsin governors — Warren Knowles, a Republican, and Gaylord 

Nelson, a Democrat — the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program honors Wisconsin’s bipartisan 
commitment to land and water protection. 

  
 Since its inception in 1989, Republicans and Democrats across the state have championed the 

program because our land, water, and wildlife don’t have political affiliations. We all want Wisconsin 
to be a healthy, thriving place to live, work, and play. According to recent polls, 9 out of 10 
Wisconsinites support the Stewardship Program! 

  
 Knowles-Nelson is currently funded through June 2026. Groups are currently working with legislators 

to ensure that renewed funding for the program is included in the 2025 state budget.  
 
 For years, the Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee could review the use of stewardship grants in 

certain cases and block projects that raised concerns. Governor Evers challenged this process, and 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that the system currently in place violated the state Constitution. 
The program is not in jeopardy of being reauthorized. 

 
 Marathon County and communities within Marathon County have benefited from the Knowles-Nelson 

Stewardship Fund since 1989 to acquire property, and build and improve trails, parks and park 
amenities (see attached spreadsheet). 

 
 The Parks and Recreation Committee is asked to recommend that the City Council pass a resolution 

to be sent to State Legislators and Governor Evers supporting the reauthorization of the Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Fund. 
  

5. Discussion and Possible Action on the 2025 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Work Plan 
The 2025 work plan for the department is attached. The Committee is asked to review and provide 
comments on the work plan. 
 
The Committee is asked to approve the work plan. 

 
6A. 2024 Year in Review  

2024 was an extremely busy year with high park usage and a number of projects. Staff has gathered 
information on the work completed in 2024 and is providing the Committee with an overview. 

  
6B. Riverlife Concession RFP Update 

The deadline for the Riverlife Concession RFP has been extended to February 14th. At this time we 
have three interested parties that plan to submit a proposal. 

 
6C. Project Update   

Operations - Removal of old hoist and prepping for new hoist in mechanic’s garage. 
 
Signage - Many wooden park signs have been removed to be refinished and replaced. This will 
continue through the winter. 
 
400 Block – Transported snow from Sylvan Hill to the 400 Block for a base to build the ice rink. In 
addition to building the rink, additional work was completed to have a snow ring around the rink for 
the sled dogs at WinterFest. 
 
Riverlife - Refinished wood boards to the park benches. 
 
Sylvan Hill – The Facebook posting about Sylvan Hill opening reached over 100,000 impressions! 
It became the department’s most popular trending post. What’s even cooler is that many of the 
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users who saw it weren’t already following our page. This really helped expand our reach to new 
customers! 
- Sylvan tubing fully operational.  Lack of snow has made maintenance challenging. 
 

Nine Mile – Fat tire bike trails are open, and ski trails have been rolled but remain closed due to lack of 
snow. The Chalet is currently open Sat-Sun from 11a-4p until there is more snow. 

- Snow Striders was able to kick off their programming on Sunday.  They will continue as long as 
conditions allow. 

 
Water Meters - New water meter cages are nearly completed for Airport, 3M and DC Everest Park. 
 
Big Eau Pleine Park – Staff is brushing trails and roadsides. 

- Processing wood for camping season at Big Eau Pleine and stacking wood at the Dells. 
 
SunnyVale – Staff plowed, packed the field and prepped electrical for the Pond Hockey tournament 
held at Sunnyvale on 1/18. 
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CITY OF WAUSAU – PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date/Time: November 4, 2024, at 5:15 p.m. Location: Council Chambers, City Hall 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee Members Present: Lou Larson (c), Carol Lukens, Tom Neal, Lisa Rasmussen, 

Sarah Watson 

 

Others Present: Jamie Polley – Parks Director, Colleen Thomasgard, John Robinson, Anne Marie Abuzzahab, 

Andrea Sczygelski 

 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald 

in the proper manner. A quorum was present, and the meeting was called to order at 5:15pm. 

 

1. Approve Minutes – October 7, 2024 – Motion by Neal, second by Rasmussen to approve the Park and 

Recreation Committee Minutes as written. Motion carried by voice vote; vote reflected as 5-0. 

 

2. Discussion and Possible Action: Memorial at Stewart Park – The city has received a request from a number of 

families who were part of the ballet school, to dedicate the stage in Waltraud Karkar’s name, calling it the Waltraud 

Karkar Amphitheater and place a 3D cast bronze plaque to the amphitheater wall. This dedication would honor her 

commitment to the arts and her impact on our community throughout the years in a place that was dear to her heart. 

Mr. Robinson spoke of Madam Karkar’s contributions and vision of revitalizing the amphitheater in Stewart Park 

that goes back to 1980’s. In addition, she was the founder of the Central WI School of Ballet and held outdoor 

performances at the amphitheater each summer. Questions were answered and discussion followed. Discussion 

includes additional questions on park naming that will be brought back to the committee at a later date. Motion by 

Rasmussen, second by Lukens to approve the installation of a memorial at Stewart Park. Motion carried by voice 

vote; vote reflected as 5-0. 

 

3. Discussion and Possible Action: Approving Native American Land Acknowledgement marker in Riverlife Park – 

Colleen Thomasgard presented the placement of a marker at Riverlife Park for Native American Land 

Acknowledgement. Because the location is being placed in a park the request is coming to this committee for 

approval/denial before it goes onto the Plan Commission and City Council. The name of Wausau stems from five 

(5) different native American tribes that considered the Wausau area home. It would be nice to have a land 

acknowledgement for the current and future residence and visitors of the area to know the expanded history of the 

place and the people that were here. Questions were answered and discussion followed. Motion by Neal, second by 

Watson to approve the Native American Land Acknowledgment Marker in Riverlife Park. Motion carried by voice 

vote; vote reflected as 5-0. 

