
*** All present are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with our City's Core Values ***

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-
Municipal Corporation or Sub-unit thereof.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF WAUSAU 
Monday, March 1, 2021 at 4:30pm
City Hall (407 Grant Street, Wausau WI 54403) - Council Chambers

Tom Neal, Patrick Peckham, Tom Kilian, Lou Larson, Sarah Watson

AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION (All items listed may be acted upon)

1 Call the Meeting to Order
2 Public Comment or Suggestions
3 Approve Minutes - February 1, 2021

4 Discussion and Possible Action on Earlier Closing Times for Some or All of Wausau City Parks 
5 Discussion and Possible Action Updating the Name of the Bridge Known as Snake Bridge in Chapter 

9 of the Municipal Code

6 Discussion and Possible Action to Develop a Policy for the Lighting of the Riverlife Bridge
7 Discussion Regarding the Establishment of a Naming Rights/Sponsorship Policy for the City of 

Wausau Parks and Park Facilities
8 Educational Items

A. Boy with the Leaking Boot Sculpture Update
B. Park Update (ADA Study Corrections, Routine Operations)
C. Dog Park Special Committee Update                                                                                                  

9 Future Agenda Items  - Naming Rights Policy, Sponsorship Program

10 Next Meeting Date - Monday, April 5, 2021 at 4:30pm

11 Adjournment

Pat Peckham, Chair

Notice is hereby given that the Park and Recreation Committee of the City of Wausau, Wisconsin 
will hold a regular or special meeting on the date, time and location shown below.  

Members:

Location:

Distribution List:  City Website, Media, WSD-Admin, Alderpersons, Mayor, Polley, Dept. Staff, Maryanne Groat, Brad Lenz, Eric 
Lindman, Lance Leonhard, Wisconsin Woodchucks, Wausau Events, Public Access, Wausau River District

Meeting of the:
Date/Time:

This Notice was posted at City Hall and faxed to the Daily Herald newsroom on 2/24/2021 @ 10:15 a.m. Questions regarding this 
agenda may be directed to Jodi Luebbe, Park Office (715) 261-1560.

Individuals appearing in person will either be seated in the Council Chambers or an overfill room, subject to the social distancing rules.  
Space available will be on a first come, first served basis.  All public participants’ phones will be muted during the meeting. Members of 
the public who do not wish to appear in person may view the meeting live on the City of Wausau's YouTube Channel 
http://www.tinyurl.com/WAAMedia, over the internet by https://waam.viebit.com/?folder=ALL, live by cable TV, Channel 981, and a 
video is available in its entirety and can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/WausauCityCouncil. Any person wishing to offer public 
comment who does not appear in person to do so, may e-mail Jamie.polley@co.marathon.wi.us with "Parks Committee public 
comment” in the subject line prior to the meeting start.  All public comment, either by email or in person, will be limited to items on the 
agenda at this time.  The messages related to agenda items received prior to the start of the meeting will be provided to the Chair.  

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of Wausau will not 
discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs or activities.  If you need 
assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please 
call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-6590 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs.  We ask your 
request be provided a minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting.  If a request is made less than 72 hours before the 
event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting is being held in person and via teleconference.  Members of the media and the public 
may attend in person, subject to the social distancing rules of maintaining at least 6 feet apart from other individuals, or by calling 1-
408-418-9388.  The Access Code is 187 594 9221. Password: ParkComm03012021 (7275266603012021 from phones).



CITY OF WAUSAU 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE                                         MARCH 1, 2021 
 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action on Earlier Closing Times for Some or All of Wausau City Parks 
Alder Larson has requested that the committee discuss the closing time of the City parks based on a 
request of one resident who questioned the 11:00pm closing hour of 3M Park during the winter.  Per 
Municipal Code Chapter 9.20.020 (b) park hours are 6:00am to 11:00pm. Staff has not received any 
other complaints or comments regarding the closing hours of the parks. Staff does not recommend 
changing of the park hours. 

 
5. Discussion and Possible Action Updating the Name of the Bridge Known as Snake Bridge in Chapter 

9 of the Municipal Code  
 During the review of Chapter 9 at the February Park Committee meeting it was noticed that in 9.21 

Boating Regulations Section 9.21.050 (c) – Controlled areas it states “Under County Highway N 
Bridge commonly known as Snake Bridge;” The bridge is no longer called Snake Bridge and is now 
called the McCleary Bridge. The Park Committee will discuss if the name of the bridge in the 
ordinance should be updated. 

 
6. Discussion and Possible Action to Develop a Policy for the Lighting of the Riverlife Bridge 

The lights on the bridge at Riverlife Park can change to different colors. It is believed that the 
intention of the City was for the City to determine the programming of the lights based on certain 
holidays or events. Attached is the spreadsheet of the original plan in 2018. In working with the 
bridge lighting it has been recognized to be difficult to change the lighting quickly. In order to change 
the lighting color the driver must be physically removed from the bridge area and taken to CCIT for 
programming. Once programmed it then is reinstalled. CCIT does have the ability to preprogram the 
light colors all at one time.  
 
