
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MEETING: Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
DATE/TIME: Monday, December 22, 2025 at 5:00 PM 
LOCATION: Wausau City Hall — Maple Room 

407 Grant Street, Wausau WI, 54403 

MEMBERS: 
Jonathan Smith (C) Chris Filtz 
Tom Neal Ben Gerhards 
Terry Kilian  Veronica Hope 
Susan Schmidt Brad Lenz  

(Ex Officio) 
  
1 Call to order. 
2 Public comment. 
3 Consideration of the minutes of the preceding meeting(s). 
   a.  Review and approve November 24, 2025, meeting minutes.  
4 Discussion and possible action. 
   a.  2026 Work Plan discussion and possible action.  

   b.  Discussion and possible action on WisDOT Business 51, Lakeview Drive to Kent 
Street/Eau Claire River Bridge to Lakeview Drive project. 

 

5 Discussion. 
   a.  Marathon County MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Sub-Committee Update  
   b.  Wisconsin Open Meetings Law Overview  

   

c.  2026 submission deadlines "Wausau Works for You" City Newsletter 

• 3/6/26 - spring newsletter 
• 6/5/26 - summer newsletter 
• 9/11/26 - fall newsletter 

 

6 Update on City projects. 
   a.  RRFB installation 6th Avenue/Bridge Street and 1st Avenue/Callon Street  
   b.  River Edge Parkway - Winton Street to Gilbert Park extension  
7 Items for future agendas. 
8 Next meeting date. 
   a.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 26, 5:00 p.m.  
9 Adjournment. 
  

 
Jonathan Smith, Chair 
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NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL (407 GRANT STREET) AND 
TRANSMITTED TO THE OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED NEWSPAPER 
 
DATE: December 16, 2025 
TIME: 10:00am 
POSTED BY: Michelle Van Krey 
  
In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of 
Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its 
services, programs or activities. If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this 
meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261- 
6622 or ADAServices@ci.wausau.wi.us to discuss your accessibility needs. We ask your request be provided a 
minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting. If a request is made less than 72 hours before 
the event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request. 
 
  

 

City of Wausau 
(715) 261-6500 | clerk@wausauwi.gov 

wausauwi.gov 
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MINUTES 

November 24, 2025 

Members Present: Jonathan Smith (Chair), Alder Tom Neal, Alder Terry Kilian, Chris Filtz, and Ben 
Gerhards 

Others Present: Kris Tiles (UW Extension), Makayla Galecki (Wausau MPO), TJ Niksich, and Carrie 
Edmondson 

Location: Wausau City Hall, 407 Grant Street, Maple Room 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statues, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 

2. Public Comment 
No public comments were received. 
 

3. Approve the October 27, 2025, meeting minutes 
Motion/second by Filtz/Kilian to approve. Passed unanimously. 5-0 
 

4. Work Plan Discussion 
Kris Tiles facilitated a work plan with the group discussing roles, procedure, and potential projects. 
 

5. 2026 submission deadlines “Wausau Works for You” City Newsletter 
• 3/6/26 – spring newsletter 
• 6/5/26 – summer newsletter 
• 9/11/26 – fall newsletter 

 
6. Update on City projects: 

• WIS 52, North 6th Street to North 18th Street Improvement Project 
• RRFB installation 6th Avenue and Bridge Street and 1st Avenue and Callon Street 
• River Edge Parkway – Winton Street to Gilbert Park Extension 

o BA Esther Greenheck Foundation grant 
 

7. Items for Future Agendas 
None 
 

8. Next Meeting Date: December 22, 2025 
A quorum will be confirmed by email prior to the December meeting. 

City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
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9. Adjourn 
Motion/second by Neal/Filtz to adjourn.  Passed unanimously 5-0.  Meeting ended at 6:05 p.m.   
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) Work Plan Summary 
November 2025 

 
Procedure 
When BPAC votes to approve an item, it would be helpful to: 

• Clarify where the item is going (is it going to a committee or a city department?) 
• What exactly will be moving forward to that committee or department? 
• If going forward to a committee, is there someone from BPAC that would like to 

attend the meeting and present the item to the committee? 
 