 

4. Educational Items 

A. Park Updates – The third Save Station was installed at Athletic Park next to the new concession stand and the 

entrance gate. Athletic Park Turf Project is near completion. 400 Block perimeter concrete was poured, and the 

safety bollards will be installed. The stage has been power washed. The old caulk has been removed, cleaned, and 

will be repainted. At the last meeting John Kahon, City Forester, gave an EAB and grant update. He’s working on 

the RFP for the tree-planting portion. We have been busy winterizing all the parks in the city and county, and 

shutting down all the water in the parks, which include the fountains and bathrooms.   

B. Events  – We had a successful Halloween event this year in partnership with the River District but had to cancel 

the Scary Skate portion due to issues at the second ice rink. Businesses along the 400 Block who didn’t think they 

were going to participate ended up joining in and want to do this event again next year. Questions were answered.  

 

5. Future Agenda Items - Park Ordinance Updates, Re-naming Stewart Park, Concession Stand Vendor RFP  

 

6. Next Meeting: Monday, December 2, 2024, at 5:15 p.m. Council Chambers (City Hall 407 Grant Street Wausau, 

WI 54403) 

 

7. Adjournment – Motion by Rasmussen, second by Neal to adjourn at 6:03 p.m. Motion carried by voice vote, 

vote reflected as 5-0. 



WAUSAU/MARATHON COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY  

NAMING GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 
 

1.Purpose: 

A. The Purpose of these guidelines and criteria is to develop names for City or County parks, 

property, facilities, or portions thereof that are:  

• Unique. Unique names are identifiable to a specific place and do not duplicate or are 

not confused with existing names in the City of Wausau, Marathon County, or 

neighboring areas.  

• Meaningful. Names may reference natural features or landmarks, local historic 

events, or persons with historic significance, locally or nationally. 

• Inclusive. Respectful of all people and cultures and reflect positive values acceptable 

to the community as a whole. 

B. These guidelines and criteria applies to the naming of City or County parks, property, 

facilities, or portions thereof, whether payment has been offered or sought in exchange for the naming 

privilege through an offer of Sponsorship under the Wausau/Marathon County Parks, Recreation & 

Forestry Department (“Department”) Sponsorship Policy or a naming application has been made 

without an offer of compensation. 

C. Offers for Sponsorship that include or concern naming as a Recognition Benefit are subject 

to the provisions of the Department Sponsorship Policy and may include provisions for ongoing and 

special maintenance costs or costs of improvements such as the renovation of a facility. Sponsorship 

Agreements that include or concern naming as a Recognition Benefit will contain specific terms for 

discontinuation or termination.  Offers of Sponsorship for naming rights of any City park, County 

Park or facility shall be approved by the City Council or County Park Commission.  Offers of 

Sponsorship for naming rights of designated portions of City or County facilities, such as naming 

rights for a specific athletic field within a park or a shelter within a City or County Park, may be 

approved by the Department Director pursuant to the requirements and guidelines of the Department 

Sponsorship Policy. 
 

2. Guidelines: 
A. General Name guidelines: 

• Should not duplicate or be easily confused with existing local public or private places.  

• Should not be cumbersome, corrupted, or modified names, profane, discriminatory, or 

derogatory names related to age, race, religion, creed, national origin, sex, color, marital 

status, disability, sexual orientation, political affiliation, or other similar categories. 

• Should not contain names of companies or organizations whose business is substantially 

derived from the sale of alcohol, drugs, tobacco, gambling, firearms, sexually explicit 

materials, adult entertainment and/or other practices considered unsuitable or 

inappropriate for children. 

• Should use the fewest words possible.  

• Should not be names of appointed or elected local officials currently in office or current 

City/County employees. 

• Former facility names should not be re-used other than for a reconstruction of the same 

facility in the same location 

• . 

 

B. Names of historic places, events and cultural ideas utilized for naming purposes shall be 

appropriate to the site and proposed use. 

 



C. Names may include names of recognizable areas that aid in locating a facility, park, or open 

space. 

 

D. Names may include references to site features, wildlife, or other natural ideas when site 

specific. 

 

E. Guidelines for naming in honor of individuals, groups or organizations are as follows.  

1. Individuals honored with a park or facility name (“Honoree”) must meet all of the 

following: 

• Have resided or worked in Marathon County or the area which has become 

Marathon County for a minimum of ten (10) years; and 

• If a former city or county employee, have been separated from City/County 

service for at least one year prior to application; and,  

• Be highly esteemed in the community based upon character references and 

generally understood reputation in the community, and without criminal or legal 

judgments (including violations of environmental laws) which demonstrate poor 

character.   

 

2. Honoree(s) are recommended to meet at least one of the following conditions: 

• At least 10 years of civic service (must have made significant and exceptional 

meritorious contributions to the local parks or local community as a whole for 

recreation purposes). 

• Contributed to the preservation of the City or County’s history or culture 

• Contributed in a significant way to the acquisition, development or conveyance of 

land, buildings, and other amenities to the City or County. 

• A major financial contribution (donation of at least 51% of the value of park land 

dedication). 

 

If the Honoree is living, the naming is only subject to approval after a study has been 

completed relative to the individual’s background and qualifications pursuant to the criteria 

set forth above. 

 

2. Groups or Organizations 

• Groups, organizations, associations, companies, or businesses that have been 

instrumental in enabling the City or County to acquire sites either by donation of land 

or money or have donated the amount of land or money needed to complete 

development of a park, park facility or park amenity. 

• Have a longstanding affiliation with the City/County of significant community 

service, involvement, or contributions beyond the ordinary interest level whose 

efforts have: 

i. Enhanced the quality of life and well-being of City/County residents 

ii. Contributed to the preservation of the City/County’s history or culture. 

iii. Made exemplary or meritorious contributions to the City/County or its 

residents. 

 

Note: Meeting the guidelines does not guarantee that a name will be approved. 



