
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MEETING: Police & Fire Commission 
DATE/TIME: Monday, July 27, 2026, at 7:30 AM 
LOCATION: Wausau City Hall — Council Chambers 

407 Grant Street, Wausau WI, 54403 

MEMBERS: 
Kathy Stasser (P) 
Cheryl Bahr 
Katie Rosenberg 

Thomas Garver 
Vylius Lyskys  

  
I Call to order by the presiding officer. 
   Roll Call  
II Public Comment and the reading of the City of Wausau's Public Comment Statement 

   
Public Comment Pursuant to Section 19.84(2) of the Wisconsin State Statutes, which 
allows a governmental body to provide a period during which it may receive information 
from members of the public. 

 

III Consideration of the minutes of the preceding meeting(s). 
   June 22, 2026 Regular Police and Fire Commission Minutes   
IV Closed Session. 

   

a. 
Closed Session Pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(c) of the Wisconsin State Statutes 
considering employment of any public employee over which the governmental body 
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility; for the purpose of interviewing two 
candidates for Firefighter/EMT with the Wausau Fire Department.  

 

   

b. 
Closed Session Pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(c) of the Wisconsin State Statutes for 
considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data 
of any public employee over which the governing body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility; for the purpose of strategizing the recruitment and appointment of a 
new Deputy Police Chief and for discussion and deliberation on a hiring process. 

 

V Open Session. 

   Reconvene meeting into Open Session for purpose of potential action upon consideration 
of Closed Session Items. 

 

VI Discussion and possible action. 
   Open for General Agenda Items  
VII Presentations. 

   
a. Monthly Police Department Operations Update:  

• Presentation of current Police Department activities 
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• Quarter 2 Report  

  

   

b. Monthly Fire Department Operations Update:  

• Presentation of current Fire Department activities 
• Updates 

  

 

VIII Adjournment. 

   Next Meeting (s): Special Meeting August 3, 2026   
                             Regular Meeting August 24, 2026   

 

  

 
Kathy Strasser, President 
 
NOTICE POSTED AT CITY HALL (407 GRANT STREET) AND 
TRANSMITTED TO THE OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED NEWSPAPER 
 
DATE: 7/21/2026 
TIME: 12:40 PM 
POSTED BY: Noel Newbury  

 

  
In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the City of 
Wausau will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its 
services, programs or activities. If you need assistance or reasonable accommodations in participating in this 
meeting or event due to a disability as defined under the ADA, please call the ADA Coordinator at (715) 261-
6622 or ADAServices@wausauwi.gov to discuss your accessibility needs. We ask your request be provided a 
minimum of 72 hours before the scheduled event or meeting. If a request is made less than 72 hours before 
the event the City of Wausau will make a good faith effort to accommodate your request. 
 
  

 

City of Wausau 
(715) 261-6500 | clerk@wausauwi.gov 

wausauwi.gov 
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WAUSAU PD OPERATIONS REPORT       

2nd Quarter 2026 

Patrol Captains Message 

 

The second quarter of 2026 demonstrated, once again, the professionalism, 
adaptability, and unwavering commitment of the men and women of the Wausau 
Police Department. While our department continues to face staffing challenges due to 
retirements, employee departures, training commitments, injuries, and family leave, 
our officers have remained steadfast in providing exceptional service to the citizens of 
Wausau.  

Throughout the quarter, Patrol officers responded to more than 600 emergency 9-1-1 
calls, investigated 271 traffic crashes, handled 259 mental health incidents, 
attempted service on 145 arrest warrants, and addressed an increasing number of 
issues involving electric bicycles and e-motos. Officers also managed several 
significant incidents, including a Silver Alert, a large residential fire requiring the 
evacuation of residents, serious domestic violence investigations, and an armed 
subject incident at the Marathon County Public Library. These incidents represent only 
a portion of the work performed daily by our personnel and reflect the broad range of 
responsibilities our officers are expected to manage.  

Traffic safety continues to be one of our department's highest priorities. During the 
second quarter, officers conducted more than 1,350 traffic stops, issued over 560 
citations, made 52 Operating While Intoxicated arrests, and remained focused on 
reducing dangerous driving behaviors that place our community at risk. These 
proactive enforcement efforts are essential to preventing crashes and promoting safer 
roadways throughout the City of Wausau.  