The department also periodically receives requests from outside groups to change the lighting color 
for a particular cause and for various periods of time. For example we have a current request from 
the Women’s Community to change the lights to blue for the month of April as awareness of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. The requests are becoming more frequent and it is only a matter of time 
until we get multiple requests for different colors during the same time period. 

 
Staff is asking the Park Committee to discuss a policy for the lighting of the bridge. It is 
recommended that the City establish the events and dates in which the bridge lighting will be 
programmed to change and that additional requests will not be accommodated due to the complexity 
required to change the color and the multiple requests each year making it difficult to determine 
priority. It is recommended that the Badger Football and Green Bay Packer Games be removed from 
the list as their schedules are subject to change and their games are played most of the time during 
the day when the bridge is not lit. 

 
7. Discussion Regarding the Establishment of a Naming Rights/Sponsorship Policy for the City of 

Wausau Parks and Park Facilities 
 Naming requests of facilities and parks are becoming more common as new parks are constructed 
and amenities are added. Sponsorships are also becoming more important as we look to additional 
revenue sources. At this time the City of Wausau does not have a Naming Rights or Sponsorship 
Policy of parks and park facilities. It has come to my attention that the County has policy for naming, 
dedication, and sponsorship of Marathon County facilities, rooms and open spaces however the 
policy exempts parks and park facilities. Having a policy for parks and park facilities will establish the 
purpose, guidelines and criteria that the Committee and Commission can utilize to make an 
informed, impartial decision on the naming of City and County parks and park facilities. The 
Committee and the Commission will then recommend a naming request to the City Council/County 
Board. 

 



CITY OF WAUSAU 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE                                         MARCH 1, 2021 
 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 
Included in your packet is the County’s policy and a draft park naming policy that I developed in my 
previous position. I would like the Committee to review each of these policies and discuss what 
components and criteria should be included into a specific policy for parks and park facilities. Staff 
will then compile the information and bring back a policy for adoption at a later meeting. Staff will 
also work with the City Attorney on the development of such a policy.  

 
8.   Educational Items 
 
 8A. Boy with the Leaking Boot Sculpture Update 

 The Boy with the Leaking Boot Sculpture that is currently in the food court of the Wausau Center 
Mall is a sculpture of the City. It is one of 25 such sculptures in the world and was dedicated to 
the City in the 1920’s and placed in Hammond Park. After multiple vandalism incidents the 
sculpture was removed from the park and replaced with a sculpture called Willy’s Dilemma. 
Willy’s Dilemma has also since been removed and is in storage. The Boy with the Leaking Boot 
Sculpture was placed in the Wausau Center Mall in 1983 through a joint effort of the Wausau 
Kiwanis Club, Marathon County Historical Society, Wausau Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Wausau/Marathon County Parks Department. When the mall is taken down the sculpture will be 
returned to the City. The River District would like to help the City find a place for the sculpture 
where the sculpture can continue to be enjoyed and remain safe of vandalism. As sites are 
identified the Park Committee will be kept informed.   

 
 8B.Park Update 

ADA Study Barrier Corrections 
Staff is going through the consulting study recommendations for individual parks to make small 
corrections for ADA guidelines. Small correction levels include small plumbing fixes, fixture and 
grab bar relocations in restrooms, tree paths obstructions, adding ADA approved picnic tables, 
etc. 
 
Routine Operations/Programs: 
Outdoor Ice rink maintenance 
Snow grooming operations; Nine Mile Forest and Sylvan Hill Recreation Area. 
Snow removal operations; trails, sidewalks, roadways, parking lots. 
Urban forestry program; tree trimming, removals.  
Building and structure maintenance. 
Shelter reservations and Special Events;  
Equipment maintenance and repair 
Restroom Maintenance (few)  

 
 8C. Dog Park Special Committee Update 

The Dog Park Special Committee met in February and a quorum was not present. The members 
present discussed the Open House event scheduled for February 6th. Due to the cold 
temperatures they chose to postpone it one week to February 13th. The 13th also was cancelled 
due to frigid cold temperatures.  The Committee would still like to hold an Open Day at the Park 
as a fundraising event the first Saturday in March from 11:00am-3:00pm. There will be a 
suggested donation of $5 per adult. 

 
  

 



 
 

DRAFT 
CITY OF WAUSAU – PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Date/Time:  February 1, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.         Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall     
Members Present: Tom Kilian-(via webex), Lou Larson, Tom Neal-(via webex), Pat Peckham (c) 
Members Excused: Sarah Watson 
Others Present: Jamie Polley-Director, Greg Freix – Assistant Director of operations-(via webex), Tara Alfonso-Assistant 
City Attorney               
 
1.  In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisc. Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and sent to the Daily Herald in the 
proper manner. A quorum was present and the meeting was called to order by Chairman Peckham at 4:30 p.m.  
 