 

MINUTES 

April 22, 2024 

Members Present: Tom Neal, Terry Kilian, Tyler Wildman, Chris Filtz, Ben Gerhards, Susan Schmidt, 

Veronica Hope 

Others Present: Jon Smith, Jillian Kurtzhals, TJ Niksich 

Location: City Hall, Maple Room 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statues, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 

the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions          

Lynch called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment            

N/A 

 

3. Discussion and Possible Action: Election of Committee Chair 

Motion/second by Neal/Filtz to table the election of the committee chair until the next meeting.  

 

4. Approve minutes of March 25, 2024 Meeting         

Motion/second by Filtz/Gerhards.  Passed unanimously. 

 

 

5. Discussion: Overview of Committee   

Lynch reviewed the information provided in the packet regarding the official language for the 

committee. He discussed the history and purpose of the Wausau MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Master Plan and the River Edge Trail Plan. Neal asked about the MPO and what kind of funding was 

available. Funding from the MPO is mostly tied to road projects but there is a federal requirement to 

address the bike and ped needs in that project area. Neal asked if in the future the projects from the 

plans could be listed and tracked so the committee could focus on their completion.  

 

6. Discussion and Possible Action:  Mayor’s Ride and Bike Month activities 

Smith discussed the work he had done creating the graphic, the press release, and a route. This will 

likely go out to the press and public notice in early May so as not to be lost in the shuffle of the news 

cycle.  

 

City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 



7. Discussion and Possible Action: Proposed naming of the new River Edge Trail section in memory of 

Pat Peckham 

Lynch noted that the idea of naming the new section of the RE Trail in memory of former alder Pat 

Peckham was brought up at separate times by Mayor Rosenberg, Lynch, Gerhards and Alder Neal. 

There is a process created by the Parks Committee, staff can start it and seek help from committee 

members for additional work.  

 

Motion/second by Neal/Kilian to direct staff to submit application for naming the River Edge Trail 

section in memory of Pat Peckham to the Parks & Recreation Committee. Vote is unanimous in 

favor. 

 

 

8. Next meeting date            

The committee is scheduled to meet next on May 20, 2024 due to the regular meeting date falling 

on observed Memorial Day.  

 

9. Adjourn             

Motion/second by Neal/Kilian to adjourn.  Passed unanimously.  Meeting ended at 5:15 p.m.   
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MEMO 

To: Parks & Recreation Committee 

Prepared By: Andrew Lynch, AICP  City Planner 

Date: November 25, 2024 

Request to name section of River Edge Parkway in memory of 
Patrick Peckham.  

Application to name the section of the River Edge Parkway between Thomas St and Adolph St as 
‘The Peckham Way’ in honor of former city alder, local journalist, and bicycle advocate Patrick Peckham.  

In April of 2024, the City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee voted in favor of a 
recommendation to name the new section of the River Edge Parkway between Thomas St and Adolph 
Street in memory of Patrick Peckham. The Committee directed staff to solicit references of Mr. Peckham 
and apply.  

The newest section of the River Edge Parkway extends the westside trail system from Thomas Street 
south, around the Wastewater Treatment Plant and Department of Public Works campus, and connects 
to Adolph Street. This represents the southernmost section of paved trail on the westside and an 
important bookend to a trail system 50 years in the making.  

The trail also represents the practicality of using existing City property, the community support in 
funding, and the ability to provide recreational infrastructure to a lower-income area of the city. Exactly 
the type of values and efforts Mr. Peckham would have championed. Mr. Peckham, as a City alder, was 
known for a gentle but firm manner, willingness to seek and hear input, a great champion of the City, as 
well as an avid bicyclist and outdoorsman. The recommendation of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee is to use the name ‘The Peckham Way’ to honor how Pat conducted himself as a resident 
and an alderperson.  

The trail will have paving completed in 2024. Lights and final touches will be installed in 2025 and a 
ribbon-cutting will be held at time. Please see the information provided for the guidelines below as well 
as the attached character references.  

E. Guidelines for naming in honor of individuals, groups or organizations are as follows.  

1. Individuals honored with a park or facility name (“Honoree”) must meet all of the following: 

• Have resided or worked in Marathon County or the area which has become Marathon 
County for a minimum of ten (10) years; and 

o Mr. Peckham has been a resident of Wausau since 1997 

• If a former city or county employee, have been separated from City/County service for at 
least one year prior to application; and, 

o Mr. Peckham last held office in 2022 and was an alder for 6 years.   

• Be highly esteemed in the community based upon character references and generally 
understood reputation in the community, and without criminal or legal judgments (including 
violations of environmental laws) which demonstrate poor character.   

o Please see included character references.  

 



Existing River Edge Trail

Proposed
‘The Peckham Way’

On Street Route 
To Be Determined

City of Wausau – River Edge Parkway Extension



 

Request for Additional Services              
 
Purpose:  The Wausau & Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department has a desire to 
always provide high quality recreational services and facilities.  With restricted financial and personnel 
resources the Department needs a process to evaluate requests for additional services. Additional services 
being defined as additions to programs and facilities or new programs and facilities.   
 
In order to fully evaluate and stimulate thought on the complete aspects of additional services, please 
provide the Department with a request that includes the following (all items may not pertain and may not 
be known by requestor): 
 

● Please describe program or facility where additional services are being requested. 
Stewart Park 
508 N. 10th Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 
 

● Please describe additional services/facility being requested. 
Addition of a 3D cast bronze portrait plaque dedicating the stage at Stewart Park in Waltraud Karkar’s 

memory. This plaque could be mounted on a large decorative rock, concrete pedestal, or a stake 
mount depending on the location and what the city would allow. (Wording of memorial attached to 
bottom of document). 
 
● Why do you think this additional service/facility is needed? 

In recognition and appreciation for her commitment to the arts for over 50 years in the Wausau 
community. 

