OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING

MEETING: Parks & Recreation Committee MEMBERS:
DATE/TIME: Monday, March 2, 2026 at 5:15 PM Lou Larson (C) Carol Luken (VC)
LOCATION: Wausau City Hall — Council Chambers Lisa Rasmussen Sarah Watson
407 Grant Street, Wausau WI, 54403 Tom Neal
Amended Amended Agenda
1 Public comment on agenda items and reading of the City of Wausau Public Comment
Statement.

2 Consideration of the minutes of the preceding meeting(s).
Regular Parks and Recreation Committee February 2, 2026 Minutes

3 Discussion and possible action.

a. Wausau Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles
b. Overview of Potential Future Trail from City of Schofield to the City of Wausau
c. Divestment of the Sawmill Timbers

4 Discussion.
a. Park Updates (Oak Island Skate Park, Sylvan Tubing Hill)

5 Adjournment.

Lou Larson, Chair

NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL (407 GRANT STREET) AND
TRANSMITTED TO THE OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED NEWSPAPER

DATE:

TIME: ) ] )
POSTED BY: This meeting can be viewed on

YouTube and Channel 981 on Cable TV

In accordance with the requirements of Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of
Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its
services, programs or activities. If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this
meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-
6622 or ADAServices@wausauwi.gov to discuss your accessibility needs. We ask your request be provided a
minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting. If a request is made less than 72 hours before the
event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request.
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| OFFICIAL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

MEETING: Parks & Recreation Committee MEMBERS:

DATE/TIME: Monday, February 2, 2026 at 5:15 PM Lou Larson (C) Carol Luken (VC)

LOCATION: Wausau City Hall — Council Chambers Lisa Rasmussen Sarah Watson
407 Grant Street, Wausau WI, 54403 Tom Neal

Members Present: Lou Larson, Carol Lukens, Lisa Rasmussen, Tom Neal, Sarah Watson
Members Not Present:

Members Excused:

Present 5, Not Present 0, Excused O

Noting the presence of a quorum, the Chairperson called the meeting to order at 05:17 PM.

1 Public comment on agenda items and reading of the City of Wausau Public Comment
Statement.

No Public Comment
2 Consideration of the minutes of the preceding meeting(s).
Regular Parks and Recreation Committee January 5, 2026 Minutes

Motion by Alderperson Neal, seconded by Alderperson Rasmussen, to Approve. Motion Passed
5-0.

Special Parks and Recreation Committee January 19, 2026 Minutes

Motion by Alderperson Neal, seconded by Alderperson Rasmussen, to Approve. Motion Passed
5-0.

3 Discussion and possible action.

a. Discussion and Possible Action Recommending a Vendor to Operate the Riverlife
Concession Stand

Brief discussion was held about the proposals. Members of the Committee felt that the proposal
from Mr. Alwin best fit the facility, park and vision for the concession stand. The Committee
thanked both proposers for submitting proposals for the concession stand.

Motion by Alderperson Neal, seconded by Alderperson Rasmussen, to Approve the proposal
submitted by Mr. Alwin. Motion Passed 5-0.

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Renewal of Radtke Point Park/Grace Park Lease
Agreement

Motion by Alderperson Lukens, seconded by Alderperson Watson, to Approve renewal of Radtke
Point/Grace Park lease agreements. Motion Passed 5-0.

4 Discussion.

a. A.2025YearinReview
B. 2026 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Annual Work Plan
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Report placed on file.

5 Adjournment.

Motion by Alderperson Watson, seconded by Alderperson Lukens, to Adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 05:27 PM.

Next Meeting is Monday, March 2, 2026 @ 5:15 PM.