Our Community Resource Unit continued its outstanding work targeting drug 
trafficking and violent crime. Through proactive investigations, search warrants, and 
coordinated enforcement efforts, officers removed substantial quantities of 
methamphetamine, heroin, fentanyl, cocaine, and marijuana from our community 
while pursuing offenders responsible for distributing dangerous narcotics. The unit 
also continued investigations involving online child exploitation and connected 
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individuals struggling with addiction to treatment and diversion resources, reinforcing 
our commitment to both enforcement and prevention.  

Mental health and crisis response remain among the most significant demands 
placed upon law enforcement. Through our partnership with the Crisis Assessment 
Response Team (CART) and Marathon County, officers continue responding to 
hundreds of mental health-related calls and welfare checks each quarter. These 
situations require compassion, patience, sound judgment, and collaboration with our 
community partners, and I am proud of the professionalism our officers consistently 
demonstrate during these often difficult calls.  

Downtown continues to evolve as services for individuals experiencing homelessness 
transition to the new Bridge Street Mission facility. Our Downtown Officers have 
worked closely with shelter staff, city departments, and community partners to 
address emerging challenges while maintaining a visible presence throughout the 
downtown area. Their proactive engagement has contributed to improved public 
perceptions of downtown safety and reflects our department's commitment to 
collaborative problem-solving.  

Perhaps the greatest accomplishment this quarter cannot be measured by statistics 
alone. It is the resilience, teamwork, and dedication demonstrated by our employees 
every day. Despite operating below full staffing, our officers have continued to answer 
every call for service, support one another during critical incidents, mentor our 
newest officers, and maintain the high standards of professionalism that define the 
Wausau Police Department.  

As we look toward the remainder of 2026, our priorities remain clear: continue 
investing in our people, strengthen partnerships within our community, proactively 
address crime and traffic safety concerns, and ensure our officers have the training, 
technology, and equipment necessary to meet the ever-changing demands of modern 
policing. I remain confident that, through the dedication of our employees and the 
support of our community, the Wausau Police Department will continue to build upon 
its proud tradition of professionalism, service, and public trust. 

 

Patrol Captain Melinda Pauls 
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Patrol Bureau 

Patrol Staffing – Department had a significant change in staffing this quarter. 

• Officers Ethan Bares, Cody Friedenfels, Dakota Heidmann and Eric Valadez 
completed training and are excited to be on their own serving the community 
of Wausau. 

• Officer Reyes returned from Active duty on June 29th, after a short training 
period he is back to his regular patrol shift. 

• Three officers left to pursue other careers and Ofc. Jurasin retired after 25 
years of service. 

• We currently have 2 officers on light duty from work-related injuries and 1 on 
light duty because of a significant medical issue.  

• We currently have 3 officers on FMLA leave.  

Because of the above openings and injuries, patrol shifts are operating at minimums.  

Calls handled by Patrol officers 

9-1-1 calls - Officers responded to 626 emergent calls 

Crashes - Officers responded to a total of 271 vehicle crashes, including 64 Hit and Run 
crashes.   

Menal Health - Officers responded to 259 mental health calls. 

Sexual Assaults - Officers responded to and investigated 11 sexual assaults.   

Warrant Service Attempts - Officers responded to 145 Arrest warrant attempts.  

EMOTOS – Officers responded and initiated over 30 contacts with e-bikes/e-motos.   Several 
contacts led to juveniles fleeing and driving recklessly.  

▪ A Silver Alert was issued on 04/27/26 for an overdue motorist with dementia.  The 
male was found safe a few hours later.  

▪ A fire in the 1300 block of Grand Ave. led to a coordinated effort to evacuate residents 
and provide temporary shelter on city buses. 

▪ A significant Domestic violence incident occurred, leaving a victim with injuries and 
the suspect being arrested for several felony charges.  

▪ A male brandished a firearm at the library.  The felon was arrested on numerous 
charges – firearm was a realistic looking BB gun. 
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Year – to – Date Traffic Totals 2026 

 

 

 

Traffic Stops

2519

Citations

1051

Warnings

1696

Operating While 
Intoxicated

95

Patrol Hours 
Worked

30,090
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Traffic Stops , 1357

Criminal Misc, 1215

Extra Patrols, 1092
Service Misc, 646

Welfare Check, 478

Unhoused , 325

Medical Emergency , 
296

Suspicious Activity , 
280

Field Interview , 274
Lost and Found , 251

Common Calls for Service - Second Quarter 
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Detective Bureau 

 

2nd Quarter Convictions 
 

Dylan Hanson       Joseph Slater 
Drug Charges – Methamphetamine    Felon in Possession 
6 years Prison; 5 years Parole     5 years Prison; 5 years Parole 
 