 
● What exactly is being asked of the Department (funding, maintenance, construction)? 

Permission to dedicate the stage with a memorial in honor of Waltraud Karkar. 
 
● What are the total costs for the additional services/facilities (not only initial costs but future 

costs)? 
This memorial would be constructed to not require ongoing maintenance.  
 
● How would it be funded (what is the County/City being asked to contribute, what is the group 

willing to contribute, grants, donations, etc.)? 
This memorial would be funded privately through donations. 

 
● Who will provide maintenance in the future (will it be turned over to the Department upon 

completion, will there be maintenance funds put aside, group to provide some maintenance, 
who repairs damage, etc.)? 

 The memorial will be turned over to the department when complete.  
 

● What are the expectations of the County/City once it is complete? 
That the memorial will become part of the park. 

 
● What is the timeline for completion? 

We would like it to be completed by mid-July 2025 when the Central WI School of Ballet performs 
their annual Ballet in the Park performance at Stewart Park. 

 
For facility improvements or additions: provide a site plan, pictures of the proposed changes and a 
materials list. 
 



 

Addition of a memorial plaque and stand at the entrance to Stewart Park on N. 10th Street. There is a 
raised flower bed located just through the entrance where the memorial could be placed.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Material List: 
 
-Large rock or concrete pedestal to mount the plaque on. 
-3D cast bronze portrait plaque 
 
 
 
Proposed wording of plaque: 



 

 
THE WALTRAUD KARKAR AMPHITHEATER  

 
 PHOTO 

 
1931 -2024 

 
 In recognition and appreciation for Waultraud's profound commitment to the arts for over 50 
Years in the Wausau Community.   
                
"I am an educator. My students do not simply learn a step but they come to understand dance, 
its importance, its history, its place in the world.   
If I can touch their souls and inspire them, then I have reached my goal as a teacher. If they 
remember to walk tall, to walk with self confidence,  
and to appreciate the arts and the world around them, what beautiful children they become and 
what wonderful adults they will make." 
 (Waltraud"s signature) 
 
 
 



 
CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403 

 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
Resolution in Support of the Continuation of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program  

Committee Action:   

Fiscal Impact:   $0 

 
 
File Number: 

 

 
 
Date Introduced: February 3, 2025 

 

   FISCAL IMPACT SUMMARY 

C
O

S
T

S
 Budget Neutral     Yes No   

Included in Budget:  Yes No  Budget Source:   

One-time Costs:    Yes No  Amount: 

Recurring Costs:  Yes No  Amount: 

    

S
O

U
R

C
E

 Fee  Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   

Grant Financed:              Yes No  Amount:   

Debt Financed:                 Yes No  Amount Annual Retirement 

TID Financed:                  Yes No  Amount: 

TID Source:  Increment Revenue   Debt   Funds on Hand   Interfund Loan  

   

           RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Legislature created the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program 

in 1989 to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality and fisheries, and 

expand opportunities for outdoor recreation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per Ch. 23.0915(2c)(d), Wis. Stats., the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is 

set to expire in 2025; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the program has supported land acquisition and capital development by the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR), local governements including the City of Wausau, and 

nonprofit conservation organizations to preserve valuable natural areas, wildlife habitat, water quality 

and outdoor recreation for public benefit around the state; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Wausau has utilized Stewardship grant funds to develop trails and other 

public outdoor recreation opportunities,  and desires to support the continuation of the Knowles-Nelson 

Stewardship Program; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Wausau City Council considers the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Program a valuable tool to preserve and restore natural areas, wildlife habitat and water quality while 

supporting the development of public nature-based outdoor recreation opportunities that promote 

economic development and enhance quality of life. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wausau City Council does support funding 

renewal for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Wausau Clerk be directed to forward a copy of 



this resolution to all Wisconsin Counties, the Legislature and the Governor and the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources Secretary.  

  
Approved: 

 

 

      

Doug Diny, Mayor 



Jamie Polley 

From: Lisa Siewert <siewert.elizabeth@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2025 10:34 AM 

To: Jamie Polley 

Cc: Lisa Rasmussen 

Subject: Request for Support: Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program Resolutions 

You don't often get email from siewert.elizabeth@gmail.com. Learn why this is important 

Dear Jamie, 

I hope this message finds you well. My name is Lisa Siewert, and I am a Wausau resident and a 
member of the Central Moraines Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance. As you know, Wausau was 
recently named an Ice Age Trail Community, which formalizes our partnership with the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance to enhance awareness of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and improve the quality of life in 
our community. With 43 miles of the Ice Age Trail developed in Marathon County, this partnership 
underscores the importance of preserving the natural spaces that make our area so special. 

I’m reaching out regarding the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, which has been instrumental in 
protecting Wisconsin's natural spaces and enhancing access to trails like the Ice Age Trail. This 
program is crucial to preserving the outdoor resources that make our community such a vibrant and 
desirable place to live, work, and explore. 

As part of an effort to support the reauthorization of this program in the upcoming state budget, we 
are asking city and county leaders to pass resolutions in support of the fund. Your leadership and 
collaboration would be invaluable in advancing this initiative for the benefit of Wausau and the 
broader Marathon County community. 

We have prepared resources, including district-specific information, that can help with drafting 
resolutions. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Thank you for your time and for your dedication to Wausau’s parks and outdoor spaces. I look 
forward to working together to support this important program that impacts our local community so 
deeply. 