Roles 
 
BPAC 
 
Overarching MPO Bike/Ped Plan/River Edge Parkway 

• Use roles in Common Council and committees to voice support or concerns  
• Approve/amend/evaluate bike routes  
• Approve/amend/evaluate new bike/ped projects  
• Provide input on safe crossings 

SRTS 
• Ensure equity 
• SRTS – encouraging biking/walking to school 
• SRTS – evaluating next steps 
• Continue to follow-up with Wausau School District (WSD) on adoption (Carrie) 

City Projects 
• Infrastructural recommendations 
• Create connectivity – prioritize gaps 
• Consider available funding 
• Identification of mellow street network in the City 
• Community voice to narrow scope 
• E-bike conversation 

Citizen Concerns 
• Advocacy of solutions for “on the ground” issues 
• Use social media to inform the public 
• Equity/infrastructure audit of neighborhoods 
• Rapid response of incremental infrastructure 
• Encouragement – Bike to Work with the Mayor 
• Use special skills to make progress (graphics, communication) 

 
Community Development/Engineering Staff 

• Continue to collaborate with the Wausau MPO to produce recommendations that 
support area connectivity 
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• Develop the construction of new trails, paths 
• Work with WSD to adopt SRTS Plan 
• Determine project feasibility 
• Determine whether plans align with overarching City vision 
• Install signage for trails, speed limits 

 
BPAC Liaisons 

• Traffic reports/accident reports 
• Crossing guard placement (SRTS) 
• Provide a connection to Common Council/Committees 
• Implement BPAC recommendations 
• Bike/ped counts 
• Enforcement 

 
Other Community Groups 

• Participate in the development of plans and advance implementation 
• Ensure equity in the community and that all groups are included 
• Education – safety topics 
• Voice lived experiences 
• Address safety concerns 
• Publicize biking rules 
• Education/community bike rides (Aspirus bike rodeo) 
• Educate about bike/ped safety 

 
Take-Away Items 

• Infrastructure projects come to BPAC for input/recommendation – these items 
move to I & F Committee with a possible BPAC member to provide an overview of 
the recommendation. 

• Non-infrastructure items may go to a City department or to another committee such 
as Public Health and Safety Committee or Parks and Recreation Committee, with a 
possible BPAC member to provide an overview of the recommendation. 

• How do we work to ensure equity? 
• How do we want to move the SRTS plan forward? 
• Do we want to formally prioritize gaps? 
• Mellow Street Network (Jonathan) 
• Continue to provide content to City newsletter, City Facebook, others? 
• Equity/infrastructure walk audits – is this something we would like to pursue? Do we 

want to identify opportunities? 
• Continue Bike to Work with the Mayor 
• What group do we think we be best to assist with safety and education? PD – bike 

rodeo? 
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City of Wausau Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee
2026 Work Plan

What
Anticipated Outcome, Product, 

or Result
Idea Source Specific Actions Target Dates Identified Partners Point Person Policy Directives

1. Infrastructural recommendations and input Street 
reconstruction projects

Input/discussion to assist City 
staff

Wausau MPO Bike/Ped 
Plan, Wausau Streets 

Plan, WisDOT

Provide input to Police 
Department, 
Engineering 

Department, and 
Community 

Development 
Department

Ongoing

Engineering Department, 
Community Development 

Department, WisDOT, 
Wausau MPO, Wausau 

School District

Engineering, Planning

2. Non-infrastructural recommendations and input Bike 
racks, bike share, bike/ped amenities, painted crosswalks, 
public engagement meetings, ribbon cutting events, bike 
counter placement, mellow streets

Input/discussion to assist City 
staff

Varied

Provide input to Police 
Department, 
Engineering 

Department, and 
Community 

Development 
Department

Ongoing

Community Development 
Department, Police 

Department, Wausau 
School District, Wausau 

MPO

Engineering, Planning

3. Crosswalk improvements RRFB recommendations, 
increasing crosswalk monitoring

Recommendation to Infrastructure 
and Facilities Committee and/or 

staff
Staff, Alders, residents

Provide 
recommendation to I & F 

Committee or staff
Ongoing

Engineering Department, 
Community Development 

Department, Police 
Department 

Engineering, Planning

4. Community safety and education. City newsletter, City 
Facebook, working with other partners

Community information

Safety best practices 
from WisDOT, Wausau 
Safe Routes to School 

Plan

Providing input to City 
outlets, and suggestions 

to safety partners

Newsletter - quarterly, 
events such as bike rodeo

Police Department, 
Wausau School District, 

Wausau MPO
Planning

Would BPAC like staff to pursue 
walk audit opportunities?