The recording of this meeting may be viewed on

YouTube @CityofWausauMeetings

CORE City of Wausau
VALUES (715) 261-6500 | clerk@wausauwi.gov

Q wausauwi.gov

=
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‘ ”5 H Parks, Recreation, Forestry
I

DATE: March 2, 2026
TO: Parks & Recreation Committee
SUBJECT: Wausau Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles

PURPOSE
Update Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles
BACKGROUND

It came to Staff's attention that Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles
only pertained to Fires. Recommended changes to the Code include additional clarification on
fires within City parks and requirements on the use of fireworks within city parks. It is also
recommended that Firearms and Missliles be removed from Chapter 9 due to these items being
covered elsewhere within the Municipal Code.

RECOMMENDATION

The Parks and Recreation Committee is asked to recommend to the City Council approval of the
revisions to Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles.
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CITY OF WAUSAU, 407 Grant Street, Wausau, WI 54403

ORDINANCE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

Amending Section 9.20.070 Fires, fireworks, firearms, missiles

Committee Action:  Approved Ordinance Number:
Fiscal Impact: None
File Number: Date Introduced:

The Common Council of the City of Wausau do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That Section 9.20.070 Fires, fireworks, firearms, missiles is hereby amended to
read as follows:

9.20.070 Firess and fireworks-—firearms;-missiles

(a)

(1) No person shall start, tend or maintain any fire except at designated
fireplaces or permanent grills within any city park other than the 400
Block.

) No person shall burn refuse in any designated fireplace or permanent
grill within any city park.

(3) Fires for cooking or heating are permitted in portable metal stoves,
heaters, grills or fireplaces at designated picnic areas but are not
permitted under or within a park shelter.

4) No grilling shall be permitted on the 400 Block, with the exception
of those special events for which waivers are granted upon the
recommendation of Public Health & Safety Committee and approval
of the Common Council. Open fires utilizing liquid or gas fuels may
be permitted on the 400 Block with the written consent of the
Committee.

(5)  No person shall abandon any fire or leave any fire unattended or
throw away any matches, cigarettes, cigars, pipe ashes or embers
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Section 2.
Section 3.

Adopted:

Approved:
Published:

Attest:

without first extinguishing them. No person shall start, tend or use
in any manner any fire contrary to posted notice in any city park.

(b) Fireworks. No person shall possess or discharge any fireworks regulated
by Wisconsin Statute Section 167.10(1) in any City park except those
approved as part of a Special Event and permitted pursuant to Section
17.49.060.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on the day after its publication.

Approved:

Doug Diny, Mayor

Attest:

Kaitlyn A. Bernarde, Clerk
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IJ 5 ‘ Parks, Recreation, Forestry

DATE: March 2, 2026
TO: Parks & Recreation Committee
SUBJECT: Overview of Potential Future Trail from City of Schofield to the City of Wausau

PURPOSE
Provide an overview of a potential trail from the City of Schofield to the City of Wausau
BACKGROUND

The City of Schofield is considering designing a trail that would, in the future, connect land
within Schofield, previously a trailer park, north to E Kent St. The City of Schofield currently has
two potential ideas for routes. One, connecting the Schofield property through private property
to Kent St and the second option potentially connecting to Kent St through the City of Wausau's
Eau Claire River Conservancy. The City of Schofield feels that this trail segment is beneficial to
the community as an alternate transportation option, separating users from the traffic of Grand
Avenue.

As the City of Schofield begins to explore this trail, they are looking for feedback from the City
of Wausau on support for the trail, preferred options, potential trail through the conservancy and

interest in possibly partnering on the trail construction. As the City of Schofield explores these
options, they are also continuing to explore funding opportunities.

RECOMMENDATION

The Parks and Recreation Committee is asked to provide staff with feedback on this potential
future trail. Staff will relay this feedback to the City of Schofield.
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IJ 5 Parks, Recreation, Forestry

DATE: March 2, 2026
TO: Parks & Recreation Committee
SUBJECT: Divestment of the Sawmill Timbers

PURPOSE
Discussion and Possible action on Process to Divest the Sawmill Timbers

BACKGROUND

In 2012, the City, in partnership with the Community Foundation, arranged for the Stone Lumber
Sawmill building to be dismantled, inventoried, and placed into storage with the expectation that
it would be reconstructed within five years. The timbers remain in storage today, and the City
continues to pay an annual storage fee.