 
Joshua Woods       Jonathan Betts-Rojas 
2nd Degree Sexual Assault of a Child    Strangulation 
6 years Prison; 5 years Parole     0 years Prison; 5 years Probation 
 
Terrell Poe 
Solicitation | Battery 
3 years Prison; 3 years Parole 
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Major Cases/Trends 
 

[Suicide] In April, officers conducted a welfare check after family members were unable to reach an 
adult living alone. The individual was found deceased inside the residence from a self‑inflicted 
gunshot wound, with no indications of foul play. Evidence and family statements indicated ongoing 
mental‑health challenges and recent personal and work‑related stress. The Medical Examiner 
confirmed the death as a suicide, and the case was closed. 
 
[Drug Overdose] In May, officers responded to a medical emergency at a local residence and 
discovered an adult deceased from a suspected drug overdose. The investigation revealed 
quantities of illegal drugs and paraphernalia in the home. Interviews and evidence indicated 
ongoing substance use and sales activity by residents. The Medical Examiner determined the cause 
of death was accidental, due to mixed drug toxicity involving fentanyl and methamphetamine. 
Charges related to drug activity and obstruction were referred to the District Attorney, and the case 
remains open. 
 
[Suicide] In May, officers responded to a medical emergency at a local residence and found an 
adult male with a gunshot wound. The investigation determined the injury was self-inflicted, and 
the individual later died at the hospital. Interviews and evidence indicated ongoing stress related to 
medical issues, finances, and family circumstances. No signs of foul play were found, and the 
Medical Examiner’s review supported the determination of suicide. The case was closed. 
 
[Suicide] In June, officers responded to a medical emergency at a local residence and found an 
adult male deceased from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. The investigation revealed the individual 
had been experiencing a prolonged mental health decline and had recently discussed plans for 
treatment with family. No signs of foul play were found. The Medical Examiner determined the 
cause of death was suicide, and the case was closed. 
 
[Domestic] In June, officers responded to a domestic disturbance at a local motel and found an 
adult female with severe injuries. The investigation revealed ongoing physical abuse, including 
strangulation, battery, and threats, perpetrated by a partner. Evidence included medical records, 
witness statements, and video footage documenting repeated assaults. The victim was pregnant at 
the time of the incident. The suspect was arrested and charged with multiple offenses, including 
strangulation, battery, false imprisonment, disorderly conduct, and probation violation. The case 
was referred to the District Attorney and remains open. 
 
[Sextortion] Three recent investigations reveal a troubling pattern of online sextortion targeting local 
youth. In each case, minors were contacted by individuals posing as peers—often through popular 
platforms like TikTok, Snapchat, or messaging apps. The offenders typically initiated conversations, 
gained trust, and then encouraged the victims to exchange explicit images. Once images were sent, 
the offenders quickly shifted to threats and demands, including requests for money or further 
images, leveraging the threat of public exposure or sharing with friends and family. These cases 
underscore the importance of proactive education, digital safety, and support resources for youth 
and families facing online exploitation. 
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Downtown Officer Program 
 
During this quarter, Bridge Street Mission (BSM) opened both its day center and its 
overnight unhoused shelter, coinciding with the closure of the Wausau Police Department’s 
temporary shelter.  

Downtown officers worked with BSM leadership throughout the transition, holding 
meetings to support operational coordination and community safety as services shifted to 
the new facility. 

Between April 20 and May 3, BSM generated 57 calls for service, including requests for 
extra patrol, medical emergencies, and various criminal complaints. 

 Since the opening, Downtown Officers have continued to spend a significant amount of 
time at and around the shelter to maintain safety and support staff as they adjust to the 
increased service demands. 

 As the shelter began operating at full capacity, disorderly behavior previously concentrated 
in the downtown core has migrated to nearby locations such as the gazebo area and the 
west side of the river. Several encampments have been located throughout the city; 
however, the overall number of camps has been noticeably lower compared to 2025. 

Community feedback has been positive. Downtown officers have been told that the 
downtown area feels significantly improved and ‘very nice’. This reflects both the impact of 
BSM’s expanded services and the sustained engagement of the downtown team.  

Officers Nathan Porath and Brady Copas 
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CART QUARTERLY 
April - June 2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*CART is a shared resource with MNSO; above data represents WPD jurisdiction activities only. WPD has one (1) CART 
Officer, on M-F day shift schedule.  This position is not back-filled during the CART Officer’s off-days.  MNSO’s CART 
Deputy also responds to relevant CFS in the City when available.  