Best regards, 
Lisa Siewert 

siewert.elizabeth@gmail.com 
Cell: 517-281-0117
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Marathon 
County 

Dells 
of 

the 
Eau 

Claire 
Park 

+Marathon 
County 

shall 
participate 

in 
the 

Acquisition 
and 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 
by 

Addition 
Acq. 

purchasing 
approximately 

0.31 
acres 

of 
land 

for 
public 

outdoor 
recreation 

purposes. 
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A
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The 
Village 

of 
Edgar 

shall 
participate 

in 
the 

Acquisition 
and 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 
by 

acquiring 
approximately 

73 
acres 

of 
land 

for 
public 

outdoor 
recreation 

purposes. 
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Scotch 
Creek 

Acqu 

Marathon 
County 

shall 
participate 

in 
the 

Acq 

acquiring 
two 

parcels 
of 

land 
totaling 

approximately 
64.3 

acres 
for 

public 
outdoor 

r
e
c
r
e
a
t
i
o
n
.
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Marathon 
County 

proposed 
to 

use 
Stewardship 

Funds 
to 

acquire 
80 

acres 
Hoffman 

property 
in 

the 
Town 

of 
Hewitt 

for 
nature-based 

outdoor 
recreation 

activities. 
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County 

proposes 
to 

use 
Stewardship 

funds 
to 

acquire 
80 

acres--Marshall 

property 
in 

the 
Town 

of 
Ringle, 

Marathon 
County, 

for 
nature-based 

outdoor 
recreation 

activities. 

Fair 
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Value: 
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198 
acres 

in 
the 

Town 
of 

Hewitt 
northeast 
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W
a
u
s
a
u
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The 
property 

entered 
in 

to 
the 

County 
Forest 

law 
program 

and 
be 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

primarily 
for 

timber 

Marathon 
County 

- Ceres 
Timber 

production 
and 

outdoor 
recreation. 
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5/18/2017 
LPA 

Grant 
for 

acquisition 
of 

approximately 
199.84 

acres 
in 

the 
Town 

of 
Hewitt 

to 
be 

added 
to 

Marathon 
County 

Forest; 
a 

portion 
of 

the 
match 

for 
this 

award 
is 

derived 
from 

the 
value 

of 

Marathon 
Co. 

Kerswill 
79.7 

acres 
in 

the 
Town 

of 
Easton. 
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Marathon 
County 

Wisconsin 
River 

Park 
Marathon 

County 
shall 

participate 
in 

the 
Urban 

Rivers 
Grant 

Program 
by 

purchasing 

approximately 
289.5 

acres 
of 

land 
for 

public 
outdoor 

recreation 
purposes. 
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Ihe 
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City 
shall 

participate 
in 

the 
Urban 

Rivers 
grant 

program 
by 

acquiring 

approximately 
52.4 

acres 
of 

land 
for 

public 
outdoor 

recreation. 

Acquisition 
Costs 
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Other 
Expenses 
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l 
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rk
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og

ra
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de
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El
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ro
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ag
e 

Pa
rk

 
to

 
in

cl
ud

e 
th
e 

fo
ll

ow
in

g 
it

em
s:

 
Va
ul
t 

To
il
et
 

Up
gr
ad
e;
 
Wa

lk
wa

ys
; 

Pl
ay
 
Ar
ea
; 

Sa
fe
ty
 
Fe

nc
in

g;
 

Pi
cn
ic
 
Sh
el
te
r;
 
an

d 
La

nd
sc

ap
i 

Ac
qu

is
it

i 

Ma
ra

th
on

 
Co
un
ty
 

sh
al
l 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
e 

in 
th

e 
Ac
qu
i 

Th
e 

Vi
ll
ag
e 

of
 
W
e
s
t
o
n
 

sh
al

l 
pa
rt
i 

Th
e 

Ci
ty

 
of
 W
a
u
s
a
u
 

sh
al
l 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
e 

in 
th
e 

Ac
qu

is
i 

de
ve
lo
pi
ng
 

Ri
ve
r 

Ed
ge

 
Pa

rk
wa

y 
to

 
in

cl
ud

e 
th
e 

fo
ll

wi
ng

 
it

em
s:

 
En

gi
ne

er
in

g;
 

Tra
il;

 
Tr
a 

g; 
Be
nc
he
s;
 

Li
gh

ti
ng

; 
La

nd
sc

ap
in

g;
 

Fe
nc
in
g;
 

Si
gn
s;
 

Br
id

ge
; 

an
d 

Ou
tf

lo
 

Su
rf

a 

Ci
ty

 
of

 
W
a
u
s
a
u
 

wi
ll
 
ut

il
iz

e 
th

e 
s
u
b
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
Ac

qu
is

it
io

n 
& 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
Lo
ca
l 

Pa
rk
s 

gr
an
t 

to
 
fu

nd
in

g 
th

e 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
th

e 
Ri
ve
r 

Ed
ge

 
Tr

ai
l 

Pa
rk

wa
y 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

. 
Pr

oj
ec

t 

el
em
en
ts
 

in
cl
ud
e:
 

en
gi

ne
er

in
g,

 
tr
ai
l 

co
ns
tr
uc
ti
on
, 

la
nd
sc
ap
in
g,
 
se
ed
in
g,
 

si
gn

s 
&l

 

er
s 
g
r
a
n
t
 to
 
fu
nd
 

th
e 

d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 

th
e 

Ri
ve
r 

Ed
ge

 
Tr
ai
l 

Pa
rk

wa
y 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

. 
Pr

oj
ec

t 
el

em
en

ts
 
in
cl
ud
e:
 

en
gi

ne
er

in
g,

 
tr

ai
l 

co
ns

tr
uc

ti
on

, 
la
nd
sc
ap
in
g,
 
se
ed
in
g,
 

si
gn

s 
& 

la
bo
r.
 

Ci
ty

 
of

 
W
a
u
s
a
u
 

will
 
ut

 

on
 
an
d 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
Lo
ca
l 

Pa
rk
s 

by
 

pa
te

 
in 

th
e 

Ai
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

Ac
qu
 

Pa
rk

s 
by

 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

th
e 

fo
ll

ow
in

g 
it

em
s:

 
1. 

De
ve

lo
p 

18
.3
 
mi

le
s 

of
 

tra
il.