2.  Public Comment – Teagan Griffith, 1237 S 5th Ave, Wausau, WI  54401 – Griffith detailed her concerns about off-leash 
dogs, the flood light being off at the sledding hill, and the closing time of 11pm at 3M Park. Her concern specifically about 
the closing time of 11pm is the sledding hill and the groups of people making noise that late at night. She felt the dogs off- 
leash were a safety concern and wondered if signage about having dogs on leashes could be placed there. Polley noted it’s 
an ordinance that dogs have to be leashed. Peckham said they could ask the Police Department to keep an eye on the situation 
with the dogs and the Department could see if there were any good locations for signage and check on the floodlight.  
 
Larson noted that his request at the last meeting to discuss changing the park hours wasn’t on the agenda or in the minutes. 
Polley felt that under the ordinance updates there is a section with a change to the park hours so she thought that Larson’s 
item could also be discussed at that time. Discussion followed. Alfonso advised that the copy of proposed amendments that 
corresponded with the ordinance item were designated in shaded texts and strikeouts and she did not see anything that 
indicated they were going to talk about park hours. She recommended that the discussion of changing park hours go as a 
separate agenda item at the next meeting so that the public is given notice because of the possible interest.                
 
3.  Approval of Minutes – January 4, 2021 – Motion by Kilian, second by Neal to review the portion of the audio to include 
alder Larson’s suggestion under future agenda items to discuss review of City park hours and then approve the rest of the 
Park and Recreation Committee draft January 4, 2021 minutes. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 3-1, with 
Neal, Peckham, Kilian in favor and Larson against.   
 
From January 4, 2021 meeting minutes – Minutes are amended under Future Agenda Items to read ordinance revisions, 
naming rights policy, sponsorship program, dog park, review of City park hours and whether the 11:00pm closing time is 
appropriate. 
 
4. Discussion and Possible Action Considering Proposed Amendments to Chapter 9 of the Wausau Municipal Code – Polley 
explained staff has brought this back to Committee after the County Park Commission discussed their changes. It has been 
past practice that City and County ordinances mirror each other, where it makes sense to. The only item not discussed at the 
last City Park meeting that came up after the Park Commission meeting was that people can remain in the parks for special 
events/shelter rentals until midnight and currently the park hours for the City and County parks are 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
Polley suggested striking the language that allows people until midnight and that everyone has to be out of the park by 11:00 
p.m. If someone has a special request to stay longer it would have to be approved by the Department through the permit that 
all facility users apply for.    
 
Under section 9.20.020(a) adding the words no fires shall be permitted under or within a park shelter, under (g) relating to 
not having glass beverage containers adding the words in a city park because it’s a city ordinance and removing the words 
or on the amphitheater at Marathon Park because that County Park is not governed by the City ordinances it is governed 
by the County park ordinances. Kilian asked that some associated awareness for the public about not having glass beverage 
containers in parks be made so that people don’t inadvertently break it. Under 9.20.020(r) relating to cross-country ski trails 
and adding the words that no person shall hike, walk, or run on them when they are open for skiing unless in the case of an 
emergency or injury. Polley said this is not saying a person can’t go on a ski trail, it’s just that they cannot go on them when 
they are groomed. There are plenty of other trails people can walk and run on so the Department asks that people just use 
those.  
 
At the last meeting Polley raised the question of whether or not to allow drones. This discussion was taken to the County 
Park Commission. The direction from the County’s Corporation Counsel on the County side was that if drones were going 
to be restricted in any way, because they are regulated by the FAA, staff would need to specifically identify when they 



 
 

would be allowed and for what instances so that staff wouldn’t be in the predicament of deciding who gets to use them and 
who doesn’t. The Parks Commission took it out of the parks ordinance on the County side and is not even addressing drones. 
Staff has guidelines for drones they can follow. She noted that it is the same with metal detecting guidelines, there are no 
ordinances against them. There are FAA regulations that cover drones and if there is an issue with a drone the police or 
Sherriff Department would get the FAA involved. It is up to Committee if they want to keep something in the ordinance to 
restrict drones or if they want to take it off and leave it up to the FAA to regulate as they do already. Peckham thought they 
should mirror the County Park Commission action. 
 
Peckham brought up some other items he thought could be clarified in the ordinance but Alfonso felt that the way the agenda 
item was structured they are only discussing highlighted and struck wording from the attached ordinance and changing other 
items should be brought at the next meeting. Motion by Neal, second by Kilian to approve the changes Polley presented 
including striking the prohibition on drones. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 5-0. 
 
5.  Discussion and Possible Action Updating the 2021 Facility and Program Fees – Polley explained that through CARES 
funding the Department was able to purchase new recreation software that can be utilized to better serve the community and 
offer a lot more opportunity for them to purchase our services online and not have to come to the office in person. It will be 
much more user friendly and more efficient for the department. Currently all of the fees are being entered and staff was 
looking at some of the ways the fees are set up and are suggesting some changes. Polley discussed some of the changes 
which include taking out the $10 additional boat launch pass fee and charging $30 for each boat, simplifying cross-country 
running race fees, increasing the key deposit to fifty dollars, removing the additional key replacement fee, removing police 
and fire department fees, charging a fee for before 8am or after 11pm shelter rental use, having one shelter meeting rate no 
matter what the size of the meeting is at Riverside Park, clarifying hours and rates at the sports fields, removing duplication 
of daily pool fees,  removing all other recreation fees related to programs from the fee directive because they fall under the 
department’s policy document. Motion by Larson, second by Kilian to approve the fees as presented. Motion carried by 
voice vote, vote reflected as 5-0.  
 