In 2021, the City retained a consultant to evaluate the condition of the salvaged timbers and to
develop conceptual plans for reconstruction. Initial concepts included rebuilding the structure as
a shelter on Barker-Stewart Island and later as a farmers market building on the south riverfront.
As part of this assessment, a structural architect determined that approximately 30% of the
wood could potentially be reused, and that all reusable material would require re-milling or other
modification. Additionally, none of the timbers are pressure treated, meaning any reused material
would need to be located in areas protected from direct exposure to moisture. As a result, the
timbers are not suitable for use as structural columns or other elements exposed to the
elements.

Based on these findings, the City and its design team finalized a 2023 concept that replicated the
original sawmill building while incorporating select salvaged timbers as interior accent features
only. The estimated cost to construct this replica on the south riverfront was $1,824,000.

Given the limited structural usability of the salvaged materials, the timbers can no longer be used
as originally intended. Staff have held multiple discussions with the Community Foundation to
identify alternative uses; however, no feasible reuse option has been identified to date. The
materials currently occupy approximately three-quarters of a privately owned building that was
offered for temporary storage. Fourteen years have now passed since the timbers were placed in
storage.

Staff recommends that the City divest of the timbers by issuing a public invitation to bid. While
the full market value is unknown, it is believed that the virgin white pine timbers retain salvage
value. Staff further recommends establishing a minimum bid of $95,000. Proceeds at or above
this amount would reimburse the Community Foundation for the $80,000 loan provided to the
City for dismantling, inventory, and initial storage, as well as offset the storage costs incurred by
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the City to date.

RECOMMENDATION

Upon concurrence by the Park Committee, staff will advertise an invitation to bid. The Board of

Public Works will open the bids, and the City Council will make the final determination regarding
acceptance.
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Office of the Mayor James E. Tipple
I Voo \U
October 19, 2012 - A AV
? s \\/l»
Community Foundation of Central Wisconsin }'

Attn: Jean Tehan
500 First Street, Suite 2600
Wausau, Wl 54403

Re: Grant Proposal
Dear Ms. Tehan:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with myself and the City’s Development Team. Your insight and
enthusiasm over a potential piece of history was very refreshing.

Wausau, as we know it, would not exist if it wasn’t for the lumber industry and the people who made
our community great. You and | know this first hand. We now have an opportunity to preserve part of
this history. The Stone Lumber Company has made it public that they are selling their property to be
demolished for the construction of a CVS Pharmacy. Upon that announcement, we became aware that
there are a couple of historic buildings present on that site. The City’s Historic Preservation Commission
and city staff toured both buildings. They came back with the recommendation that we should do
whatever is possible to preserve the building that housed the saw mill. Mr. Doug Stone (owner) has
graciously offered the City an opportunity to own the former J. Mortenson Planing Mill. This is the last

remaining original building that housed the first saw mill in Wausau.

This building is intertwined in our history and we should not let this opportunity pass us by. On behalf of
the City of Wausau, | am respectfully requesting $80,000 to hire a professional contractor to dismantle,
identify each individual piece and storage costs of this building for potential future use as a saw mill
museum. As we discussed at our meeting, we would like to potentially relocate this building to Barker
Stewart Island, reassemble, and open it to the public portraying our logging history. There are many
logistics to work out and time is not on our side. We have approximately 60 days to accomplish this
task.

Should you have any questions regarding this application request, please feel free to call me at 261-
6800.

Sincerely,

oo 8 e

James E. Tipple
Mayor, City of Wausau

CITY OF WAUSAU-CITY HALL-407 GRANT STREET-WAUSAU, Wi 54403-4783+(715)261-6800-TDD (715)261-6770 Page 13 of 30
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OfF NORTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN

Mayor Jim Tipple:

Thank you for your letter requesting funding to hire a professional contractor to
dismantle, identify, and catalogue individual pieces from, and provide secure storage
for, the last remaining original sawmill building in Wausau which is currently located on
the Stone Lumber Company property (the “Sawmill Building”).