 
2.
Pr
e 

an
d 

po
st
=e
ng
in
ee
ri
ng
 
an
d 

su
pe

rv
is

io
n.

 
3.
 
Gr

ad
in

g.
 

4.
 
Su
rf
ac
in
g.
 

5.
 
Ga

te
s.

 
6.

Si
gn

s.
 

7.
 

P 

io
n 

an
d 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
Lo

ca
l 

n 
an

d 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
Lo
ca
l 

Pa
rk
s 

s
u
b
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 

fu
nd
s 

ar
e 

aw
ar

de
d 

to
 
th
e 

Vi
ll

ag
e 

of
 
Ha

tl
ey

 
to

 
de
ve
lo
p 

Me
mo

ri
al

 
Pa
rk
. 

Th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t 

wi
ll

 
in

cl
ud

e 
th
e 

fo
ll

ow
in

g 
it

em
s:

 

En
gi
ne
er
in
g;
 
Re

st
ro

om
 

Fa
ci
li
ty
; 

Tr
ai
l;
 

Be
nc

he
s;

 
Pi
cn
ic
 

ta
bl

es
; 

Tr
as
h 

Re
ce
pt
ac
le
s;
 

Pl
a 

io
n 

an
d 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of
 
Lo

ca
l 

Pa
rk
s 

by
 

de
ve
lo
pi
ng
 

th
e 

Mo
un

ta
in

 
Ba
y 

St
at
e 

Tr
ai
l 
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in

cl
ud

e 
th
e 

fo
ll

ow
in

g 
it
em
s:
 

Tr
ai

l 
Su
rf
ac
in
g.
 

at
e 

in 
th
e 

Ac
qu

is
it

io
n 

an
d 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
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Lo

ca
l 

Pa
rk

s 
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de
ve
lo
pi
ng
 

th
e 

Ea
u 

Cl
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Ri
ve
r 

Re
cr
ea
ti
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Tr
ai

l 
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cl
ud

e 
th
e 

fo
ll
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g 

it
em
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En
gi

ne
er

in
g;

 
Tr
ai
l 

Si
te
 
Pr

ep
ar

at
io

n:
 

Tr
ai
l 

Su
rf

ac
in
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Si
gn

s;
 
a
n
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City 
of 

W
a
u
s
a
u
 

Rivers 
Edge 

Park 
Trail 

Dev 

City 
of 

W
a
u
s
a
u
 

Rivers 
Edge 

Park 
Trail 

Dev 

Rib 
Mtn-Liberty 

Park 
Dev. 

Village 
of 

Rothschild 
- Cedar 

Creek 

Recreational 
Trail 

Extension 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

Town 
of 

Rib 
Mountain 

- 
D
o
e
p
k
e
 

Park 
Trail 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

Town 
of 

Rib 
Mountain 

- State 
Park 

Road 
Trail 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

9-Mile 
Trailhead 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

Oak 
Street 

Park 
R
e
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

Village 
of 

Stratford 
- 
R
e
c
r
e
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

Trail 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

- Phase 
1 

West 
Side 

Pk 
Dev-Stratford 

Ice 
Age 

Trail 
Alliance-Rice 

Lake 
Addition 

Marathon 
Co. 

Ceres 

City 
of 

Schofield 
- Lake 

W
a
u
s
a
u
 

Public 

Access 
Acq. 

Marathon 
Co. 

Erikson 

City 
of 

W
a
u
s
a
u
 

will 
utilize 

the 
s
u
b
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
Acquisition 

& 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 
grant 

to 
funding 

the 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
the 

River 
Edge 

Trail 
Parkway 

improvements. 
Project 

elements 
include: 

engineering, 
trail 

construction, 
landscaping, 

seeding, 
signs 

&l 

City 
of 

W
a
u
s
a
u
 

will 
utilize 

the 
s
u
b
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
Urban 

Rivers 
grant 

to 
fund 

the 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 

the 
River 

Edge 
Trail 

Parkway 
improvements. 

Project 
elements 

include: 
engineering, 

trail 

construction, 
landscaping, 

seeding, 
signs 

& 
labor. 

N
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
A
m
e
n
d
s
=
0
;
 

Adv 
to 

Mad=blank; 
Adv 

$=blank; 
Final 

Bill 
Received=900111; 

Bill 
to 

M
a
d
=
9
0
0
1
1
2
;
 

Bill 
to 

Dt=16,079.00 

The 
Village 

of 
Rothschild 

shall 
participate 

in 
the 

Acquisition 
& 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 

by 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 
Cedar 

Creek 
Trail 

to 
include 

the 
following 

items: 
Engineering; 

Site 

Preparation; 
Trail 

Construction; 
Trail 

Surfacing; 
Riprap; 

Landscaping; 
and 

Sign 

The 
Town 

of 
Rib 

Mountain 
shall 

participate 
in 

the 
Acquisition 

and 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 
by 

developing 
a 
recreational 

trail 
at 

D
o
e
p
k
e
 
Recreation 

Area 
to 

include 
the 

following 

items: 
Engineering; 

Site 
Preparation; 

Trail 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
;
 

Trail 
Surfacing; 

a 

The 
Town 

of 
Rib 

Mountain 
shall 

participate 
in 

the 
Acquisition 

and 
D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 
by 

developing 
State 

Park 
Road 

Trail 
to 

include 
the 

following 
items: 

Engineering; 

Clearing; 
Site 

Preparation; 
and 

Surfacing. 