6. Discussion on the Idea of a Second City Dog Park – Peckham wondered if Committee should have a goal of identifying 
a spot for another dog park in the future. Larson felt the current one being built is pretty small and asked that they build a 
good sized park if they pursue a second dog park. He felt that people take their dogs to a dog park for two reasons; not only 
to exercise their dogs but also to exercise themselves. Neal felt it was of nominal size for an urban dog park and was intended 
as the first one not the only one. He mentioned the first dog park was done through a grass roots effort and the fundraising 
was a big undertaking. To get the momentum for another one will require discussion with the Dog Park Committee and 
would probably be a couple of years down the road. Kilian was interested only if it would come from private fundraising 
because he felt there were some other higher priorities that should come from taxpayer dollars. He thought there could be 
future opportunities from outside funding and also suggested they consider looking at environmental and brownfield areas 
where remediation funds could possibly be used. Peckham thought there was enough interest to ask staff to come back at a 
future meeting with some possible locations and then Committee can decide whether they want to pursue it.     
 
 7. Educational Items 
A. Ash Tree Removal Plan in Parks –Wausau has a comprehensive plan for ash trees in the boulevard, however most park 
ash are not selected for a treatment regimen. Due to the low volume of snow this winter, crews have had easy access into 
parks and removal of ash trees is underway. Staff started with Memorial Park due to the high number of ash in high-use 
areas.  Those removals are concluded, and some replacement will occur later in the year. Crews have moved on to Oak 
Island Park, removing the large ash in high-use areas. Many of the small to medium size trees will remain for the time being.  
The next parks we plan to remove ash include Forest Park and Gilbert Park.  Many of the ash at Forest Park are in natural 
areas, however pose a safety hazard due to their size and proximity to the use areas.  The ash at Gilbert Park, in the event 
of failure, would reach 6th Street and the high-use walkway. Other parks are being assessed and will be addressed in a 
priority manner. Peckham noted the City Forester contacted him as first district representative about the removal plans at 
Memorial Park and gave him a write up for the neighborhood association newsletter and it was well received. Polley 
mentioned that a sign will be put in parks where staff is marking trees and doing removal to help make the community aware 
of what is being done. It will have a QR Code that the public can scan to find out more information. She explained that there 
is a company willing to take the ash tree wood because it has to be processed in a certain way so that the beetle doesn’t 
spread further. The Department will be asking the Finance Committee that the funds received for the ash tree wood go into 
a fund specifically for ash tree replacement.  
 



 
 

B. Riverside Park Soil Testing Update – A memo of the testing results update had previously been provided in the agenda 
packet. Polley did not have anything further. Kilian thought the memo was informative and interesting. It said that the City’s 
consultant would provide their professional opinion related to the source of containment which does appear to be from an 
off-site source and it says that they will provide their professional opinion and the site investigation report in the future. He 
questioned if they know the timeframe of that or might they not know until the City has more information from the DNR. 
Polley will double-check with Lindman but believes REI can do their site investigation report now without the DNR’s 
further review.     
 
C.  Park Update (Barker Stewart Island, Ice Rinks, Sylvan Hill Tubing, Riverlife Light Issues) – Ice Rinks – Ice rinks are 
open and in marginal condition. With the lack of snow it has been very difficult to make nice ice. The more snow and colder 
it is, the better the ice rinks will get. The warming houses are not open, benches are placed. Barker-Stewart Island – Staff 
has completed the first vegetation removal cut of the northern half of the island. There is a small section to the far north that 
is still too wet to get into. We will assess the area and determine what the second step will be to battle the invasive species.   
Riverlife Park Lighting Issues – There are a number of lights out throughout Riverlife Park. Staff is working on fixing the 
issues that they are finding. Staff is also working with the contractors to determine if there is any warranty coverage for 
some of the lights. One of the drivers is out on the bridge causing a full section to not be illuminated. Sylvan Hill Tubing – 
Sylvan Hill is now fully open to the public after 52 days of snowmaking. Staff was working 3 shifts when temperatures 
allowed to make the snow. Mother Nature did not help us much with the tubing hills this year. Operational changes have 
been made to ensure there is social distancing.   
 
D. Dog Park Special Committee Update – The Dog Park Special Committee met in January and reviewed the progress of 
the park. The Committee also discussed fundraising activities. If there is enough snow within the park the Committee would 
like to hold an Open Day at the Park fundraising event the first Saturdays in February and March from 11:00am-3:00pm. 
There will be a suggested donation of $5 per adult. Discussion will occur at tonight’s dog park meeting about the first event. 
Because of forecasted temperature there are concerns it may not be held.    
   
8.  Future Agenda Items – Naming Rights Policy, Sponsorship Program, review of City park hours and whether the 
11:00pm closing time is appropriate, (sledding hours in case sledding hours and park hours don’t keep close company in 
certain circumstances or consider making those seasonal and shut down earlier in the winter time), additional wording in 
the ordinance where it says “commonly known as Snake Bridge” to add “or McCleary Bridge.”  
 