The Board of Directors of the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin has
reviewed and discussed this request. We understand that the Sawmill Building will be
donated to the City of Wausau by its current owner and that there are many logistics
that still need to be worked out but that the opportunity to save the Sawmill Building will
be lost if it is not acted upon now. We also understand that roles and responsibilities
still need to be clarified for the City of Wausau, the Wausau Marathon County Park
Department, the Marathon County Historical Society, and any other entities involved in
developing the project.

Understanding the historic significance of the Sawmill Building itself and the fact that our
region originated from the lumber industry, we see the importance of supporting the
effort to preserve the option to use the Sawmill Building in the future for a charitable,
educational, and historic purpose.

We understand that the purpose and new location of the Sawmill Building have yet to be
determined. We understand that the Marathon County Historical Society fully supports
the development of this project and has the expertise in developing and managing
projects of this type and in the collection and display of historic artifacts.

To allow you to commit to the appropriate vendors to do this work in a timely fashion,
the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin will assure you that funding will
be available to you on the following terms and conditions:

1. Up to a maximum of $60,000 will be available for the dismantling and labeling of
pieces of the Sawmill Building. If the actual costs of dismantiing and labeling of pieces
of the Sawmill Building exceed $60,000, those excess costs will be paid by the City of
Wausau.

2. Up to a maximum of $20,000 will be available for the storage of these pieces at a
rate of $4,000 per vear for up to five (5) years. If the actual costs of the storage of these
pieces exceeds $4,000 in any year, those excess costs will be paid by the City of
Wausau.

3. This funding will be documented in the form of a $80,000 promissory note under

which the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin will make periodic

advances to the City of Wausau upon presentation of invoices for services which have
A o

been paid by the City of Wausau for the services described in items 1 and 2 abofi

Confirmed n complance with National
Standarts for Community Foundabons

500 First Street » Suite 2600 « Wausau. W 54403 « Phone: 715.845.9555 » Fax: 715.845.6423 « info@cfoncw.org ® www.cfoncw.org

{W0529494,00CX/2} S ) ;
Enriching lives for present and fufure generations.
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4. In the event that the cost of the services described in item 1 above is less than
$60,000, then the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin shall be obligated
to advance only the actual costs incurred and shall not be obligated any remaining
balance of the $60,000 maximum amount set forth in item 1.

S, In the event that the cost of the services described in item 2 above is less than
$20.000, then the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin shall be obligated
to advance only the actual costs incurred and shall not be obligated any remaining
balance of the $20,000 maximum amount set forth in item 2.

6. In the event that the purpose and new location of the Sawmill Building are
determined and the Sawmill Building has been reassembled on or prior to that date
which is five (5) years after the date of this letter and such purpose and location are
mutually acceptable to the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin, the City
of Wausau, the Wausau Marathon County Park Department, and the Marathon County
Historical Society, then the full amount which has been disbursed by the Community
Foundation of North Central Wisconsin together with all interest thereon shall be
forgiven on a date which is established by the Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin.

7. By accepting this funding, we will require that you will obtain confirmation from
the current owner of the Sawmill Building that no individual or corporation will financially
benefit, now or in the future, from the donation of the Sawmill Building to the City of
Wausau or will receive an income tax deduction with regard to this donation and that
you will provide us with this confirmation.

8. You will agree to fully insure the pieces of the Sawmill Building, preserving their
intrinsic value.

9. You will also agree that, if this project does not come to fruition within the five (5)
year time period that all funding which has been provided for this project by the
Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin will be repaid in full upon demand.

This letter constitutes a proposal by the Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin with respect to the funding for this project but does not address all matters
upon which agreement must be reached and does not set forth all of the terms of the
Promigsory Note which is referenced in item 3 above. Therefore, this letter does not
constitute a binding commitment by the Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin with respect to the funding for this project, which can result only from the
execution and delivery of the Promissory Note, subject to the terms and conditions
expressed therein.