“CFS”:  Calls For Service (Officer initiated activities and calls received from Dispatch). 

“Mental Health” and “Welfare Check” are the two most common types of CFS (coded by Dispatch based on the initial 
information reported) that involve individuals in crisis.  

“Community” origin of 51.15 / 51.45:  Law enforcement is called to a location in the community (residence, business, 
public location) in response to an individual in crisis (or incapacitated).  De-escalation, safety planning, and/or diversion 
is not viable or is unsuccessful, resulting in 51.15 or 51.45 detention.  

“Facility” origin of 51.15: While under care or custody of the Jail, NCHC, or medical facility; an inmate or patient is 
suicidal or otherwise assessed on-site by a Crisis Professional, and deemed in need of 51.15.  Law Enforcement is then 
called upon to confirm and complete the 51.15 (as required by WI Stats.)  Lacks opportunity for diversion.  

“51.15”:  “Emergency Detention” under WI Statute 51.15.  Law enforcement may take into custody an individual who is: 

(1) Mentally ill, drug dependent or developmentally disabled, and; 
(2) A substantial probability of physical harm to him/herself or others is evident by recent acts or omissions, 

attempts or threats. 

“51.45”: “Alcohol or Drug Detention” under WI Statute 51.45.  “A person who appears to be ‘incapacitated by alcohol or 
another drug’ shall be placed under protective custody by a law enforcement officer.” 

 
 
 

# Mental 
Health CFS 

 

# Welfare 
Check CFS 

 

# 51.15  
Detentions 

# CART 
Responses to CFS 

 

Jan - Mar 2026 259 494 25                152 
2026 YTD 553 921 52 303 

2025 Total 1,046 1,751 109 542 
2024 Total 1,212 1,769 175                 495 
2023 Total 1,219 1,913 117 640 
2022 Total 930 1,874 126 583 

 
51.15 by Type 

 

 
Adults / 
Juveniles 

 
Community / 

Facility 
2026 YTD 45/7 35/17 

2025 Total 97 / 12 69 / 40 
2024 Total 135/40 103/72 
2023 Total 90/27 80/37 
2022 Total 102 / 24 84 /42 
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Community Resource Unit 

 

Community Resource Unit consists of 5 officers and 1 Lieutenant (CROs) 

 

o There were five reported drug overdoses in the City during the months of 
January – March 

o One of the five were fatal – still under investigation 
 

o Conducted drug trafficking investigations to include; 
 

o 4 residential Search warrants / 13 other search warrants 
▪ Drug search warrant on Townline – Possession w/intent heroin case, 

along with sexual assault investigation.  Suspect held on $20k cash 
bond.  

▪ Drug investigation into Milwaukee man, arrested for large amount of 
methamphetamine, cocaine, and fentanyl following a traffic stop and 
probation search at an apartment.  

o Undercover predator investigations on-going. 
o 6 referred to deflection program / treatment 
o Seized over 1176 grams (2.56 pounds) of Methamphetamine 

▪ One use is usually around 0.1 gram - commonly referred to as a 
“point” 

▪ 11,760 doses/uses seized this quarter 
o Seized 109.6 grams of Heroin / fentanyl 

▪ One use is .05 - 0.1 gram (half point or point) 
▪ 1,096-2,192 uses/doses seized this quarter 

o Seized over 133.97 grams of Cocaine 
▪ One use is about 0.1 grams 
▪ 1,339 uses / doses seized 

o Seized over 922 grams of Marijuana 
▪ One gram will produce 1 to 2 joints 
▪ 922-1844 joints worth seized this quarter 

o 85 Arrests / Referrals 
▪ 104 Felony Charges 
▪ 121 Misdemeanor Charges 

o 92 Traffic stops 
▪ 49 Vehicle searches 
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Records Bureau 
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Open Records Statistics – NextRequest 

 

Quarter 2 (April 1 - June 30, 2026) Total by Qtr. 

Number of Record Requests (Intake) 425 

Number of Interagency Requests - NR 33 

Number of Interagency Requests-Email Folder 195 

How Many Had Videos 132 

Number of Requests Completed 364 

How Many Media Requests 71 

How Much Time Spent on Requests 253 Hrs. 

 

Quarter 1 (Jan 1 - March 31, 2026) Total by Qtr. 

Number of Record Requests (Intake) 371 

Number of Interagency Requests - NR 32 

Number of Interagency Requests-Email Folder 299 

How Many Had Videos 116 

Number of Requests Completed 356 

How Many Media Requests 60 

How Much Time Spent on Requests 303 Hrs. 
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