9.   Next Meeting Date – Monday, March 1, 2021 at 4:30pm 
 
10. Adjourn – Motion by Larson, second by Kilian to adjourn at 5:50 p.m. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 
5-0.  



9.20.020 ‐ Regulation of persons.  

Persons using the public parks shall comply with the following:  

(a)  No fires shall be permitted in any park other than The 400 Block, except for cooking purposes at 
designated places. No grilling shall be permitted on The 400 Block, with the exception of those 
special events for which waivers are granted upon the recommendation of Public Health and 
Safety Committee and approval of the Common Council. Open fires utilizing liquid or gas fuels 
may be permitted on The 400 Block with the written consent of the City of Wausau;  

(b)  No person shall enter or be in any park between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Persons in attendance 
of an activity involving rental of a shelter or participation in a sanctioned special event shall be 
allowed to remain within the park until midnight or as allowed by the event agreement. Persons 
traveling on the River Edge Trail or on walkways traversing The 400 Block and persons 
transporting watercraft to and from designated boat landings are permitted at any hour;  

(c)  No person shall distribute or post bills or advertisements in any park without written consent of 
the City of Wausau;  

(d)  [This subsection is intentionally left blank]  

(e)  No person shall sell or offer for sale any goods, wares or merchandise in any park, except as 
authorized by the City of Wausau and when holding proper licenses;  

(f)  No person shall play or practice golf in any park;  

(g)  No person shall carry into, possess, or throw any cup, glass, flask, bottle or other container made 
of glass or other shatterable material designed or used for holding a beverage in or on the 
amphitheater at Marathon Park, the stadium and bleachers at Thom Field and the grandstand 
and bleachers in Athletic Park;  

(h)  No owner or person having immediate custody, care or control of any animal, shall permit said 
animal to enter and/or remain in any designated public park building, bathing beach, the Marathon 
County Sports Complex, the Marathon Park Amphitheater, or playground safety surface area 
within any City park, except for a dog specially trained to lead blind or deaf persons or to provide 
support for mobility-impaired persons. This restriction is in addition to the provisions contained in 
chapter 8.08 of the Wausau Municipal Code;  

(i)  No person shall use any facility, shelter, land or other area, for which a fee or charge has been 
established by the City of Wausau, without payment of such fee or charge prior to the use.  

(j)  No person shall enter in any way any building, facility or area that may be under construction or 
locked or closed to public use, enter or be upon any building, facility or area after the posted 
closing time or before the posted opening time or contrary to posted notice in any park;  

(k)  No person shall use docks or piers adjacent to any boat landing in any manner as to obstruct or 
hinder the launching, landing, loading or unloading of watercraft;  

(l)  No person shall play or practice hockey, broomball or any other games or sports that may interfere 
with casual ice skaters, when casual skaters are present on outdoor ice skating rinks established 
by the Park and Recreation Committee, except hockey and broomball may be played on 
designated hockey rinks;  

(m)  No person shall knowingly obstruct any law enforcement officer while the law enforcement officer 
is doing any act in an official capacity and with lawful authority. Obstruct includes without limitation 
knowingly giving false information with intent to mislead the law enforcement officer in the 
performance of duty including the issuance of any citation;  

(n)  No person shall take, catch, kill, hunt, trap, pursue, feed or otherwise disturb any wild animals or 
birds in any park, except that nuisance animals may be trapped upon written consent of the Park 
and Recreation Committee or its authorized agent and in accordance with applicable state 



statutes and applicable provisions of the Wisconsin Administrative Code setting forth regulations 
of the Department of Natural Resources;  

(o)  Rules and regulations may be made governing the use and enjoyment of all lands, structures 
and property owned, leased or administered by the City and under the management, supervision 
and control of the Park and Recreation Committee. No person shall disregard posted rules and 
regulations or engage in any activity contrary to posted notice. Any person who shall violate such 
rules and regulations or who refuses to subject himself thereto may be excluded from the use of 
such facility. The decision of the Director of the Parks Department to exclude individuals from the 
use of park facilities shall be final and the City elects not to be bound by the provisions of Wis. 
Stats. ch. 68, with respect to administrative procedure in this regard;  

(p)  No person shall allow a dog or other animal to intimidate any other person from the use or 
enjoyment of any park. Evidence that a dog or other animal intimidates persons includes, but is 
not limited to, such animal not being amenable to control or threatening to attack persons or other 
animals. Any law enforcement officer or park ranger may order the animal be removed from the 
park;  

(q)  No person shall disturb, molest, deface, remove or destroy any trees, shrubs, plants or other 
natural growth; disturb or remove shoreline rip-rap; carve on any rocks, archaeological or 
geological features, signs, walls or structures; drive nails in trees or move, deface or vandalize in 
any manner any structures including buildings, signs, fences, tables or other park property. Edible 
fruits, nuts, wild mushrooms and wild asparagus may be picked or gathered without a permit.  

(r)  No personal shall allow a dog or any other animal on cross-country ski trails, during that period 
of the year when such trails are open for cross-country skiing in any City park.  