5. Community encouragement. Bike to Work with the Mayor, 
bike to work week, social ride opportunities

Community bike ride City, BPAC members Marketing, participation
Annually in May and 

social rides throughout 
the year

Community Development 
Department, Food 

sponsors
Planning

6. Trail projects recommendations and input Gaps, 
connectivity, prioritization, and maintenance

Continued trail development

River Edge Parkway 
Plan and Wausau 
Business Campus 

Master Plan

Provide input on grant 
applications, trail 
development, trail 

maintenance, signage, 
and policies.

Ongoing

Engineering Department, 
Community Development 
Department, Wausau and 
Marathon County Parks, 
Recreation, and Forestry

Engineering, Planning

7. Bicycle Friendly Community application The Wausau 
MPO is coordinating a Bicycle Friendly Community 
application with the League of American Bicyclists. With the 
last application, we were awarded bronze status which 
expired in 2021.

Submitted June 2026
Wausau MPO Bike/Ped 

Subcommittee
Assist Wausau MPO 
with application data

Now through 6/26
Wausau MPO and 

surrounding municipalities
Planning
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Public Involvement Meeting 

 
 

C Schofield, Grand Avenue 
Eau Claire River Bridge to 

Lakeview Drive 
Business 51 

Marathon County 
 

Project ID: 6999-18-13 (83) 

 
C Wausau, Grand Avenue 

Lakeview Drive to Kent Street 
Business 51 

Marathon County 

 
Project ID: 6999-02-10 (80) 

 

 

 

 

December 10, 2025 
5:30 PM – 7 PM 

Schofield City Hall 
351 Alderson Street, Schofield WI 54476 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-blind, and speech-disabled persons should contact the 

Wisconsin Relay Service for assistance by dialing 711. 
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Welcome 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to present information on the proposed improvements, review the 
design concepts and obtain input that will assist the department in further development and 
refinement of a final design.  

After a brief presentation, the meeting will follow an open house format. 

 

Project Information 

The project is located on Business 51 from the Eau Claire River Bridge to Kent Street in the 
cities of Schofield and Wausau, Marathon County. 

Business 51 Location Map 

 

City of Schofield 

City of Wausau 

End Project 

Begin Project 

Lake Wausau 
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Purpose and Need 

The existing Business 51 pavement is showing signs of distress with spalling, cracking, and joint 
failure. The existing street lighting, traffic signals, and street signage do not meet current 
standards. In addition, curb ramps located throughout the project do not meet current 
Americans with Disability Act (ADA) standards. The existing bicycle accommodations also do 
not meet current width standards. 

There have been six bicycle crashes in the past seven years that involved bicycles riding on the 
sidewalk that struck or were struck by vehicles leaving businesses.  

The purpose of the project is to address the deteriorated roadway pavement, traffic signals, 
street signage, street lighting, curb ramps, and bicycle accommodations. 

Proposed Improvements 

The project proposes to remove all concrete (pavement, curb & gutter, and sidewalk) and base 
course, and install base aggregate, asphaltic pavement, and concrete curb & gutter with a wide 
gutter for use as a marked bicycle lane. The project also consists of the following proposed work 
actions: 

• Adjust or replace existing inlets and manholes. 

• Remove and replace traffic signals to provide a signal head per lane. 

• Reduce the inside lane width from 12-foot to 11-foot from the Eau Claire River bridge to 
Lakeview Drive  

• Provide a five-foot bicycle lane from the Eau Claire River bridge to Kent Street 

• Install concrete sidewalk. 

• Install curb ramps that meet ADA standards. 

• Adjust street lighting as needed. 
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Proposed Bicycle Accommodations 

A 5-foot bicycle lane was chosen because it has minimal impacts to other roadside facilities. If a 
bicycle accommodation wider than 5-foot is provided, impacts would include:  

• Fire hydrants at existing back of sidewalk would need to be moved.  

• Wooden poles for utilities and street lighting at back of sidewalk would need to be 
moved. 

• All storm sewer inlets would need to be replaced.  

• Retaining walls and buildings at the back of sidewalk would need to be moved or 
removed. 

• Additional permanent real estate would be required as well.  

Proposed traffic impacts 

Construction is currently scheduled to begin in 2030 but could occur as early as 2029. 
Construction is expected to take an entire construction season.  

Business 51 will remain open to traffic utilizing single lane closures with bidirectional traffic and 
periodic intersection closures. Access will be maintained to businesses and residences during 
construction, except access may be limited during certain short-term periods. Motorists should 
expect some minor delays to occur. 

