
 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA               
of a meeting of a City Board, Commission, Department 

Committee, Agency, Corporation, Quasi-Municipal 

Corporation, or Sub-unit thereof. 
 
 

Meeting: SUSTAINABILITY, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT  

COMMITTEE  

Members: John Kroll (C), Paul Kage, Tom Kilian, Mary Kluz, Ashley Lange, Leah 

Van De Loo, Paul Zouski 

Location:  Board Room of Wausau City Hall, 407 Grant Street. 

Date/Time:  Monday, February 21, 2022 at 4:00 p.m.   
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions 

 
2. Approve minutes of January 17, 2022 meeting 

 
3. Public comment – 5 minutes 

 
4. Guest Speaker: Sid Sczygelski, Aspirus Hospital, presenting on Apirus’s sustainability efforts – 30 

minutes 
 

5. Discussion to draft a possible resolution recommending the reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
– 35 minutes 
 

6. Educational topic: “From Homes to Cars, It’s Now Time to Electrify Everything” article discussion 
– 10 minutes 
 

7. Educational topic: “Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts 2021 Report” discussion – 10 
minutes 
 

8. Future agenda items 
 
9. Adjourn 

 
It is likely that members of, and a quorum of the Council and/or members of other committees of the Common Council of the City of 
Wausau will be in attendance at the abovementioned meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by any such groups. 

 
Questions regarding this agenda may be directed to the City Planning Office @ (715) 261-6760. 

 
This Notice was posted at City Hall and emailed to the Media on 2/17/2022 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting is being held in person and via teleconference. All public participants’ 
phones will be muted during the meeting. Virtual attendees who wish to speak may only do so during the “Public 
Comment” portion of the agenda and they must register by 2:00 p.m. on the meeting date by emailing Sam Wessel at 
samuel.wessel@ci.wausau.wi.us with their phone number so they can be identified in the meeting software.Any 
person wishing to offer public comment may e-mail City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde at clerk@ci.wausau.wi.us with 
"BPAC Public Comment" in the subject line prior to the meeting start.  All public comment, either by email or in person, 
will be limited to items on the agenda at this time. The messages related to agenda items received prior to the start of 
the meeting will be provided to the Chair.   
 
Call 1-408-418-9388 to participate remotely.   The Access Code is: 2489 509 7586    The Password is: g9iWPUJwu42  

 

 

Other Distribution: Media, Alderpersons, Mayor, City Departments 
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CITY OF WAUSAU SUSTAINABILITY, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 

Time and Date:  The Sustainability, Energy and Environment Committee met on Monday,  

January 17, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. in the Board Room of Wausau City Hall and 

virtually via WebEx 

Members Present:  John Kroll (C), Tom Kilian, Ashley Lange, Mary Kluz  

Members Absent:  Paul Kage, Leah Van De Loo, Paul Zouski 

Others Present: Mayor Katie Rosenberg, Brad Lenz, Dan Barth, Jay Coldwell, Joel Lewis 

 

In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statues, notice of this meeting was posted and transmitted to the 

Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

  

1. Welcome and Introductions           _ 

 

Chair Kroll called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Introductions were made.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes from previous meetings        _  

 

Kluz made a motion to approve the minutes of September 22, 2021.  Lange seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously.  Lange made a motion to approve the minutes of October 28, 2021.  Kluz seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

3. Public Comment      ________________________________________ 

 

Kroll noted that there were three members of the public who had signed up to speak. They were all attending via 

Webex. 

 

Dan Barth stated that cities are becoming fossil energy free, five are in Wisconsin.  He said Wausau should be the 

next, and there is local support.  He said that a representative from Aspirus’ sustainability committee would like to 

present to the city’s commission on ways to move forward.     

 

Jay Coldwell, resident of the city, said he offers support for the urgency of a climate action plan.  He also suggested 

hearing from Aspirus, a leading employer in the area, on their efforts. 

 

Joel Lewis agreed that the city, led by this commission, should develop a climate action plan for the city, to provide 

positive change for the future.   

 

4. Betterbin App Update by Michelle Goetsch: 2021 Citywide recycling data and app usage report_________ 

 

Michelle Goetsch said that the app has been in use in the city for one year.  She said the app is important because 

haulers can change, and along with it, recycling guidelines.  She said previous recycling audits in the city, prior to 

the app, showed that 84% of carts showed some contamination, which is consistent with other cities.  In Wausau, 

10 users of the Betterbin app chose to participate in a new recycling audit.  Four out of the ten carts had zero 

contamination.  In the other six carts, there was very little contamination, which is also very good.  She said this 

shows that users of the app are learning how to recycle properly.  She said there have been comments from users 

about the app that they will use to improve it.  Data shows there have been 5,000 products that users have searched.  

