
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MEETING: Parks & Recreation Committee 
DATE/TIME: Monday, March 2, 2026 at 5:15 PM 
LOCATION: Wausau City Hall — Council Chambers 

407 Grant Street, Wausau WI, 54403 

MEMBERS: 
Lou Larson (C) Carol Luken (VC) 
Lisa Rasmussen Sarah Watson 
Tom Neal  

Amended Amended Agenda  
1 Public comment on agenda items and reading of the City of Wausau Public Comment 

Statement. 
2 Consideration of the minutes of the preceding meeting(s). 
   Regular Parks and Recreation Committee February 2, 2026 Minutes  
3 Discussion and possible action. 
   a.  Wausau Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles  
   b.  Overview of Potential Future Trail from City of Schofield to the City of Wausau  
   c.  Divestment of the Sawmill Timbers  
4 Discussion. 
   a.  Park Updates (Oak Island Skate Park, Sylvan Tubing Hill)  
5 Adjournment. 
  

 
Lou Larson, Chair 
 
NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL (407 GRANT STREET) AND 
TRANSMITTED TO THE OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED NEWSPAPER 
 
DATE:  
TIME:  
POSTED BY:  

 
This meeting can be viewed on 

YouTube and Channel 981 on Cable TV 
  
In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of 
Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its 
services, programs or activities. If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this 
meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-
6622 or ADAServices@wausauwi.gov to discuss your accessibility needs. We ask your request be provided a 
minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting. If a request is made less than 72 hours before the 
event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request. 
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Parks, Recreation, Forestry  

 
DATE: March 2, 2026 
TO:  Parks & Recreation Committee 
SUBJECT: Wausau Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles  
 
PURPOSE 
 
Update Municipal Code  § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
It came to Staff's attention that Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles 
only pertained to Fires. Recommended changes to the Code include additional clarification on 
fires within City parks and requirements on the use of fireworks within city parks. It is also 
recommended that Firearms and Missliles be removed from Chapter 9 due to these items being 
covered elsewhere within the Municipal Code. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee is asked to recommend to the City Council approval of the 
revisions to Municipal Code § 9.20.070 Fires, Fireworks, Firearms, Missiles. 
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ORDINANCE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

Amending Section 9.20.070 Fires, fireworks, firearms, rnissiles

Cornmittee Action

Fiscal Impact:

Approved

None

Ordinance Number:

File Number: Date lntroduced:

Section L
read as follows:

CITY OF WAUS AU,407 Grant Streeto Wausau, WI 54403

The Comrnon Council of the City of Wausau do ordain as follows

That Section 9.20.070 Fires, fireworks, fireanns, missiles is hereby arnended to

9 .20 .07 0 F i res;- and fi rework s;fi+eanns;-r+issiles

(a) Fires. Ne fires shall b€ pe

the 100 Bleek; n'ith the exeeptien ef these speeial eventsfor whieh waivers
are grsnted upen the
^-,{ ^^^-^,,^l ^f +L^ /1^*,-^- rr^,,-^;l f\^-- fi-^. ',+;l;-;-^ li^,'i,-l nt' rra.

ftrels rnay be permitted en the 400 Bleek n'ith tl're written eensent ef the
€emmi+tee

(1) No person shall start, tend or maintain any fire except at designated
fireplaces or perrnanent grills within any city park other than the 400
Block.

(2) No person shall bum refuse in any designated fireplace or pennanent
grill within any city park.

(3) Fires for cooking or heating are pennitted in portable rnetal stoves,
heaters, grills or fireplaces at designated picnic areas but are not
permitted under or within a park shelter.

(4) No grilling shall be permitted on the 400 Block, with the exception
of those special events for which waivers are granted upon the
recommendation of Public Health & Safety Committee and approval
of the Common Council. Open fires utilizing liquid or gas fuels may
be pennitted on the 400 Block with the written consent of the
Committee.

(5) No person shall abandon any fire or leave any fire unattended or
throw away any matches, cigarettes, cigars, pipe ashes or embers
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Section 2.

Section 3

Adopted:
Approved:
Published:
Attest:

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on the day after its publication.

Approved:

Doug Diny, Mayor

Attest:

Kaitlyn A. Bemarde, Clerk

first extinguishing them. No person shall start, tend or
lnanl1er tofire notice in

person shall possess or discharge any
Wisconsin Statute Section 167.10(l) in any City park except

t7

Firev,orl<s. No

ofa Event and to
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Parks, Recreation, Forestry  

 
DATE: March 2, 2026 
TO:  Parks & Recreation Committee 
SUBJECT: Overview of Potential Future Trail from City of Schofield to the City of Wausau  
 
PURPOSE 
 
Provide an overview of a potential trail from the City of Schofield to the City of Wausau 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Schofield is considering designing a trail that would, in the future, connect land 
within Schofield, previously a trailer park, north to E Kent St. The City of Schofield currently has 
two potential ideas for routes. One, connecting the Schofield property through private property 
to Kent St and the second option potentially connecting to Kent St through the City of Wausau's 
Eau Claire River Conservancy. The City of Schofield feels that this trail segment is beneficial to 
the community as an alternate transportation option, separating users from the traffic of Grand 
Avenue.  
 