Sidewalks within the project limits will be closed on each side of Business 51 that coincides with 
the lane closures. To provide pedestrian access to businesses and residences within the project 
limits, a free shuttle service will be provided 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The contact 
information for the shuttle service will be posted at locations where the sidewalk is closed. 
Shuttle service information will also be available on the 511 website during construction.  

City of Wausau Bus Route A uses West Kent Street and Business 51. Kent Street will be closed 
for approximately 3 weeks to reconstruct the intersection. Bus Route A will remain operational 
and will be rerouted during the closure. 

Real estate  

Minor temporary and permanent real estate impacts are anticipated throughout the Business 51 
corridor. New right of way will be required for sidewalk replacement, upgrading traffic signals, 
adjusting street lighting, and curb ramps. Temporary easement will be required for blending 
slopes and driveway match points.  

The local municipalities will be acquiring the real estate for this project and will be reimbursed 
100% of the costs by the department after all acquisitions are complete. For any questions 
regarding real estate acquisitions, please contact the City of Wausau or the City of Schofield.  

Project update/next steps 

Local officials meeting November 6, 2025 

Public involvement meeting December 10, 2025 

Environmental document approval March 2026 

Preliminary plans May 2026 

Final right of way plat July 2026 

Real estate acquisition begins August 2026 

Final plans August 2028 

Construction currently scheduled  2030, but could be as early as 2029 
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Public input/comments 

Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public 
as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout 
the design process. 

We encourage you to talk to the project representatives and ask them questions. Attached to 
this handout is a sheet for your written comments and input regarding the proposed project. 
Please mail any written comments about the project by January 9, 2026 or leave them in the 
comment box tonight. You can also email your comments to the contact listed below.  

 
Project information is also available on the project website: 
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/bus51lakeview/default.aspx 
 
Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-blind, and speech-disabled persons should contact the Wisconsin 
Relay Service by dialing 711. 

 
For more information, please contact:  

 
Zach Gruling 
Project Manager 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
1681 Second Avenue South 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
715-421-8346 
zachary.gruling@dot.wi.gov 
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Public Involvement Comment Form 
 

 
Project ID 6999-18-13 / 6999-02-10 

C Schofield; C Wausau 
Eau Claire River Bridge to Kent Street  

Business 51 
Marathon County 

 
 

Please mail by January 9, 2026 to the address on the back of this sheet. Comments can also be emailed 
to zachary.gruling@dot.wi.gov. Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs 
of the traveling public as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated 
throughout the design process. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Email Address (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Would you like a response to your comments? Yes ___ No ___ 

 
Please Print Comments (attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information in this document including names, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, and 

signatures is not confidential, and may be subject to disclosure upon request, pursuant to the 

requirements of the Wisconsin open records law, sections 19.31 - 19.39 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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Fold here 

          

 

 

 

 

Attn: Zach Gruling, P.E.  

WisDOT North Central Region – Wisconsin Rapids 

1681 Second Avenue South 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

 

 

 

      

 

  

To mail, fold here and tape. 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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\]̂�_̀a�]̂b]���]̂�cdef�gb]��hbai�hb̀jd]̀b]k̀�lf�]�m��ab]�̀���n�op�_a�qr�s01-3'�W-08'3+1*?�t'.10�s(5*/'0?�t'1.5'�(7�N-/<(*/-*�R5*-<-)10-,-'/�

uv��hb̀v�wa�av�x�uyvz{o|rvqv��}}�lfv�~aakg���]v�|uq�ouyzzrv|v��hb̀v�wa�av�x�uyvz{v{v��������������������������������������������������q��}�h��}u����qz��|�u�hb̀v�q̂�u}z��uyz��}|q��vhvq̂�z�{��zu{v�v���������|qv �v��hb̀v�wa�av�x�uyvz{oqrv}v��hb̀v�wa�av�x�uyvz{oqrvzv��d_��̂ b̂abd]���̂b̀j�̀ b̀d]�d �aib̀�b̀̀���̀����d¡�_]b]��¢d̂b�̀�|�uvyv�hb̀v�wa�av�x�uyvz{ouro£rvu�v��¤����¥����¦��§��{}|��v�w�ffv�uu|u�öv©v�hb̀v�uy}yrª�}}�lfv�~aakg���]v�|uq�ouyzzrv
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