(s)  No person shall possess or consume intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverages in or upon 
The 400 Block except between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.; during a Class I, II, or III 
Special Event upon request of the event organizer and as approved under the City's Special 
Events Policy and Procedures for a period beginning two hours before the time for the Class I, II, 
or III Special and ending one hour after the event if the event closes prior to 4:00 p.m., or such 
hours beginning before and ending after the event as may otherwise be approved by the Public 
Health and Safety Committee; or, as otherwise approved by the Public Health and Safety 
Committee and Common Council as provided in section 9.04.025(d).  

(Ord. 61-5803 (1, 2019, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-5749 (2, 2017; Ord. 61-5745 (1, 2017, File 
No. 80-0828; Ord. 61-5714 (2, 2016; Ord. 61-5710 (1, 2016, File No. 80-0828; Ord. 61-5663 (1, 
2015, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-5640 (1, 2014; Ord. 61-5586 (1, 2013, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 
61-5567 (1, 2013, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-5483 (2, 2011, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-339 (3, 
2007, File No. 07-0718; Ord. 61-5267 (1, 2005, File No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-5178 (2, 2002, File 
No. 02-0511; Ord. 61-5036 (2, 2000; Ord. 61-4986 (2, 1997; Ord. 61-4959 (1, 1996; Ord. 61-
4934 (1, 1996; Ord. 61-4909 (1, 1995; Ord. 61-4779 (1, 1992; Ord. 61-4476 (1, 1981; Ord. 61-
4343 (1, 1977; prior code (11.05(2).) 

9.21.050 ‐ Controlled areas.  

The following areas are (slow-no-wake( areas:  

(a)  On the Big Rib River beginning at the upstream (west) edge of the U.S. Highway 51 southbound 
bridge and proceeding downstream (east) to a line 600 feet downstream (east) of the U.S. 
Highway 51 northbound bridge;  

(b)  On the Big Rib River beginning at a point 2,400 feet upstream of the confluence of the Little Rib 
River (also described as the common corner of Sections 32 and 33, T29N, R7E and Section 4 
and 5, T28N, R7E) and proceeding upstream (westerly) 3,100 feet;  



(c)  Under County Highway N Bridge commonly known as Snake Bridge;  

(d)  The Bluegill Bay County Park lagoon;  

(e)  Within 100 feet of the boat launches at D.C. Everest County Park in the City, except there is 
designated a water ski (pickup and drop area( in the Wisconsin River on the easterly side of D.C. 
Everest County Park for the Wausauqua Water Ski Shows, Inc., during times of practice and 
performance and for the general public at all other times;  

(f)  Within 100 feet of the boat launch at Oak Island Park in the City;  

(g)  Within 150 feet of the boat launch and/or dock at Memorial Park in the City;  

(h)  Within 200 feet of the boat launch on Kort Street in the village of Rothschild commonly known as 
St. Therese's;  

(i)  Within 150 feet of the shoreline beginning at the boat launch pier and proceeding southeast 
approximately 250 feet to the lagoon inlet at Bluegill Bay County Park in the town of Rib Mountain;  

(j)  From the dam on the Eau Claire River proceeding west to a line 75 feet west of the Grand Avenue 
Bridge.  

(Ord. 61-4816 (1(part), 1993; Ord. 61-4643 (1(part), 1988.)  



 

 

PARK NAMING POLICY- 
 

1. A. The Purpose of the naming policy is to develop place names that are:  
 Unique. Unique names are identifiable to a specific place and do not duplicate or are not 

confused with existing names in the City of Wausau or neighboring areas.  
 Meaningful. Names may reference natural features or landmarks, local historic events or 

persons with historic significance, locally or nationally. 
 Inclusive. Names shall be selected in a public adoption process. They shall be respectful of 

all people and cultures and reflect positive values acceptable to the community as a whole. 
B. Donor Naming may be considered on a case by case basis. Donor naming agreements 
may include provisions for ongoing and special maintenance costs, such as the renovation of 
a facility. Donor naming may also have specific terms for discontinuation or termination and 
shall be adopted by City Council/County Board resolution.  
C. Fundraising campaigns for dedicating memorial amenities, such as benches, pavers or 
trees, shall be approved as a campaign by the Park and Recreation Committee/Park 
Commission and City Council/County Board under the existing Donation Policy concurrent 
with park improvements or new park developments. Wording on memorial features shall 
follow the naming guidelines in this policy. 

 

2. Application Process: 
A. The process may be initiated in the following ways: 

i. By public announcement by the Park and Recreation Committee in local papers or the 
city’s website or in conjunction with neighborhood design process.  
ii. By application by a landowner, donor, group, or resident. 

 

B. A Naming Request Form shall be completed which will include:  
i. Location of Park or feature to by development / addition, and street frontage(s).  
ii. Person/organization requesting the name and their contact information.  
iii. Proposed name and up to two alternates, if desired. 
iv. Explanation of name meaning(s), including translation, or biographical information if 
the name is honoring a person or people. 
v. Description of process involved in choosing the proposed name and what type of 
public involvement was used. 