N
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
A
m
e
n
d
s
=
1
;
 

Adv 
to 

Mad=blank; 
Adv 

$=blank; 
Final 

Bill 
R
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
=
9
3
0
9
1
6
;
 

M
a
d
=
9
3
0
9
2
0
;
 

Bill 
to 

D
t
=
1
5
2
,
0
0
0
.
0
0
 

N
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
A
m
e
n
d
s
=
1
;
 

Adv 
to 

Mad=blank; 
Adv 

$=blank; 
Final 

Bill 
R
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
=
9
2
1
0
0
7
;
 

Bill 
to 

M
a
d
=
9
2
1
0
2
9
;
 

Bill 
to 

Dt=35,000.00 

il 
to 

The 
Village 

of 
Stratford 

shall 
participate 

in 
the 

Acquisition 
and 

D
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Local 

Parks 

by 
developing 

the 
Stratford 

R
e
c
r
e
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

Trail 
and 

C
o
n
s
e
r
v
a
n
c
y
 

Park 
to 

include 
the 

following 
items: 

Engineering; 
Site 

Preparation; 
Trail 

Construction 
and 

Surfaci 

N
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
A
m
e
n
d
s
=
1
;
 

Adv 
to 

Mad=blank; 
Adv 

$=blank; 
Final 

Bill 
Received=941220; 

Bill 
to 

Mad=blank; 
Bill 

to 
Dt=5,320.00 

IATA 
will 

use 
State 

Trail 
funds 

to 
purchase 

a 
22.70 

acres 
to 

link 
sections 

of 
the 

Ice 
Age 

Trail 

near 
Rice 

Lake. 

K
n
o
w
l
e
s
-
N
e
l
s
o
n
 
Stewardship 

grant 
for 

acquisition 
of 

two 
parcels, 

totalling 
200 

acres. 

Aquisitions 
are 

additions 
to 

County 
Forest 

holdings. 

The 
City 

of 
Schofield 

is 
awarded 

Stewardship 
funds 

to 
acquire 

a 
2.37-acre 

property 
to 

expand 
an 

existing 
City 

park 
along 

Lake 
W
a
u
s
a
u
 

and 
eventually 

develop 
the 

property 
fora 

boat 
launcn 

facility. 
The 

subject 
2.37-acre 

property 
includes 

approximately 
1,38 

Grant 
for 

acquisition 
of 

40 
acres 

to 
incorporate 

into 
Marathon 

County 
Forest. 

City 
Of W

a
u
s
a
u
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Of W

a
u
s
a
u
 

Town 
Of 

Rib 
Mountain 

Village 
Of 

Rothschild 

Town 
Of 

Rib 
Mountain 

Town 
Of 

Rib 
Mountain 

Marathon 
County 

Village 
Of 

Edgar 

Village 
Of 

Stratford 

Village 
Of 
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O
U
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PUBLIC FORESTS ARE WHERE 
WISCONSIN WORKS AND PLAYS

COUNTY FORESTS PROVIDE JOBS, PROTECT NATURE, 
AND ARE HOME TO THOUSANDS OF MILES OF TRAILS.

Publicly owned forests are key to the economic health and cultural heritage of northern
Wisconsin. County forests are always open to the public and they generate far more revenue 
for local communities than forests owned by corporations or private lands enrolled in the 
Managed Forest Law Program. 

These working forests fuel northern Wisconsin's tourism economy and connect communities, 
with expansive trail systems attracting tourists from across the country. For hunters, healthy 
public forests provide wildlife habitat and ensure access to the best hunting spots.

County forests are managed for long-term economic and environmental 
sustainability, not just to turn a profit. Public forests keep trail systems and 
wildlife habitat intact, ensuring that forestry dollars remain local. Renewing 
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program ensures thes working forests 
continue benefiting Wisconsinsites for generations to come.

There are 2.4 million acres 
of county-owned forestland in Wisconsin.

That’s more than the state or the 
federal government own.

County forests are home to thousands of recreational opportunities.

396
miles of

bike trails

460
miles of
ski trails

280
boat landings

9,130
miles of

snowmobile trails

1,730
miles of

ATV trails

3,340
campsites

504
miles of 

hiking trails

Public lands are the backbone of Wisconsin’s 
$11.2 billion outdoor recreation economy.

$5.4 billion
in employee wages

96,000
jobs

Knowles-Nelson has invested 

$11.8 million into Wisconsin’s 
county forests across 19 counties. 

County forests support Wisconsin’s
$24 billion forest products industry.

58,000
jobs

$4 billion
in employee wages

The forest products industry is the number one 
employer in seven counties.

$17.9 Billion
in consumer spending

www.knowlesnelson.org
info@knowlesnelson.org



OUTDOOR RECREATION 
WORKS FOR WISCONSINITES

PUBLIC LANDS ARE THE BACKBONE OF WISCONSIN’S 
OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMY.

Wisconsin's public lands are more than just pins on a map - they're essential spaces where 
we connect with nature, strengthen our communities, and enhance our quality of life. From 
the shores of Lake Michigan to the trails of the Northwoods, these cherished landscapes 
provide endless opportunities for recreation, help sustain our physical and mental health, 
and serve as economic engines for local communities.

750,000 Acres
throughout Wisconsin have been protected by the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Program over 30 years - a $1.3 billion investment in public lands.

time spent in nature is 
time well spent.

96,000
jobs

$5.4 Billion
in employee wages

Outdoor recreation adds $11.2 billion to Wisconsin’s GDP 
from activities including:

95%
of Wisconsinites 

participate in outdoor 
recreation each year

Outdoor recreation is vital for our well-being and community health. Whether hiking, 
fishing, or camping, time spent in Wisconsin’s landscapes connects us to nature and each 
other. By protecting our public lands, we enhance our quality of life and preserve the 
resources we all depend on. Renewing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program gives 
Wisconsin the tools to protect these special places so they can keep working for all of us.

20 million
people visit Wisconsin’s 

state parks annually

$17.9 billion
in consumer spending

60%
of Wisconsinites rely on public 

lands & waters when participating 
in their favorite outdoor activity

Regular exercise lowers blood 
pressure and improves heart 
health.