500 First Street o Suite 2600 « Wausau, W1 54403 » Phone: 715.845.9555 » info@ctoncw.org ¢ www.cfoncw.org

{W0529494.DOCX/2)
NATIONAL Conlirmed in comptance with Natianal
C[: STANDARDS™ for Communty Foundab
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Funding for this project will be administered by the Community Foundation of North
Central Wisconsin but the actual funding for this project will be provided 50% by the
Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin and 50% by the B.A. and Esther
Greenheck Foundation. The B.A. and Esther Greenheck Foundation shall periodically
provide funding to the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin in connection
with this project. The final terms of the Promissory Note which is referenced in item 3
above are subject to the approval of both the Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin and 50% by the B.A. and Esther Greenheck Foundation.

We look forward to working with you to see this project come to life, enhancing the
vibrancy and liveability of our area!

I the foregoing letter is acceptable to the City of Wausau, please so indicate by signing
the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to us.

Sincerely,

Community Foundation of North Central
Wisconsin, Inc.

By it C ile QA

As ite/ ('éi;éf_(i_i Leda b okt

Accepted and agreed to this
/(- ti_ day of November, 2012.

City of Wausau

-
By: /C /} 4 i — .«)l,\ i =
A§,'rt’s /) et WAY,

AND!
Sonhimed in oompianca with Nabona!
Standards for Community Foundations

500 First Street » Suite 2600 « Wausau, Wi 54403 « Phone: 715.845.9555 « Fax: 715.845.5423 « info@cfoncw.org  www.cfoncw.org

W0529434.00CX/2 . . .
{ & Enriching lives for present and future penerations.
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October 18, 2012

Ms. Jean Tehan

Community Foundation of North Central WI
500 Third Street, Suite 2600

Wausau, WI 54403

Dear Jean,

Thank you for taking the time to discuss with us possible plans for the historic
Stone Lumber building. We are very excited about this project, and the
possibility of adding an educational resource to our community while preserving
one of our most treasured historic buildings.

We understand that time is of the essence and the building must be moved before
the details of this project are fully developed. It is also our understanding that the
Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin and the City of Wausau are
committed to work together on developing a plan to place the building in an
appropriate location near the Wisconsin River and use it to display sawmill and
logging related artifacts for public viewing.

The Marathon County Historical Society fully supports the development of this
project. We would like to work with the City of Wausau and the Community
Foundation of North Central Wisconsin, offering our expertise in developing and
managing projects of this type, and also our expertise in the collection and display
of historic artifacts.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.

Thank you.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

John Hattenhauer Mary Forer
President Executive Director
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Report from Mike Yaker, Wood Joiners Inc.

“This report summarizes an assessment made on a site visit September 27,
2012.

Two unique Historical structures dutifully performed continuous functionality as a
sawmill and building supply center since 1883. The buildings are expertly joined
and efficiently framed, and sheathed in Wisconsin white pine. The main frame,
which appears wholly original and lacking in the modifications of time, provides
cover for 5332 square feet of space. Two 16 foot aisles flank a 30 foot main aisle
and is divided into 6 bays by 7 seven structural bents. Six of the bents are 16
foot on center, with the east bent 6 feet wide with a hipped shed roof at the east
end. This creates a footprint of 62’ by 86’. Running thru the center of the
building for 48’ is an 8 foot window monitor extending thru the roof generously
lighting the interior of the structure.

The structure is comprised of an estimated 36,000 board feet of high grade old
growth Wisconsin pine, breaking out as such: 6500 bd. ft. of joined timber;
11,000 bd. ft. floor framing; 6020 bd. ft. of roof boards; 3000 bd. ft. of 2x6 rafters;
10,000 bd. ft. of 2x floor boards.

I estimate with a crew of 3 to 5 carpenters, the dismantling and prep of material
for storage, including the marking and tagging for re-assembly to be 600 man
hours. | estimate a working budget of $60,000.00 to complete the task.
Estimates are based on past experience and with certain assumptions. Estimate
is for main sawmill building and does not include second building.