She said that proper recycling has a definite impact on the environment.   

 

Kluz asked about the report prepared by Goetsch.  Lenz said that it will sent to the committee members.   
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Kroll asked if any demographic data is collected.  Goetsch said they do not ask for it, but from comments and 

conversations that many of the users are 50-plus.   

 

Kroll asked about next steps.  Goetsch said there will be more promotion of the app, including those already signed 

up for the app, since the technology has improved.   

 

Kroll asked about other cities using the app.  Goetsch said they are currently in 12 cities.  They are partnering with 

another company, particularly on composting.   

 

5.  Discuss future agenda items                 ____________________________ 

 

Kroll noted the previous discussion about inviting the Aspirus sustainability chairperson to present.  He also 

wondered about promoting the Betterbin app in the city newsletter.  Lenz mentioned an “electrify everything” 

article that Kluz brought up before.  Kluz suggested a discussion about a climate action plan and its relation to the 

greenhouse gas resolution.  Kilian suggested getting the Cleveland Ave item back on the agenda once the results are 

official.  Lange said the micro-remediation folks should be ready to present some information soon, but not yet.  

Lenz said that we should discuss No Mow May soon.  Lange said the County can supply compost bins for May.  

Kluz mentioned the awards and how to get nominations before April.   

 

6. Work session:  Discussion to draft a possible resolution recommending the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions        _______________________________________ 

 

Kroll noted previous discussion and samples from other communities, and how it may fit with a climate action plan.  

Lenz noted that in the Green Tier Legacy scorecard, that there are items pertaining to greenhouse gas, the first 

being to commit to achieving a science-based community-wide GHG reduction goal. 

 

Kroll noted the previous eco-municipality resolution that was passed.  Lenz said that previous discussion was that 

the committee was going to start with Why the City should do this, rather than specific targets.  The committee 

discussed various “whereas” statements for the resolution, including the city’s previous adoption of energy 

independence, eco-municipality, and Green Tier Legacy resolutions.  They also discussed environmental justice 

and other levels of government, including the national chamber of commerce, EPA, and the state DNR.   

 

The committee discussed potential targets for the resolution or what the specific recommendation should be.  The 

committee suggested that staff bring back a draft resolution, mainly with the “whereas” statements; more discussion 

would follow on potential targets or other recommendations of the resolution.   

 

7. Adjourn              _____________________________________ 

 

Kluz motioned to adjourn.  Kilian seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   



Greenhouse Gas draft potential “whereas” statements (from Mary Kluz): 

Whereas the City of Wausau has embraced Energy Independence, evidenced by the passing of an energy 

independence resolution in 2008 

Whereas the city of Wausau declared itself an eco-municipality in 2009, and among the guidelines for 

sustainable practices, include reducing dependence upon fossil fuels and reducing dependence upon 

harmful chemicals and other manufactured substances that can accumulate in Nature. 

Whereas, the City has joined other municipalities leading toward a healthier future as a Green Tier 

Community in 2020 

Whereas the City Council has taken action toward sustainability with the creation of the SEEC 

(also refer to Environmental Justice resolution) 

Whereas the residents of the City of Wausau will further be challenged and affected by continued rapid 

climate change 

I would also like to see some statements that are relevant to Wausau and based on the state's WICCI 

(Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts) https://wicci.wisc.edu/wisconsin-climate-trends-and-

projections/  

Whereas, the City of Wausau desires to be among the communities leading on critical environmental 

and societal issues  

We resolve to set (a) science-based greenhouse gas emissions goal(s) and develop means to meet the 

goal(s) 

further resolved to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from a measured baseline 

further resolved to reduce emissions __% per year 

 

Educational topics: 

From Homes to Cars, It’s Now Time to Electrify Everything 

https://e360.yale.edu/features/from-homes-to-cars-its-now-time-to-electrify-

everything#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20shifting%20away,versions%20powered%20by%20clean%20ele

ctricity. 

Wisconsin Institute on Climate Change Impacts 2021 Report 

https://wicci.wisc.edu/2021-assessment-report/  

 

https://wicci.wisc.edu/wisconsin-climate-trends-and-projections/
https://wicci.wisc.edu/wisconsin-climate-trends-and-projections/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/from-homes-to-cars-its-now-time-to-electrify-everything#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20shifting%20away,versions%20powered%20by%20clean%20electricity.
https://e360.yale.edu/features/from-homes-to-cars-its-now-time-to-electrify-everything#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20shifting%20away,versions%20powered%20by%20clean%20electricity.
https://e360.yale.edu/features/from-homes-to-cars-its-now-time-to-electrify-everything#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20shifting%20away,versions%20powered%20by%20clean%20electricity.
https://wicci.wisc.edu/2021-assessment-report/
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