Time outdoors reduces stress 
and anxiety, improves mood, 
and boosts creativity and focus.

Outdoor recreation strengthens 
social bonds and community 
connections while reducing 
feelings of isolation.

Outdoor Recreation Means Business.
Wisconsin’s outdoor recreation economy supports:

$1.10 billion
motorcycling & ATVing

$928 million
boating & fishing

$157 million
bicycling

$320 million
hunting &shooting

www.knowlesnelson.org
info@knowlesnelson.org



THE KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM BY THE NUMBERS

For 30 years, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program has funded our parks 
and trails, protected our lakes and rivers, and conserved special places across 
Wisconsin. It’s how we take care of the outdoor places we love.

The governor and the Wisconsin state legislature must renew Knowles-Nelson 
in the 2025 budget or we’ll lose hundreds of millions of dollars to care for our 
land, water, wildlife, and the Wisconsin way of life.

Non-profit conservation organizations, like land trusts, and local
governments apply for Knowles-Nelslon matching grants - every dollar 
Wisconsin invests in a conservation project is matched by another dollar 
raised elsewhere, effectively doubling the program’s impact. The DNR also 
uses Knowles-Nelson funds to support land purchases around the state. 
These local-led projects create trails, boat launches, parks, and protect the 
natural areas that make our communities special.

90% of WI Households 
are less than 1 mile from a 
Knowles-Nelson investment. 

There are projects in all 
72 counties.

Regular exercise outside lowers 
the rate of expensive health 
problems like cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes.

Access to open space improves 
our health. When we exercise 
in nature we become:
• Relaxed
• Less Anxious
• More Creative
• Better Problem Solvers

750,000 acres 
throughout Wisconsin have been 
protected by Knowles-Nelson. 

That’s a $1.3 BILLIOn
investment in Wisconsin’s land, 
water, wildlife, and way of life.

Knowles-Nelson supports a healthy WI economy:

96,000
outdoor recreation jobs

$24 Billion
forestry economy

4,200+ GRANTS
have been awarded to local governments 
and non-profits to support parks, trails, 
boat launches, and campgrounds.

$11.00
is how much stewardship costs 
each WI resident each year - 
less than a fishing license or 
state parks pass. And yes, that 
includes debt service.

90% of WI voters
support public funding
for conservation.

When we protect nature, nature works for us.
$2.5 Billion value is returned to Wisconsinites every year through:

Air & Water 
Filtration

Carbon 
Sequestration

Recreation 
Opportunities

Flood 
Protection

www.knowlesnelson.org
info@knowlesnelson.org



PARTNERSHIPS THAT PROTECT WISCONSIN
LOCAL DOLLARS GO FURTHER WITH KNOWLES-NELSON.

The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program empowers Wisconsin communities 
through matching grants that double the impact of every conservation dollar. When 
local governments and nonprofits step up to protect land and build outdoor spaces, 
Knowles-Nelson matches their investment - turning community vision into reality. 

From neighborhood playgrounds to vast forests, from boat launches to hiking trails, 
these partnerships create the outdoor places that make our communities special.

Local organizations know what matters most to their communities and how to make 
conservation work at home. Building trails, protecting watersheds, and creating 
parks takes time, vision, and resources. Renewing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program ensures our communities have the resources they need to protect and care 
for the outdoor places where we live, play, and grow together.

4,200+ grants have been awarded to local 
governments and nonprofit organizations.

90% of WI households 
are within one mile of a 
Knowles-Nelson investment.

700+ grants totaling $133 million have helped over 
75 nonprofit organizations, like land trusts and 
nature centers, protect wildlife habitat, add nature 
preserves, and create opportunities to explore outdoors.

3000+ grants totaling $273 million have helped over 
600 communities and 68 counties build bike paths, 
create community parks, renovate boat launches, repair 
snowmobile trails, and expand public hunting land.

550+ grants to 
support trail building 

projects

 50+ grants to 
install kayak launches 

on WI’s waterways

 40+ grants to 
expand amenities at 
local campgrounds

130+ grants to 
improve accessibility 
at local park facilities

90% of WI voters 
support public funding for 
conservation.

$11.00 is how much
stewardship costs each WI
resident annually - less than a 
fishing license or state parks pass.

$53.5 million to 
build & improve boat 

launch facilities

$12 million to protect 
15,000+ acres of publicly 

accessible county forest

$3.6 million to
improve snowmobile &
ATV trail infrastructure

www.knowlesnelson.org
info@knowlesnelson.org



750,000
 Acres
PROTECTED: forests, farms, 
wetlands, prairies, parks, 
shorelines & more

168,000
Outdoor 
Recreation
jobs

$24 
Billion

1Forest 
Products 
Industry

Knowles-Nelson supports key 
Wisconsin industries like:

Access to open space  
improves our health  

When we exercise in  
nature we become: 

tRelaxedu
t Less Anxiousu 
tMore Creativeu

tBetter Problem Solversu

93% of        
households 

in Wisconsin are within 1 mile of a 
Knowles-Nelson investment

    Knowles-NelsonKnowles-Nelson  
Stewardship Program Stewardship Program 

Th
e

Action.knowlesnelson.org
Join the Team

$2.5 Billion ValuE  is returned to Wisconsinites every year through: 

Air & Water Air & Water 
FiltrationFiltration

carbon carbon 
sequestrationsequestration

flood flood 
protectionprotection

recreation recreation 
opportunitiesopportunities

The governor ! the Wisconsin state legislature must renew 
Knowles-Nelson in the 2025 budget or we’ll lose hundreds  

of millions of dollars to care for Wisconsin’s land ! water.

B Y  T h e  N u m b e r s

For 30+ 
years,  
the Knowles-Nelson  
Stewardship Program 
has been protecting 
our lakes 4 streams, 
securing critical 
wildlife habitat, 5 
providing world-
class recreational 
opportunities.
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