 

3. Review Procedure.  
A. Applications shall be submitted to the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department, and 
reviewed by staff for completeness and accuracy. A naming request made as a part of the 
development process, may be submitted by the developer with a plat application. If not, the 
Parks and Recreation Committee/Park Commission will begin the process by a public 
announcement as in 2.) A. i, above. 

  
 

B. The Parks and Recreation Committee/Park Commission shall determine whether the park 
name request meets the intent and guidelines of the policy, the Parks and Recreation 
Committee/Park Commission, will then offer a recommendation to City Council/County 
Board/County Board. City Council/County Board has the final authority on park names.  

 
If it is decided that the park name does not appear to meet the intent and guidelines of the 
policy, the applicant and City Council/County Board will receive a memo that a name 
application in honor of a person was not recommended and for what reason. Appeals of the 



 

 

decision can be brought to the Parks and Recreation Committee/Park Commission. If the 
Committee/Commission chooses to discuss the application, it may do so. 
 
C. Name Requests which are complete are presented by staff to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee/Park Commission in a regular scheduled meeting.  
 
D. The Parks and Recreation Committee/Park Commission shall discuss the Naming Request 
and recommend or not recommend it to the City Council/County Board. They may also table 
the request for due consideration before voting on it.  
 
E. The City Council/County Board will hear and vote on the Parks and Recreation 
Committee/Park Commission recommendation. The City Council/County Board shall have 
final authority on all Park Naming Requests. 
All park names shall be adopted by Resolution by the City Council/County Board. A Park 
Naming Resolution shall only take effect after the land has officially been transferred to the 
city’s ownership and the city retains legal title to the land. 
 

4. Guidelines: 
A. General Name guidelines: 

 Should not duplicate or be easily confused with existing public or private places in or 
near Wausau.  

 Should avoid adjectives such as east, west, big, long, etc., and numbers when possible 
unless an adjacent feature name uses the same descriptor. 

 Should use the fewest words possible.  
 Shall include an appropriate designator of the type of park, i.e. Community Park, 

Neighborhood Park or Tot Lot. 
  

B. Names of historic places, events and cultural ideas shall be appropriate to the site and 
proposed use. 
 
C. Names for site features, wildlife or other natural ideas, when site specific 
 
D. Guidelines for naming in honor of persons are as follows. A person honored with a park or 
facility name must meet all of the following: 

 Have resided or worked in Wausau or the area which has become Wausau, and,  
 Be separated from city service for at least one year prior to application or be 

deceased for at least one year prior to application. and,  
 Had an exceptionally long tenure with the City/County; a minimum of ten (10) 

years. 
 Be highly esteemed in the community (without criminal or legal judgments 

which show poor character- a background check may be performed with consent, 
character references will be contacted). 

 
In addition, the honoree(s) are recommended to meet at least one of the following conditions: 

a. At least 10 years of civic service (must have made a significant and exceptional 
contribution to the parks or community as a whole for recreation purposes). 

b. A local historical individual or family who were influential in the development of the 
city or of other widely acknowledged historic importance. 

c. A major financial contribution (donation of at least 51% of the value of park land 
dedication). 



 

 

Note: Meeting the guidelines does not guarantee that a name will be approved. 



 

 

City of Wausau 
Park Naming Application 

 
Part I. All naming requests shall follow the guidelines below: 

A. General Name guidelines: 
 Should not duplicate or be easily confused with existing public or private places in or near 

Wausau.  
 Should avoid adjectives such as east, west, big, long, etc., and numbers when possible unless an 

adjacent feature name uses the same descriptor. 
 Should use the fewest words possible.  
 Shall include an appropriate designator of the type of park, i.e. Community Park, Neighborhood 

Park or Tot Lot. 
B. Names of historic places, events and cultural ideas and names using Dakota language or concepts 
shall be appropriate to the site and proposed use, and should follow standard current spelling of the Dakota 
language. 
C. Names for site features, wildlife or other natural ideas, when site specific 
D. Guidelines for naming in honor of persons are as follows. A person honored with a park or facility name 
must meet all of the following: 

 Have resided or worked in Wausau or the area which has become Wausau, and,  
 Be separated from city service for at least one year prior to application or be deceased for 

at least one year prior to application. (If the person is not deceased at the time of the 
naming, the name shall be conditional until the person has been deceased for at least one 
year, the City Council/County Board will formally adopt or not adopt the name after this 
time), and,  

 Be highly esteemed in the community (without criminal or legal judgments which show 
poor character- a background check may be performed with consent, character references 
will be contacted). 

 
In addition, the honoree(s) are recommended to meet at least one of the following conditions: 

d. At least 10 years of civic service (must have made a significant and exceptional contribution 
to the parks or community as a whole for recreation purposes). 

e. A local historical individual or family who were influential in the development of the city or 
of other widely acknowledged historic importance. 

f. A major financial contribution (donation of at least 50% of the value of park land dedication). 
Note: Meeting the guidelines does not guarantee that a name will be approved. 

 
Part II. Please fill in all of the questions below 
Return completed applications to Wausau/Marathon County Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department or mail 
to: Wausau/Marathon County Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department, Attn: Director, 212 River Dr Suite 2., 
Wausau, WI 54403. 
 