These buildings are a unique connection to Wausau and Wisconsin’s Lumbering
past. They have weathered the years with strength, and stand proudly. They are
excellent candidates for repurposing — historically, economically, culturally and
environmentally.”
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J. Mortenson Lumber Company

Barker-Stewart West: Exhibits 19-20
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This is the only remaining
lumber mill building inWausau.
It sits at the corner of First and
Bridge (Pile) Streets, the actual
location of the J. Mortenson
Lumber Company. If possible,
an exhibit would be placed on
the building itself or nearby.
Permission from the property
owner would be required to
place this exhibit. The exhibit at
river's edge would direct
people to this site. D. S chwartz

photo.

Interpretive Plan Wausau River Edge Parkway by DG Schwartz & Associates 34
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FIELD OBSERVATION REPORT O n C

Structures = & Design

I
REPORT SUBMITTED BY: DATE OF REPORT: IONIC PROJECT NO.
Susan Lasecki 8/2/2021 20-016
PRESENT: DATE OF FIELD VISIT:
5/10/2021

Susan Lasecki
ADDRESS:

Brandon Reinke, Joe Galbraith Barker Island and wood framing storage barn

Kendra and Josh (JAS)
Chris Hitch and Tom Mortensen (RA Smith)
Brad Lenz

Jamie Polley

OBSERVATIONS:

The proposed project consists of the re-use of timbers and framing materials from a historic 1883 mill structure for a new pavilion.
The location of the pavilion will be on Barker Island in Wausau.

On May 10, 2021, we visited the proposed site for the new pavilion as well as the barn where the material from the salvaged
structure is being stored.

The site for the proposed pavilion was historically used for logging operations in the later 1800’s and 1900’s. There aren’t any
known structures remaining in the area where the pavilion is proposed.

The timber form the Mill is being store in a barn west of Wausau. The material is stacked densely and was difficult to evaluate.
Much of the material is substantially warped, notched and deteriorated near the ends. It appeared that most of the members were
fairly short in length.

During our site visit, we determined that it would be difficult to determine exactly the quantity of re-usable members until they
were removed from the barn, sorted and relocated to a different site. JAS Construction has provided a proposal for these services.

Since it was difficult to determine the condition of the material as it was stored, our best estimate was that 30% could be reused
and all material would require some re-work to make it usable. The material that could be re-used would need to be in places
without direct contact from the elements since none of the material is pressure treated. Thus, re-using timbers for columns is not a

viable option for this structure since they are exposed to significant moisture.

Below are photos taken of the stored material:

P.O. Box 466, Plover, Wisconsin 54467
(414) 540-8755 - (414) 921-9746 (FAX) - www.ionic-sd.com
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REQUIRED ACTIONS:

Re-examine the material once it has been relocated to determine with greater certainty the quantity, sizes and lengths that are
suitable for re-use.

COPY TO: FILE
Joe Galbraith

Page 5 of 5 8/2/2021
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I

DATE: March 2, 2026
TO: Parks & Recreation Committee
SUBJECT: Park Updates (Oak Island Skate Park, Sylvan Tubing Hill)

PURPOSE
Park Updates
BACKGROUND

Oak Island - Refurbishing and installing old skate park features as time allows. It is the goal of
the department to have the modular ramps refurbished and fully installed by this spring

Sylvan Tubing Hill - It has been an amazing season at Sylvan Hill. A full report of the season will
be provided to the Committee at the conclusion of the season. The warm temperatures and rain
a few weeks ago provided challenges and bare spots on the hill. However, the harvesting of
snow from other locations was used to cover the bare spots and the recent snowfall allowed the
hill to remain open for a full season. The last group rental is March 1, 2026. Staff will be watching
the weather and the hill conditions to determine if the facility will be open after March 1, 2026.

RECOMMENDATION

No action is recommended
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