As the City of Schofield begins to explore this trail, they are looking for feedback from the City 
of Wausau on support for the trail, preferred options, potential trail through the conservancy and 
interest in possibly partnering on the trail construction. As the City of Schofield explores these 
options, they are also continuing to explore funding opportunities. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee is asked to provide staff with feedback on this potential 
future trail. Staff will relay this feedback to the City of Schofield. 
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Parks, Recreation, Forestry  

 
DATE: March 2, 2026 
TO:  Parks & Recreation Committee 
SUBJECT: Divestment of the Sawmill Timbers  
 
PURPOSE 
 
Discussion and Possible action on Process to Divest the Sawmill Timbers 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

In 2012, the City, in partnership with the Community Foundation, arranged for the Stone Lumber 
Sawmill building to be dismantled, inventoried, and placed into storage with the expectation that 
it would be reconstructed within five years. The timbers remain in storage today, and the City 
continues to pay an annual storage fee. 

In 2021, the City retained a consultant to evaluate the condition of the salvaged timbers and to 
develop conceptual plans for reconstruction. Initial concepts included rebuilding the structure as 
a shelter on Barker-Stewart Island and later as a farmers market building on the south riverfront. 
As part of this assessment, a structural architect determined that approximately 30% of the 
wood could potentially be reused, and that all reusable material would require re-milling or other 
modification. Additionally, none of the timbers are pressure treated, meaning any reused material 
would need to be located in areas protected from direct exposure to moisture. As a result, the 
timbers are not suitable for use as structural columns or other elements exposed to the 
elements. 

Based on these findings, the City and its design team finalized a 2023 concept that replicated the 
original sawmill building while incorporating select salvaged timbers as interior accent features 
only. The estimated cost to construct this replica on the south riverfront was $1,824,000. 

Given the limited structural usability of the salvaged materials, the timbers can no longer be used 
as originally intended. Staff have held multiple discussions with the Community Foundation to 
identify alternative uses; however, no feasible reuse option has been identified to date. The 
materials currently occupy approximately three-quarters of a privately owned building that was 
offered for temporary storage. Fourteen years have now passed since the timbers were placed in 
storage. 

Staff recommends that the City divest of the timbers by issuing a public invitation to bid. While 
the full market value is unknown, it is believed that the virgin white pine timbers retain salvage 
value. Staff further recommends establishing a minimum bid of $95,000. Proceeds at or above 
this amount would reimburse the Community Foundation for the $80,000 loan provided to the 
City for dismantling, inventory, and initial storage, as well as offset the storage costs incurred by 
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the City to date. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Upon concurrence by the Park Committee, staff will advertise an invitation to bid. The Board of 
Public Works will open the bids, and the City Council will make the final determination regarding 
acceptance. 
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FIELD OBSERVATION REPORT   

P.O.  Box 466,  P lover ,  Wiscons in  5 4467  
(414)  540 -8755 ·  (414)  921 -9746 (FAX)  ·  www. ionic -sd.com 

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: 

Susan Lasecki 

PRESENT: 

Susan Lasecki 

Brandon Reinke, Joe Galbraith 

Kendra and Josh (JAS) 

Chris Hitch and Tom Mortensen (RA Smith) 

Brad Lenz 

Jamie Polley 

 

 

 

DATE OF REPORT: 

8/2/2021 

DATE OF FIELD VISIT: 

5/10/2021 

IONIC PROJECT NO. 

20-016 

ADDRESS: 

Barker Island and wood framing storage barn 

OBSERVATIONS:

The proposed project consists of the re-use of timbers and framing materials from a historic 1883 mill structure for a new pavilion.  
The location of the pavilion will be on Barker Island in Wausau.   
 
On May 10, 2021, we visited the proposed site for the new pavilion as well as the barn where the material from the salvaged 
structure is being stored. 
 
The site for the proposed pavilion was historically used for logging operations in the later 1800’s and 1900’s.  There aren’t any 
known structures remaining in the area where the pavilion is proposed. 
 
The timber form the Mill is being store in a barn west of Wausau.  The material is stacked densely and was difficult to evaluate.  
Much of the material is substantially warped, notched and deteriorated near the ends.  It appeared that most of the members were 
fairly short in length.   
 
During our site visit, we determined that it would be difficult to determine exactly the quantity of re-usable members until they 
were removed from the barn, sorted and relocated to a different site.  JAS Construction has provided a proposal for these services.   
 
Since it was difficult to determine the condition of the material as it was stored, our best estimate was that 30% could be reused 
and all material would require some re-work to make it usable.  The material that could be re-used would need to be in places 
without direct contact from the elements since none of the material is pressure treated.  Thus, re-using timbers for columns is not a 
viable option for this structure since they are exposed to significant moisture.   
 
Below are photos taken of the stored material: 
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REQUIRED ACTIONS: 

 
Re-examine the material once it has been relocated to determine with greater certainty the quantity, sizes and lengths that are 
suitable for re-use. 
 
  

 

COPY TO: FILE 
Joe Galbraith 
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Parks, Recreation, Forestry  

 
DATE: March 2, 2026 
TO:  Parks & Recreation Committee 
SUBJECT: Park Updates (Oak Island Skate Park, Sylvan Tubing Hill)  
 
PURPOSE 
 
Park Updates 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Oak Island – Refurbishing and installing old skate park features as time allows. It is the goal of 
the department to have the modular ramps refurbished and fully installed by this spring 
 
Sylvan Tubing Hill - It has been an amazing season at Sylvan Hill. A full report of the season will 
be provided to the Committee at the conclusion of the season. The warm temperatures and rain 
a few weeks ago provided challenges and bare spots on the hill. However, the harvesting of 
snow from other locations was used to cover the bare spots and the recent snowfall allowed the 
hill to remain open for a full season. The last group rental is March 1, 2026. Staff will be watching 
the weather and the hill conditions to determine if the facility will be open after March 1, 2026. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
No action is recommended 
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