1. Name and Location of Park or feature/amenity to be named or Development / Addition 
name, and adjacent street frontage(s).  

 
    _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   _________________________________________________________________________ 
  
2. Person/organization requesting the name ______________________________________  
 
Phone (daytime)________________________________Fax_________________________ 
 



 

 

 
e-mail address (please print clearly): 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to the park name honoree, if the name is in honor of a person or persons 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Proposed name (and up to two alternates, if desired). 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Explanation of name meaning(s), including translation, or biographical information and character 
references if the name is honoring a person or people, if applicable (attach additional sheets). 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Please describe the process involved in choosing the proposed name and what type of public 
involvement was used. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Note: 1. Applications determined to be incomplete by staff will not be considered for formal review.     

2. Meeting the naming guidelines does not guarantee that a proposed park name will be  
approved. 

















Event Theme Color(s)

Mardi Gras Green, Gold, Purple Feb. 13, 2018 12:00 am Feb. 13, 2018 11:59 pm

Valentine's Day Pink Feb. 14, 2018 12:00 am Feb. 14, 2018 11:59 pm

Presidents Day Red, White, Blue Feb. 19, 2018 12:00 am Feb. 19, 2018 11:59 pm

St. Patrick's Day Green March 17, 2018 12:00 am March 17, 2018 11:59 pm

Easter (day or season)

Pink, Yellow, Light Green, 

White, Light Blue April 1, 2018 12:00 am

Arbor Day Green, Brown April 27, 2018 12:00 am April 27, 2018 11:59 pm

May Day All Colors May 1, 2018 12:00 am May 1, 2018 11:59 pm

Derby Day Red May 5, 2018 12:00 am May 5, 2018 11:59 pm

Mother's Day Pink, Green, Yellow May 13, 2018 12:00 am May 13, 2018 11:59 pm

Memorial Day Red, White, Blue May 28, 2018 12:00 am May 28, 2018 11:59 pm

GLBT Pride Month Rainbow June 12:00 am

Flag Day Red, White, Blue June 14, 2018 12:00 am June 14, 2018 11:59 pm

Fathers Day ? June 17, 2018 12:00 am June 17, 2018 11:59 pm

Junteenth (Emancipation) Red, Yellow, Green June 19, 2018 12:00 am June 19, 2018 11:59 pm

4th of July Red, White, Blue July 4, 2018 12:00 am July 4, 2018 11:59 pm

Native Americ. Month White, Yellow, Red, Green August

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Aug. 9, 2018 12:00 am Aug. 9, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Aug. 16, 2018 12:00 am Aug. 16, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Aug. 24, 2018 12:00 am Aug. 24, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Aug. 30, 2018 12:00 am Aug. 30, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Aug. 31, 2018 12:00 am Aug. 31, 2018 11:59 pm

Hispanic Heritage Month Red, White, Green September

Labor Day Red, White, Blue Sept. 3, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 3, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Sept. 8, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 8, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Sept. 9, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 9, 2018 11:59 pm

Sept. 11 Memorial Red, White, Blue Sept. 11, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 11, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Away Red, White Sept. 15, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 15, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Sept. 16, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 16, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Sept. 23, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 23, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Sept. 30, 2018 12:00 am Sept. 30, 2018 11:59 pm

Breast Cancer Awareness Month Pink October 

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Oct. 6, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 6, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Oct. 7, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 7, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Away Red, White Oct. 13, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 13, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Oct. 15, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 15, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Oct. 20, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 20, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Away Red, White Oct. 27, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 27, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Oct. 28, 2018 12:00 am Oct. 28, 2018 11:59 pm

Halloween (day or season) Orange, green, purple Oct. 31, 2018 12:00 am

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Nov. 3, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 3, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Nov. 4, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 4, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Away Red, White Nov. 10, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 10, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Nov. 11, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 11, 2018 11:59 pm

Veterans Day Red, White, Blue Nov. 11, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 11, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Nov. 15, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 15, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game ‐ Away Red, White Nov. 17, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 17, 2018 11:59 pm

Riverlife Bridge Light Themes

Start  Date/Time End Date/Time



Thanksgiving (day or season) Orange, Yellow, Brown Nov. 22, 2018 12:00 am

Badger Football Game ‐ Home Red, White Nov. 24, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 24, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Nov. 25, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 25, 2018 11:59 pm

Badger Football Game??

Vs. Big Ten Football Championship 

Game in Indianapolis Red, White Nov. 24, 2018 12:00 am Nov. 24, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Dec. 2, 2018 12:00 am Dec. 2, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Dec. 9, 2018 12:00 am Dec. 9, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Dec. 16, 2018 12:00 am Dec. 16, 2018 11:59 pm

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Away Green, Gold Dec. 23, 2018 12:00 am Dec. 23, 2018 11:59 pm

Christmas (day or Season) Red, Green Dec. 25, 2018 12:00 am

Green Bay Packer Game ‐ Home Green, Gold Dec. 30, 2018 12:00 am Dec. 30, 2018 11:59 pm
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